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IT mous Works is an hazardous 
Attempt, and requires a ſufficient 
Cauſe 1 it. The preſent 


Caſe ple Diftreſs, not occaſi- 

oned either” by Tndolence or Pro- 
table Nece "py Elwever E 
the Merit, it was the hard L of 
Mr. Clement fo late to ohtain, and 
for ſo little a While to poſſeſs any 
Preferment, that every Art of Pru- 
denee, and every Effort of Induſtry, 

were.in vain exerted. to raiſe a com- 


petent 
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vi. Zo the Neade. 


petent Proviſion for his Family. 
To carry on the Education there- 
fore, and promote the Welfare of 
his Children, young and helple/5 
Children, their unfortunate Mother 
hath (not without Reluctance) been 
induced to take this Liberty with 


his Sermons : Sermons compoſed 1 in- 


deed by a Man of Genius, Learning, 
and Judgment ;---but whoſe Life 
was a Life of conſtant Labour, 
whoſe aſſiduous Attendance upon a 
+ School, and the common Duties 
of his Office, left for theſe and 
other Studies N othing but Fr rag- 


ments of Time, and very few Hours 
of Leifure, It would be an Injuſtice 


to his Memory not to obſerve like- 
wiſe, that they were written merely 


t Formed with Talents to ſhine in an * Station 
this Lover of Science, having left Univerſity College in in 
Oxford; immediately began, and until Death continue 
to preſide over a School, firſt in his native Town of Du 


N ley i in Worceſterſhire, and af terwards i in the —— 


ing Town of Wolverhampton in Staffordſhire, with 
much Skill and unwearied Application. 
for 


To the Reader. 


for the Uſe of a private Audience, 
without any Intention or even Suſ- 
picion of being expoſed to the pub- 
lick View; upon which Account it is 
hoped, that they will eſcape. the Se- 
verity of Criticiſm, and be peruſed 
with Candour by thelearned Reader. 
And let not the Editor bear the 
Blame of Inaccuracies and Errors, ow- 
ing principal y to the Interlineation 
and Obſcurity of the Copies, and by 
the Careand Attention of the Printer 
hardly to be avoided,---nor incur 
the Cenfure of greater Imperfec- 
tions, as he hath not preſumed to 
deviate from the Manuſcri pts of the 
Author. If under his diſcerning Eye 
they had been reviſed, and prepared 
by his maſterly Hand ; theſe Vo- 
lumes would have exhibited a fairer 
Specimen of his Abilities, and gained. 
him a more OO Place a- 


mon ws 


vii, To the Reader. 
mongthofe venerable Names, which 
in Defence of Religion and Virtue 

have opened the ineſtimable Stores of 
Reaſon and Eloquence, and done im- - 
mortal Honour to their Times and 
Couatry.-But from the ve there 
is no Protection. This ingenious 
and worthy Divine is now, alas! 
loſt to the World: And his ſur- 
viving Relations, who live to be- 
wail his untimely Fate, being un- 
able to give a better Teſtimony 
of Gratitude, humbly preſent to 
their BenefaRbre theſe his Remains, 
and the fincere Thanks of the Fa- 
rberle fs we the N idow. 
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T * bafte and delayed not to keep ry C oms 
mandmetits, | 


IEE great Conditions, which the 
T Goſpel propoſes, by which/Men muſt 
be ſaved, are Faith and Repentance; 

To believe in the Salvation which God 
offers by Jeſus Chriſt, and to be careful 1s 
maintain good Works: The Neceſſity of both 
theſe Qualifications is ſeen and granted. 
Not to believe in Jeſus is to make God a Liar: 
Not to obey the Goſpel is plainly renouncing, 
all the Hopes it offers. But Men fancy they 
have found out a way. of compounding the 
Matter; that it is poſſihle to reconcile the 
Pleaſures of Sin with the Expectations which 
Religion furniſhes. While Health and 
Spirits laſt, they purpoſe to rejoice in their 
B 3253 
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Youth, and to walk in the Way of their Hearts 
And when . Conſcience interferes, and re- 


proaches them with forgetting God; when 


the Witneſs within calls up their Tranſgreſ- 
ſions to their Remembrance, and ſhews them, 
how ofteri and how long they have trampled 
on that Religion which teaches fo deny ungad- 
lineſs and worldly Luſts, and to live ſober, and 
righteous, and godly in the World, Men pre- 
ame not to juſtify their Conduct, but ſtill 
kefolve to ſin on, in Hopes of healing all 
at laſt by a ſincere Repentance. Their Be- 
haviour is the Pſalmiſt's Rule reverſed. He 
made haſte and delayed not to keep God's Com- 
mandments: Well knowing the Uncertainty 
of Life, and that no wicked Thing can dwell 
with God. But theſe Men put off the great 
and Faith towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. This 
great Buſmeſs they adjourn. from Time to 
Time, till at length the evil Days come, <whew 
the Sun, the Moon, and the Stars begin to be 
darkened—when old Age with its Retinue of 
Infirmities has laid its palſied Hand upon 
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them, and the Night is is come tn which 1 no Man 
gan work, | 
5 The extreme Folly of ſuch a Behaviour [ 
ſhall endeavour to make you ſenſible of, and 
how hard a Taſk it is, when ſinful Habits | 
have corrupted our Judgments, darkened 
our Minds, and poiſoned our Affections, 
how hard, in ſuch Circumſtances, it is for 


thoſe to do Good ho have long NE to 
* _y Commandments, | 8 


And this wil very otainly appear, if we 
form a juſt Notion of Repentanee, and are 
ſenſihle, that to be in ſuch a State as our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt has called us to, and God 
will accept and reward, we muſt both know 


the Truths of Religion; and „ ee its Com- 
mandments, 


Theſe Points cannot well be” diſputed, 
And hence it is demonſtrable, I think, that 
a late Repentance deſerves always to be ſuſ- 
E that by delaying their Refor- 

752 B 2 eee 
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mation Men run the hazard of not reform: 
n 0 nn aan 


This e the firſt Place, with re. 
ſpect to Knowledge, which is the Founda- 
tion of all Religion. Let any one conſider 


with Attention the Manner in which the Soul 
is united to the Body the ſtrict Connexion 


there is betwixt the Intelligence that thinks 


within us, and that corporeal Syſtem to which 


this Intelligence is joined, For we are not 


pure Spirits: Our Soul is, as it were, im- 


merſed in Matter; and on the Diſpoſition of 


this Matter depends the Succeſs of our En- 
deavours i in the ſearch of Truth, and conſe. 
quently 3 in the Buſineſs of OPAL 


| Now, it is certain, that every "a ad 
Seaſon of Life does not find the Body ſo pro 
perly diſpoſed, and equally qualified to give 


the Mind a Freedom and Facility of think- 


ing and reflecting. The Springs of the Brain 


æ are relaxed and worn out with Years ; >. the 
Senſes are blunted, the Spirits evaporate, 


the Blood freezes in che Veins, and a dark 
Veil 
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Veil overſpreads all the Powers of the Soul, 
Hence the Dulneiſs and ſlow Senſe of old 
Age: Hence a Memory for nothing but pal 
Things, and an almoſt unjverſat Decay of Ape 
prehenſion and Judgment, Whereas in thoſs 
that are leſs adyanced in Years, the Mind 


is Maſter of itſelf, the Memory does its Of. 


fice faithfully, the Conception of things is 

diſtinct and clear, and the Soul is pliable to 
any Form, If we delay therefore to inform 
ourſelves in the Knowledge of Religion, till 
Age has frozen our Blood, and darkened 


our Reaſon, and enfeebled our Memory, and 


implanted Prejudice and Obſtinacy; it is 
hardly poſſible we ſhould be in a Condition 


to acquire. that Knowledge, without which 
our Religion cannot be rational and accept, 


able to God, nor give us any ſolid Comfort 
in Afflictions, or ache pag WB 


Temptations, 


I: follows, therefore, in the firſt Place 
with reſpe& to what is ſpeculative in the 


work of our Salvation, tllat the Difficulties 
of Repentance grow by Delays, Youth 


* 
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is the Seaſon for acquiring Knowledge, in 
which you muſt - ſearch the Scriptures, and 
may with moſt Succeſs apply to the Study 
of Religion. This hopeſul Age is the Time 
to gain an Habit of raiſing yourſelves above 
ſenſtble Things, and to fill the Soul with re- 
hgions Principles, before the World 1. 
_ or and engaged its S an 
But * Aa of Along to Kip 0 Gods 
Commandments is capable of ſill ſtronger De- 
monſtration, when we conſider Religion on 
the fide of Practice. Thou ſhalt love the Lord 
thy God is a Duty of all Religions, profeſſed 
by every Sect, and in the Mouth of every 
Man; When ve conſider God's goodneſs in 
giving us Being, and making us rational 
Creatures, his Care in making ſuch liberal 
Proviſion for our temporal Preſervation and 
for our eternal Happineſs, his mercy in ſend- 
ing his Son to redeem us from Death, and 
to procure Pardon for the greateſt of Sin- 
ners upon their true Repentance, we ſee it 
is the plain Duty of every Chriſtian to love 
Ged and ibe Lord that. hath bought him to 
CI love 
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vve bim with all his Heart and Mind and Saul, 
This is the Principle that muſt animate his 
Conduct, the Temper that is to rule his 
Life, and be at all Times the prevailmg 
Diſpoſition of his Heart. But now if you 
have lived without God in the World, if the 
beſt of your Days have been ſpent in a For- 
getfulneſs of him, can you when Sickneſs 
comes, can you in that dark and gloomy 
Time, when Life is run off to the Dregs, 
can you when you are walking through the. 
Valley of the ſhadow of Death, —can you poſ- 
ſibly find Leiſure in thoſe Hours of Turbu-⸗ 
lence and Piſtraction to kindle i in your Be- 
ſom that ſacred Flame, that ſincere and fer- 
vent Love for the bleſled God, your Re- 
deemer, without which all Devotion Is Hy- 
pocrily, and all Religion in Vain. If indeed 
this Diſpoſition and Habit of Soul can be o 
ſuddenly acquired —it is to no Purpoſe to 
preach againft Delay. But is it reaſonable 
to think, that ſo great a Change can be 
wrought ſo ſuddenly, and at a Time ſo un- 
likely, when the Spirits are gone and Rea- 
fon itſelf is expiring ? Can the whole 2 


5 8 E RM ON 1. 
of the Inclinations be ee in a Mo- 
ment? 


— — 


Ti central ls conſtarit 1 riable 
Experience of all Mankind, and is oppolite 
to every Thing we know of the Nature of 
inveterate Habits. An Habit, it is eertain, 
cannot be eontracted without practiſing; 
thoſe Actions, from which alone it derives 
its Exiſtence, and when an Habit is ONCE 
formed and rooted,” it becomes very difficult 
to change 1 it. The Scripture compares the 

| Repentance of thoſe who have got an Habit 
of Wickedneſs to Events that are both hoyed 
less and impoſſible. Con the Atbiopian 
change bis Skin, or the Leopard his Spots? 
Then may you alſo do Good, that « are abe 
ed to de Evil. 


As therefore to form corporeal Habits, 
the Actions from whence they ſpring muſt 
often be repeated, ſo likewiſe to acquire re- 

| ligious Habits, we muſt often praiſe reli- 
gious Actions; nay we muſt practiſe them 
longer and in much greater Numbers tham 

* 
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TE neceſſary to form a wicked Habit. Every 
Man feels in himſelf the melancholy Reaſon 
of this. For Habits of Vice ate agreeable 
to our natural Tempers: They ſpring up 
ſpontaneouſly from thoſe ſeeds of Corruption 
which we bring into the World with us : 
They ſpread without Culture, and thrive 
naturally; | 


But Virtbe is the flow, laborious Reſult 
of repeated Self- denials, Hardſhips, and Dif- 
ficulties: The Habits of it are directly 
oppoſite to many of our Inclinations. They 
combat our Paſſions, and do Violence to 
our Natures { and we have a double Taſk, 
when we would become Chriſtians, to pluck 
down ahd to build up again ; ahd like the 
Iſraelites, (in Nehemiah iv. 17.) who were re- 
building the Walls of Jeruſalem, we muſt 
labour with one Hand, and hold a Weapen 
in the other, equally employed in producing 
hew Habits of Virtue, and in deſtroying an 
inveterate Proneneſs to do Evil. 


This is the general Way in which Habits 


of Goodneſs can be formed, namely by 
C God's 


to SERMON I. 
God's Grace concurring with our own ſev 
rious and often repeated Endeavours. - How 
great therefore is the Folly of * thoſe, who 
delay to keep God's Commandments. We ima» 
gine, it ſeems, that inveterate Habits may be 
eaſily rooted out, and new ones planted in 
their Room; and all perhaps by the Force 
of a Miniſter's Exhortations, and the near 
Approaches of Death, by the Help of a few 
| haſty Reflections, and troubted Thoughts 
concerning one's paſt Life, confuſedly ex- 
preſſed in ſome general Confeſſion and ſhort 
Petitions for Mercy. And may it not as rea- 
ſonably be expected, that a Man fhould prac- 
tiſe an Art to which he was never educated; 
or talk a Language to which he is an entire 
Stranger. Such is the Folly of thoſe, who 
expect to become pious and virtuous and 
diſengaged from the World in a Moment, 


without acquiring thoſe Graces and Virtues * 
by a long and ſerious Diligence in the Prac- | 


tice of them. 


This is indeed the general Nature of Evil 
Habits ; but it may poſſibly be imagined 
| | never» 
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nevertheleſs, that in extraordinary: Circum- 
ſtances the Caſe is different, and that a mighty. 
Reſolution will conquer Difficulties, that 
ſeem inſuperable, Though vicious Cuſtoms 
naturally rob us of our Strength, yet Nature, 
when it is greatly irritated and ſtirred, will 
do ſtrange Things. Now the proſpect ot 
Death, and the near View of another World 5 
is of a Nature to awaken all the Powers ot 

the Soul, and raiſe a Sort of Reſolution that 

hardly any Difficulty can reſiſt. 7 


This then is the Day fixed for your 
Repentance, when a mortal Sickneſs is upon 
you and Death appears in Sight. And on 
- this, it ſeems, you are contented to riſque 
the Hopes you have of eſcaping the Damna- 
tion of Hell. But for God's fake, what Ex- 
pectations can you build on ſuch a Ground 
as this? Am I fure in this ſevere extremity 
of Nature; am I ſure, that I ſhall have my 
Senſes about me? Or ſhall I make a proper 
uſe of them to root out all Vice, and implant - 
in its ſtead the Principles of Righteouſneſs 
and true Holineſs ? | 


"» C a Buy 
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But tell me then, who has enſured to you 
a Death fo calm as this? Amidſt that Variey' 
and' Complication of Dangers, which ſur- 
round us, expoſed to ſuch numberleſs Acci- 
dents which kill in a Moment, how can we 
expect a leiſurely Approach of Death, and \ 
ſolemn Notice of our e eye 


But ſuppoſing that you die W pour Bed 
by the Violence and Decays of Sickneſs,.— 
tell me once more—did you never contem- 

- plate'a dying Man in the Hours of Agony, 
nor obſerve the Diſadvantages under which 
he ſtruggles. Is this, think you, a fit Sea- 
ſon for Thought and Reflection, when one 
is in the Arms of a ſwift Meſſenger from 5 
God, chat brings us Tidings of our preſent 
Diſſolution? When a Man ſuffers that Ex- 
tremity of Anguiſh which throws all the 
Soul into Confuſion, when Stupefaction 
darkens the livelieſt Imagination, and blunts 
the ſharpeſt, Wit—when Lethargies ſuſpend 
or obliterate the Underſtanding, and Deli- 
riums oppreſs and. fwallow i its rational Powers. 


621 now and draw the Curtfin, look on that 
| expiring 


1 \ 
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expiring Creature, view that poor Corps, | 
not quite motionleſs indeed, but quite loſt 
to Thought and deſtitute of all Senſe and 
Meaning,—and tell me if this be the Hour of 
Repentance? Can the ſtrongeſt Reaſon re- 
collect itſelf in ſuch Circumſtances, and put 
in Execution the yain purpoſe of a Deaths 
bed es 


But ch 0 by the 0 Mercy 
of Heaven you are viſited with one of thoſe 
fatal Sickneſſes, which leiſurely, and by 
flow Steps conducts you down to the Graveꝭ 
May not you then be able to return to God 
and Virtue, and make your Salvation ſure? 
But are not you daily the melancholy Wit- 
neſſes of what paſſes on theſe Oecaſions ? Our 
own Love of Life, and every Friend that 
viſits us, conſpires to flatter us with the 
hopes af a Recovery. As we do not think, 
that our Time is come we do not conſider 
this as the Seaſon of our Repentance, which 
is ſtill adjourned to a farther Day. The 
fick Man, in the mean Time, wears away: 
The Diſtemper ſaps, and inſenſibly conſumes 


bis 
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his Strength: The Body waſtes, though the 
Mind is ſtill unawakened, and the poor Man 
finds himſelf at laſt in the Arms of Death, 
before he has well andes; _ he is 


| mortal, 


But on the moſt favourable Suppoſition, 
that you are bleſt in your laſt Sickneſs with 
a clear unclouded Reaſon, and are convinced 
that your laſt Day is approaching] alk, is 
not the bare Thought of this, the ſingle Ap- 
prehenfion that the preſent Scene is ſhutting 
up, and your Lot of everlaſting Happineſs ' 
or Miſery depending—is not this ſufficient to 
unhinge your Reaſon, and deſtroy your Peace 
| for ever? A wicked Man, that perceives 
- himſelf dying, and feels the World ſinking, 
under him, with a Mind undiſtracted by, 
Pain—what an Agony of Reflections muſt 
he ſuffer ?—I ſay nothing of the many and 
various Diſtractions "inſeparable from theſe - 
' fad Moments that a Phyſician, muſt be ſent, - 
for, and Endeavours uſed to prop this Houſe - | 
Clap, wwhoſe Foundation is in the Duft ; that 
| the Man's Affairs are to be ſet in Order; db 
1 


„ EN nt 
he muſt bid adieu to his F amily, take a laſt 


Leave of his Friends, reconcile himſelf to 
the Grave. But ſeriouſly,---is it a Time a- 


midſt ſo many affecting Objects, in the midſt 
of ſo much Tumult and Diſtraction, i is it a 

Time to think of Religion, to recolle& and 
review the Circumſtances of a Man's paſt 
Life, to reſtore an ill gotten Subſtance, to 
do Juſtice to the Reputation of his Neigh- 
bour which he has ſlandered, to make bim a 


clean Heart and renew a right Spirit within | 
lim ? The Truth is, that to do this is the 


proper Buſineſs of our whole Lives, the 
Work allotted us by him who ſent us into 
the World, the Employment for which our 
beſt Days and ſtrongeſt Spirits are not ſuf 
ficient without the Concurrence of God's 
auxiliary Grace. And how then can a weak, 
diſtracted Mind, that has delayed to - keep 
God's Commandments, and is hardened and loſt 
in wicked Habits, be able to accompliſh 
this? Can the Aithiopian change his Skin? 


11 is true, if you ſend for a Miniſter in 


your lai Extremities, he perhaps in very 
Pity 
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Pity and Compaſſion may be afraid to ſay 

the worſt. We are ſummoned perhaps, and, 
as ĩt generally happens, too late to comfort 
and pray for, a dying Man, who has lived, as 
too many do, without thinking of God, and 

his latter End. There we find à Family in 
Tears, and ſee Grief ard Deſpair ſtrongly 


painted in the Faces of his lamenting Friends. 
In theſe ſad Circumſtances what ſhall the 


Meſſengers of God do? Shall we ſpeak round- 
ty and plainly ? Shall we tell the dying Man, 
that mere Terror is but a ſuſpicious Friend 
to Virtue, that all this extempore Repen- 
tance is generally unſohd and uſeleſs, that 
of thoſe who ſeem to repent upon a Death- 
bed, few, very few indeed do it ſincerely.— 
that for one Degree of Probability, that ſuch 
a Converſion is founded in the Love of God 
and Virtue, there are a Thouſand to prove 
it the Effect of Terror and Conſtraint only 
fay what we will to the contrary---yet alt 
this is ſtrictly true —and it is fit at leaſt that 
the living ſhould know it, if we are not ſuf⸗ 
fered to deal ſo freely with the Dying. No 


Fan we can make in your laſt Moments, 
| unleſs 
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urileſs the Teſtimony of your Conſcience 
confirm them; are of Value to deſerve a 
Moment's Conſideration; The Terms of 
Religion are plain and exprefs: Vn bout Ho- 

 lineſs no Man all. fee the Lord. And theſe 
Tears which are ſhed at the near Approaches 
of Death, this conſtrained Submiſſion to the 
Will of God, - theſe ſudden Reſolutions of 
obeying him, all this is not Holineſs. In 
rain ſhall we talk to you in another Lan- 
guage; There is, there is a faichful uncor- 
rupt Witneſs, even Conſciente, placed in 
the Breaſt of every Man. We may ſay. 
Peace; but Conſcience will anſwer; there is 
10 Peace to. the wicked, The Miniſter may” 
ſay with the Pſalmiſt; lift up your Heads,” O 
ye Gates, and be yr lift up, ye everlaſting Doors; 
whilſt Conſcience more juſtiy calls out to , 
the Rocks and Mountains; fall an us and hide 
us from the Face of him that ſitteth upon the \ 
Throne; and from the wrath of the Lumb. 


What then is more evidently reaſonable, 
than” in the Days of Youth to remember our 
Creator, to be virtuous betimes, and give 


D Re» 
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Religion the firſt Poſſeſſion of our Souls; 


And if there be any who have unhappily neg- 
lected this, till they are advanced in Years 
and are grown grey in Iniquity, the great 
Difficulty of reforming vicious Habits, and 
the Danger of periſhing in their Sins, ought 
in all Reaſon to convince them of the inſtant 
Neceſſity of cea/ing to do Evil and learning to 
do well. When Conſcience therefore checks; 
and ſets before us the Tbings which we have 
done, let us not fly from ourſelves ; let us not 


ſay, as Felix did to Paul, go thy way for this 


Time :—But let us rather improve the pre- 
ſent Opportunity, Let each of us, for it is 
every Man's Duty, let us take the Pſalmiſt's 
Method, let us mate haſte and delay not to keep. 
God's Commandments. This one Thing let us do 
after the Apoſtle's Example, forgetting thoſe 
Things which are behind, and reaching for var 4 
to thoſe Things which. are before, let us preſs. 
rowards the Mark for the Prize of the hight 


Colley 4 Cod i in Chriſt Nw. 
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Nuo ben not Makes and the Prophet, 8. 
ther will they be Per ſuaded, though one roſe 


from the 1 

O unanimouſly do the Reaſon of 
Things, the plain Precepts of Reli- 
gion, and our own true Intereſts conſpire to 
preſs Virtue upon our Minds and Lives, that 
it ĩs ſurpriſing a Thing fo abſurd as Wick- 
edneſs ſhould gain Acceptance among rea- 
ſonable Beings. But Men conſult not the 
Dictates of cool Reaſon ; Infatuated by their 
Luſts, they ſeek their Happineſs in Vice. 
And when Paſſion is once retained-on the 
wrong Side, it labours inceſſantly, and ge- 
nerally with too much Succeſs to bias and 
delude the Underſtanding. Hence a Reaſon 
18 EN for Indulgences that Religion for- 
D222 bids 


0 
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bids, and if no Reaſon can be found, ſtrong | 
Inclination becomes itſelf a Reaſon, and 
ſhall prevail againſt the united Force of Con: 
ſeience and the Fear of God. — — 


When therefore Men have burſt the Bonds 
of Conſcience, and Vice turning Philoſopher 
begins to doubt of a Reſurre#ion from the 
Dead, and the Life of the Werld to come, it is 
not ſtrange that Men believe, or fancy they 
believe, — common Senſe rejects, © When 
Men's Intereſts and Paſſions,” as it 
has been obſerved, mingle in a religious 
< Debate, a very little Colour, a very tris, 
« fling Pretence, even the ſhadow of an Ar- 
© gument will corrupt the Judgment, or. 
t preponderate againſt Judgment.” But 
this is an unnatural State of Mind, and 
therefore of no Duration. It may laſt whilſt 
Health laſts, or till afflictive Events come 
to preſs. the Mind. But then Reflec-. 
tion comes with double Vialence ; and 
what can the Sinner think of God and of 
himſelf? It is moſt. certain, that the ſupreme 


Author of Nature js 9272 purer Eyes than ta 
endure 
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endure Iniquity; and che Concluſion there · 
fore is as certain, that without Repentance 
the wicked have no Hope. But what is Re- 
pentance ? Or ho hall they begin a Change, 
which they have accuſtomed themſelves to 
laugh at? Will Reaſon lend its Aſſiſtance? 
But Reaſon has been ſo long 4 Slave, that 
it knows not how to govern. What Suc- 
cours then may be expected from Revela- 
tion? Will Moſes and the Prophets perſuade 
them to repent ? Alas! Habits of think- 
ing are as ſtubborn and -unperſuaſible as 
Habits of acting. The known Principles 
of Religion have loft all Influence upon 

them. What have they therefore to do, 
5 to ſit down and wiſh for Evidence, 
and wait for ſtronger Motives,. to think 
Men act wiſely 1 in making the moſt of. the 
preſent Life, till they have better Reaſon to 
expect another, and to enjoy the Pleaſures 
and Profits of Sin, (for this they generally 
mean by making the moſt of Life,) till a 
clearer Proof be given, that God will be an 
Avenger to exctute Wrath upon all ſuch, Hear 
one, of them ſpeaking the Sentiments of the 
ES . 1 
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reſt; and in ſolieiting rab to employ 

ſorfie riew Means for the Converfion of his 
Bretkren, obſerve how he inſinuates an Ex- 
cuſe of Hirmſelf, taxing! Providence as uſing 
too weak Methods to reclaim him. Nay 
Father Abrahand, But if ont toent tento tbem 
from the Dead; they will repent. The Father 
of the faithful had very different Thoughts' 
and decides clearly againſt ſuch Expecta- 
tions: if they believe not Moſes and the Pro- 
bels, neither will they be perſuade though one. 
" from the Dead, | . 


A Determination this, that may perhaps 
ſeem incredible. For who is ſo hardened 
and obdurate, as to be unmoved by fo ſo- 
lemn and terrific a Warning, and Afurance 
of a Judgment to come? A Meſſenger com- 
ing expreſs from the burning Lake, the Ap- 
parition of a dead Acquaintance returned 
from that Place of Torments, to declare that 
there is a God, and that Virtue is his Law, 
to teſtify that the wicked ſhall be turned into 
Hell, and all that obey nat the Goſpel of our. 
Lord * Chriſe, ſurely this is able to rouze 

: and | 
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and awaken thoſe that are dend in Treſpaſſes 
and Sins. Vet I hope to convince you, that 
however ſuch 4 Method might ſucceed in 4 
few particular Inſtanees, that geherally, and 
upon the whole of the Cale; it is true, what 
Abraham decides, if Men bear not Moſes and 
the Prophets, if à ſtanding Revelation of the 
great Duties of Religion, and the Wrath of 
God againſt all Ungedlinefi and Unrighteaufmtſ? 
of Men, is not ſufficient to reftrain them from 
Ungodlineſs and-Unrighteouſnefs, but they 
will go on to indulge irregular. and focliſh 
Paſſions, + till an Habit of. Wickedneſs is 
formed, it is not Hlcely, it. is hardly poffible, 
they as Mi CNEL _ one. 1 "ow 
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For 1. is . 1— a dead Nam 
returning from another World a convincing 
Evidence, that there is a Judgment and a 
Life to come? To what Exceptions bath: 
many in Number and of various Kinds this. 
Sort of Evidence ſtands hable, I ſhall not 
here conſider. But grant it as full as it, 


may be, one — holds inconteſtably,: - 
\ . | | that 


N 
/ 


24: S ER MO N. II. 
that the Caſe before us is not à Caſe of Evi. 
dence ſo much as of Inclination; nor is it 
Proof that is Wanted but proper - Diſpo- 
fitions of Heart to conſider and embrace. it. 
The Man, does not repent, begauſe he is in 
Love with his Luſts, not becauſt it is not 
ſufficiently evident that Virtue is the Law of 
God, and that all vicious and brutal Choices 
muſt provoke his Wrath and Indignation. 
How indeed can eommon Senſe and a plain 
Underſtanding think otherwiſe? But to 
judge rightly, even of very clear and evident 
Truths ſomething more is retjuired than 
common Senſe and Underſtanding. This is 
daily verified in common Life. For are there 
not many who ruin their preſent Intereſts, 
who deſtroy their Health, who diſſipate 
their Fortunes, and that in defiance of, Eyi- 
dence fo clear, that they and all che World 
are convinced of the fatal conſequences ſus: 
ing from their Behaviour? Theſe unhappy | 
People want no Proof of the Miſchief they 
are doing themſelves ; but Evidence cannot 
cControul the rage of Paſſion... Reaſon will; | 
ſutisfy the reaſonable : But what has Reaſon. 
+. $9 


E 
to do with Obſtinacy and Perverſeneſs? As 
well may you hope to talk down a Whirl- 
wind, or to calm a Tempeſt by the Force 
of Demonſtration: In vain will you add 
ſtrength to Evidence: Where the Inclina- 
tions are bribed, Men examine into Truth, 
like corrapt Judges, with the wicked Inten- 
tion of betraying it. In vaih will you preſs 
them with the natural Tendencies of Things; 
for when Reaſon is againſt a Man, a Man 
will be againſt Reaſon; and an Increaſe of 
Evidence in ſueh Caſes ſerves only to encreaſe 
and inflame the Oppoſition to it. 


If this Reaſoning does not convince, let 
us go and conſult Experience. The Scrip- 
tures will ſupply an Inſtance full to the 
Point in the caſe of the Jews. An Appari- 
tion of one riſen from the Dead, whatever 
Advantage of Evidence it carries with_it 
above that of a ſtanding Revelation, muſt 
convince on this Account, becauſe the Evi- 
dence is perſonal, and comes home to your 
Senſes. This very kind of Evidence, we 
have plain example, could not fatisfy nor 

1 reclaim 
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reclaim a wicked and obdurate People, who 
Vice hag prejudiced. Our Saviour preach- 
ed ſuch Duties to the degenerate Jets, as 
they had not been accuſtomed to hear from 
their Phariſaical Teachers. At this that groſs | 
People take Exceptions. How can 1heſe 
Things be, they aſk, and refuſe to believe 
him. Still ready neverthelefs to ſurrender 
to proper Evidence, if you he, fay they, a 
Teacher ſent from God, produce then your 
Credentials, and fbew as 4 Sign from Heaven. 
Jeſus accordingly reſtores the Sick to Health, 
ſtills the Rage of the Winds and Sea, and 
over-rules all the Laws of Nature. Inſtead 
now of acknowledging him a Meſſenger 
from God, they paint him as a Miſſionary 
of the Devil, and aſcribe his Miracles to tho 
Powers of Darkneſs. —But, perhaps, if one 
went unto them from the Dead, they will re- 
pent. Here, then, is the very Evidence in 
Queſtion, Lazarus recalled from the Man- 
| fions of departed Spirits, and witnefling to 
the Truth of the Doctrines of our blefſed 
Saviour. And do the Fews believe him? 
Nothing leſs. Inſtead of being determined 
by 
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by this Evidence, you find them next conſuli- 
ing that they might put Lazarus alſo to Death. 
John xii. 10. A plain, a ſpeaking Proof this, 
however wicked Men may deem of the Ap- 
parition of one from the Dead, as a Light 
not to be reſiſted, and a Way of Evidence, 
that muſt flaſh Conviction, yet that it will 
not do for a vicious Man without another 
irreſiſtible Impreſſion upon his Will. This 
would indeed baniſh Vice and Wickedneſs 
from the World, but then it would at the 
| fame Time baniſh Virtue too: And Men 
would live religiouſly for the ſame Reaſon, 
that a Piece of Mechaniſm performs it's Mo- 
tions, becauſe it is ſo ſet, and cannot poſ- 
libly go otherwiſe, 


- * 
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| | 

The Teſtimony of one riſen from the | 

Dead, however ſtrong an Evidence in itſelf, | 
is not, we ſee, capable of perſuading the 

guilty Veteran to Repentance, Let us now 


conſider, 


2. Whether it ſtands fair ta ſucceed, 
25 it is more effectual to ſeize and fix his 
E 2 At- 


28 SERM ON. I. 


Attention to religious Conſiderations. At: 
tention is indeed the Principle that leads 
to Vice or Virtue. It is often and much 
reflecting on the Motives of Religion, that 
can ſupport us in the Love and Fear of 
God. It will likewiſe be confeſſed, that the 
firſt Shock of the Re-appearance of a dead 
Friend muſt give a ſevere Alarm, and throw 
the Conſcience j into ſtrong ( Convulſions ; ; and 
Nature in this Agony of Surpriſe would 


certainly do it's utmoſt. But all the Terror 
and Evidence of one returned from the Dead, 


to 7eſtify to Sinners leſt they alſo come to the 
| Place of 7 orment, would be ineffectual, if not 
to convince, yet however to reclaim them 
and that for the following Reaſons, 


An habitual Contempt of Evidence ren- 
ders a Man incapable of CHhviction 4 almoſt 
In any Way. He that ſins againſt the plain 
Light of his own Mind; and accuſtoms him- 
ſelf to live in Oppoſition to Truth, not only 
tramples upon Reaſon, but endangers the 
very F aculty. Now Men abandoned in chelr 
Morals, who have lived themſelves into a Be- 


lief 


SERMON IL ag 


Hef that Religion is falſe, or into Doubts con-- 
cerning the Sufficiency of it's Atteſtations, 


have habituated themſelves to a Contempt of 
Evidence in all reſpects ſo abundantly full to 


the purpoſes of Conviction, and a Defiance of 
Motives ſo ſufficient to influence every rea- 
ſonable Mind, that it is not eaſily conceiv- 
able, by what further Arguments and Mo- 


tives their Attention can be influenced. 


That there is a God J vill take for granted: 


For Religion pre- ſuppoſes Reaſon in Man, a 


Capacity to read in Nature the plain Cha- 
racters of it's infinite Creator, a God who 1s 
the ſupreme Governor of the World, who 
ſpeaks and it is done, who commands and it 
fands faft, who has Power to caſt the Objects 
of his Diſpleaſure Soul and Body into Hell, and 


to make thoſe that love him happy beyond 


Imagination and to all Eternity. Reaſon writes 


it with a Sun: beam, that God is an Hater of 


all that work Wickedneſs; — and can it be 


well with thoſe whom God hates? God “de- 
* lights in Virtue, and that which he delights 


in mult he happy.” But is it happy here? 


Is not the preſent Scene a promiſcuous Piſ- 


Pen- 
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penſation of Good and Evil, where all Things 
come alike to all, to the Clean and to the Un- 
chai ? If no Diſcrimination be made in this 
World, nay, if Virtue is often, miſerable 
and Vice as often proſpers and triumphs ; 
(and is not all this evident to'Eyeſtght ?) 
ſurely the plaineſt Concluſion of Reaſon is, 
that therefore the Day is appointed when God 
will judge the World. in Righteouſneſs, that the 
State is ordained in which be will render to all 
according to their Works, Scripture comes 
in aid of Reaſon, clears up and confirms the 
Hopes of Virtue, and adds new Terror to ; 
the Fears and Suſpicions of Guilt, having 
brought Life and Immortality to Light, and 
promiſed eternal Pleaſures to all that fear 
the Lord and walk in his Ways, and threaten- 
ed the never ending Torments of God's 
Wrath to all that forget him and obey not tb 
Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


Now through all theſe Terrors which 
God's Goodneſs has planted round us to 
guard our Virtue, againſt all theſe Motives 
to a blameleſs Life does the abandoned 
| Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian make his way to Guilt, and fins 
againſt the Senſe and Knowledge, the Hopes 
and Fears, the Helps and Aſſiſt ances which 
the Goſpel affords, and under the uſe of all 
the Remedies it has provided for the bealing 


of our Natures, and the Acquiſition of Hos 
lineſs. This now is the Heart to be reclaim- 


ed by the Appearance of one riſen from the, 


Dead. But can you imagine any Evidence 
ſufficiently glaring, any Miracle that is 
ſtartling enough to recover a Mind ſo entire, 
ly vitiated and depraved, to cure a Con- 
ſcience that is ſeared and become inſenſible. 


What Motive can be offered more alluring 
than the Joys of Angels; what Terror more 
effectual to diſſuade than the Sufferance of | 


everlaſting Burnings ? 


To theſe Conſiderations I might add the” 


domineering Influence of evil Habits, which 
by Inveteracy grow into our Natures, and 
become a part of ourſelyes, a part ſo eſſen- 


tially and inſeparably our's, that the AÆthio- 


pian can as eaſily change his Skin, or the Leo- 
pard his Spots.; or if the Separation be not 


na- 


| 
| 
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naturally impoſſible; that cannot however be 
made without the greateſt Anguiſh and 
Agony both of Body and Mind, with a Tor: 
ment that may welFbe compared to the cut- 
ting off a 7ight Hand or plurting out a right 
Eye. Pauſe now- a Moment on this, and 
Judge what would be the Caſe of an harden- 
ed Sinner, that had ſeen one of his wicked 
Companwns returned from the Abodes of 


Woe to teſtify againſt his Vices. Why, 
doubtleſs, the Man, would be, to the laſt 


degree, ſtartlec and amazed: Like one op- 
preſſed with a ſudden Stroke of ill News, 
you would ſee him at firſt” all Terror and 
Dejection. But when he begins to converſe 
again with the World, and t6 renew his 
Commerce with his gay Acquaintanee, when 


he Tide of Paſſion returns and overflows and 
obliterates from his Memory Al the Traces 


of the ghaſtly Viſitant, tormented with the 
cConſtant Irritation of Evil Habits, ſolicited 
with warm Inclinatiöns, importuned by the 
Pleaſures of Life, and goaded to Vice by a 
perpetual Pruriency of impetuous Deſires, 


Judge what a tranſient Terror would avail 
againſt 
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againſt a ſettled Habit : Or if you doubt your 
Capacity to judge, obſerve how the Matter 
ſtands in fact. How, for inſtance, did the 
hardened Pharoab i in a parallel Caſe behave? 
While Egypt groans under Plagues ; how 

importunate are his Prayers, how. large his 
Promiſes of a better Obedience; J but no 
ſooner are the divine Viſitations withdrawn, 
than he returns to his old Queſtion, who is 


the Lord that I Gould ſerve him ? So does 
the Malefactor behave under the Sentence 
of the Law. So does the Sinner whom 
Sickneſs has reduced to the Borders of the 
next World. In the dark and gloomy Time, 
when he is walking through the Valley of the 
Shadow of Death, how. deeply convinced is 
he of the Wiſdom of being religious, how 
entirely ſatisfied of the Madneſs of thoſe, 
who take more Care to provide for this ſhort 
Life, than to prepare for that State, that 
will ſoon begin and never know an End! ? 
Troubled to the laſt Degree for his wicked 
Life, he makes the moſt ſolemn Promiſes 
and Profeſſions of becoming better : God 
mercifully ſpares him : See, he returns from 

ö F the 
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the Confines of the Grave, like a Meſſengef 
| from the other World, and with an Atten. 
tion as much awakened, as a real Meſſenger 

could give Him. "Ard what now may be 
| expected from theſe hopeful Girdvndagtll 7 
What do all his Vows of F 
to? Alas, all vaniſhes with his Retovety : 

All his Righteouſneſs is as the Morning 
Cloud, and. as the early Dew which Poſſe 


n 


-_ © God has, 2 e provided a blogs, 4 

plain Rule for Men to walk by; ſupported 
on ſufficient Evidenee, if Men will regard 
Evidence, backed by the higheſt Proniiſes/ 
if Promiſes can influence; and enforced by 
the awfulleſt Threatenings to direct and per- 
ſuade chem to Godlimfs of Living. But no 
Proviſion is made for the Obſtinacy of har 
dened Reprobates, whom not a Meſſenger. 
from the Dead would probably reclaim and 
ro whom therefore” ho Meſſenger will be 
ſent. Bo you ſearch the Seriptures, and 
are you nevettheleſs without a Senſe of your 


Duty to God and Nan, unperſuaded by 
Moſes 
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Moſes and the Prophets, by Jeſus and the 
Apoſtles ? Blame not the want of Evidence 
but, as the Apoſtle to the Hebrews adviſes, 
Heb. iii. 12. take head of an Evil Heart of 
Unbelief. There ſeems to be but very little 
Ground of Complaint that we want Evidence» 
when plain Honeſty of Heart will effectual- 
ly guide us. F any Man will do God's will 
he ſhall know of the Dofrine whether it be of 
Cad. Jobs vii. 17; A common Underſtand- 
ing will afford a ſufficient Light, if Evil 
Paſſions do not cloud it, and fill the whole 
Man with nn. | 


| LR contented with the 
Ways and the Evidence of God. It is not 
his Will to conduct us to eternal Life, by 
offering invincible. Demonſtration to our 
Underſtanding, or by operating irreſiſtibly 
upon the Will. But the Great Doctrines of 
Religion both natural and revealed, the in- 
diſpenſable Rules of Duty, the divine Au- 
thority of Jeſus and his Apoſtles, and the 
Certainty of a Judgment Day when all Men 
Hall receive according to their Werts, are in 


F 3 | the 
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the Scriptures ſet forth with a Clearneſs, and 
confirmed with an Evidence ſufficient to ſa- 
tisfy every honeſt and reaſonable Mind. 


F or thofe who can reſift this Evidence, there 
is indeed no Remedy provided. 1 


TP 


- May God give us the Grace Criouſly to 
improve the Knowledge imparted to us, di- 
ligently to ſtudy the ſacred Book, and earneſt- 
ly to apply our Hearts unto Miſdom, even that 
Wiſdom which the word of God teaches, 
which 7s firſt pure, then peaceable, not conten- 
tious nor perverſe, but gentle and eaſy to le 
e full of Mercy and good Fruits. James 
17. They who believe not Moſes' and 
4 Prophets, or liye uninfluenced by their 
Belief, may think it ſtrange that you run not 
with them to the ſame Exceſs of Vice and Riot 
1 Peter iv. 4. But ye, beloved, building up 
yourſelves on your moſt holy Faith, preying in 
the holy Ghoſt, keep yourſebves in the Love of 
Cad, looking for the mercy of our Lord Feſug 
1 unto eternal Life. Jude xx. 11 


o. 
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Of that Mercy may God make us all 
partakers, and give us the Grace to ſeek it 

by a patient Continuance in well doing through 
Feſus Chriſt our Lord. 


OY 
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Behold thou art made while : Sit to more, le 
@ worſe Thing come unto the. 


HESE are the Words of our Saviour 


to the impotent Man, whom he had 
een healed. The Fact is related in 
the preceding Verſes of the Chapter: And 
the Text contains a Rule for his future 
Conduct, enforced by the awful Conſidera- 
tion of greater and ſeverer Puniſhments to 
be inflicted upon him, if he ſhould wicked. 
ly forget his preſent merciful Deliverance, 
and Di * into his former Offences. 


An afotting Caution its likewiſe to eve · 
ry Man who has done amiſs and dealt wiek - 
edly, and afterwards repented of his Guilt, 
and endeavoured to make his Peace — 

God. 
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© God. —Behold thou art recovered from the 
 Labyrinths of Guilt and/Miſety : God has 
accepted thy Contrition and thy Tears: Thy 
| bens are forgiven thee, and thou art replaced 
in a State of Grace and Salvation ;—Go and 
Site 20 more. EG nab? 


929 


. Feom which Werde! hal wb eln 
to eiquire a r A 


f. How van and unavailing that Re- 
penitance is, Which is followed by common 
and habitual e into Sin; and ſhall 
ſhew 2 229 5 DD 


2. That ſuch Weges and a Re: 
lapſes both heighten a Man's Guilt, and 
add to his Danger by increaſing the Diffi- 
my of his hi RIG — * 


1 Maran is a Duty which 
the Scripture denotes-by different Expreſ- 
ſions and in various "Manners : Sometimes: 
by Regeneration or the new Birth, by which, 


is meant the new modelling of the animal. 
Paſſions 
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Paſſions and implanting a Principle « of Grace | 
and Virtue to direct and controul them: 
Sometimes by a: new. Creature, an Expreſ- 
ſion which conveys. the ſame Idea, and ſigni-, 
fies the ſame heavenly Direction, given to 
the Appetites , and Affections. But where 
this Duty. Is expreſſed | in a Plain unfigurative 
Manner, it is deſcribed by its Effects upon 
the Lives of Men, where it produces the 
proper Fruits of Repentance ; a ceaſing to do 
Evil, and learning to do well. | 


"Mak ci Been in ir s s firſt 
Principle, a Change of Heart, if after this, 
there is a Return, an immediate habitual Re- 
turn to thoſe very Sins which it has renounc- 
ed, can you imagine that the Heart was ever 
really and effectually changed? Is it credible, 
that a Man ſhould be abſolutely reſolved to 
forbear his wicked Habits, and immediate 
y after, without any. Reluctance or Heſita- 
tion, renew upon the firſt Temptation all 
that Guilt which he profeſſed to /abhor and: | 
reform? Where the Will is indeed changed, 
| 10797 10 70 noise 52M: 
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it has ever a ſettled Averſioſ to thoſe Prac⸗ 
tices, in which it before delighted. And a 
ſteady Purpoſe of Heart is in Truth a much 
| ſtronger Motive to Action than can be over- 
ruled by little Difficulties, or miſled by or- 


dinary Seduction. Take a Man, whoſe Heart 
is bent upon the Acquiſition of Wealth, 


| how hard is it to divert him from his Pur- 


poſe ? You may by ſuperior Abilities de- 
ceive him : You may repreſent his Intereft 
in falſe Lights, and ſo make him purſue his 
| Loſs inſtead of his Profit. But never, whilſt 
his Will is fteadily fixed, can you perfuade 
him with his Eyes open to make a lofing 
Bargain, or renounce a proſpect of certain 
Gain, Had but the repenting Sinner the 
fame deterniieidt Love of God and Virtue, 
the ſame fixed. Hatred of every Thing im- 
moral and vicious, you would ſee in him 
the ſame ſteady Purſuit of Virtue, the ſame 
eonſtant Avoidance of every Thing that was 
contrary to Virtue. He might indeed. be. 
ſubje& to Slips and Failutes in che Courſe 
of his Duty, and to the ſame we are ſubject 


in the Proſecution of our temporal Concerns. 
In- 


F 
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Inadvertences and Surprizes are inſeparable 
from human Nature in it's preſent Imperfec- 
tion, whatever Choice we make to ourſelves 
either of Virtue, or Intereſt. But the ge- 
neral Tenor and Stream oſ a Man's Actions 
always runs in the Channel marked out by 
his ruling Paſſion, and follows the ſettled 
Determination of his on Mind. | | 


It is 3 then, chat the lincereſt Re- 
pentance does not imply an abſolute and 
unſinning Obedience for the future, no more 
than the ſteadieft Virtue js ſuperior to all 
Imperfection. Bur if, after a ſeeming Change 
of Heart, there be ſudden and. frequent Re- 
turns to Sin, there is not the ſhadow of a 
Likelihood, that this Change ever was an 
earneſt and effectual one, For in other In- 
ſtances of Men's Conduct, however great 
you ſuppoſe the Infirmity of human Nature; 
we do not fee ſuch ſtrange Appearances of 
Lightneſs and Inconſtaney. In other Caſes | 
wherein Men take Reſolutions, and their 
Intereſts or their Pleaſures are concerned, 

they hold to them with F net and pur- 

G 2 
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ſue them with Diligence. Now why muſt 
it be ſuppoſed, that in the Buſineſs of Re: 
| pentance, when Grace has touched your 
Heart and a right Spirit is renewed within you, 
why muſt it be ſuppoſed that you are ſtill 
Jo frail and unſteady ? Why muſt you weak. 
Iy believe, that whilſtin every other Concern 
of Life upon Which your Hearts are fixed 


your Behaviour is uniform and of a Piece, 


ou are only father to Weakneſs and Un- 
eros: to your | Reſolutions, when thoſe 


Reſolutions require you to be conſtant to 
Virtue and upright in the Service of God ? 


The ſhort Account of the: Matter is this. In 
the Intereſts and Pleaſures of Life Men are 
in Earneſt and act with Vigour!' The Will 
is effectüally bent, and powerfully influences 
their Actions. But when this Earneſtneſs 
and Vigour appears not in the practice of 
Religion and Virtue, the plain Reafon 
is, Men's Wills are yet unchanged, no 
Renovation of Temper, no real Repentance 
is obtained. Their Hearts have ſtill the 
lame wrong Bias which draws, as it natural- 
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ly muſt, ino the ſame . LU wicked 
gun} | 1 eee v. = 


fr 


Ir is did, Indedd, thas 1 are frail im. 
perfect C reatures, and the Will of the fins 
cereſt Penitent has ſtrong and vehement 
Enemies to encounter, namely, his own re- 
bellious Paſſions: | This is doubtleſs true: 
There is in Men an unhappy Impotence to 
Good, a fatal Proneneſs to Evil. But in⸗ 
ſufficient as of 6urfelves * we are to think a 
good Thought, Ged's Grace ts ſtill fu ficient 
for us. Aſk and you ſhall not want Aſſiſt- 
ance, No Man, that ſincerely deſires to do 
the Will of God, ſhall ever want the neceſ- 
ſary Abilities. © Allowing therefore that our 
Paſſions are as real and dangerous Enemies, 
as you are willing to have them thought, yet 
if the Vow and Promiſe, which a repenting 
Sinner makes of perſevering in Obedience to 
God's Law, is ſincere, it will at leaſt be 
ſtronger than his Paſſions, and able to ſub- 
due them. But who can believe that it is 
ſuch, when the very contrary is evident, 
when the Sinner, after his pretended Repen- 


tance, 
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tance, is as great a Slave to his Paſſions, ay 
diſorderly in his Life, as libertine and rak- 


iſh in his Talk, as blameable, and irregular 


in his Actions, as he was before. True Re. 
pentance js not a half Deſire or impotent 
Wiſh of Reconciliation with God. It pants 
inceſſantly after Innoceney and Virtue, beats 
a ſtrong Avyerſion to all Sin, and labours 
earneſtly in every. Inftance, of Duty. And 
where it wants theſe characteriſtic Qualities, 
it is not true, but a vain and unavailing 
Repentance, unfit for God's Fg 
and n of any Reward, 


bf 


Try the Sincerity of ſuch a, Repentanco 
by a parallel Caſe, and obſerve in what 
Manner you behave in Matters of muchleſ 
importance, but ſuch as Men's Wills are 
earneſtly bent upon. You are recovered 
from a very dangerous Sickneſs, and ate 
afraid of a Relapſe. How careful are you to 
prevent it? What Mortifications do you not 
ſubmit to? You abſtain from your Pleaſures, 
endure Confinement, patiently take the nau. 
ſeous Draught that is to reſtore your Health, 


and 
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and obſerve etactly the difagreeable Regi- 
men that is preſcribed for it's Security. 
And tell me, is the Reſtoration of your 
ſpiritual Health of leſs Conſequence than 
the Health of the Body? Can you be ſaid 
to deſire ſincerely the Recovery of your 
Minds from the Depths of Sin and Miſery, 
when you negle& the Means neceſſary to 
prevent a Relapſe into your former Guilt, 
and walk in the ſame Way that leads down 
W to the Chambers of eternal Death? To fa, 
that thoſe Paſſions which hurry you into Sin 4 | 
are ſtronger than thoſe Appetites that 
oppoſe the natural Deſire of Life, is mere 
Deceit and Impofition upon yourſelves. 
For name the Sin, name the wicked Action 
which you are the fondeſt of: And yet 
were you aſſured that the very next Time you 
are guilty of it, Ruin would inſtantly en- 
ſue, that you would fink immediately into 
extreme Want, or fall into incurable” Sick- - 
neſs, or become the laſting Scorn and Con- 
tempt of the World, where is the Man, that 
upon ſuch Terms, would go and intoxicate 
himſelf, that would do a diſhoneſt Action, 

that 
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| frail as Men are, no more is neceflary to keep 


the preſent Puniſhment of Tranſgreſſion, 


ture, that you are not able to forbear them. 
Men may deceive themſelves by ſuch ridi- 


\ You may alledge human Weakneſs in your 


| ſtrong enough to forbear what is wrong and 


without Scruple or Heſitation, when you 
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that would take the Members ef Chr and make 
them the Members of an Harlot. Now if ag 


them innocent, than the Dread of Death as 


how vain and falſe is it to ſay, that your 
7 aſſions are too ſtrong for your Reſolutions, 
or that you ſincerely repent of your Sins, 
and yet ſuch is the Infirmity of human Na. 


culous Imaginations ; but God is not deceived, 


Excuſe : But if you are willing enough and 


ſinful for the Avoidance of a temporal 
Death, and yet commit the ſame, Practices 


are threatened with God's Anger and eternal 
Vengeance, it is plain beyond C ontradiction, 
that your Heart is not right with Ged, that 
you fear them indeed which kill the Bech ard 
after that have no more that they can. do, but 
have no jult reverence, no real fear of him, 
Ds which 
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wobich after he hath killed; hath Power adler 
hoch dee e ee FD | 


When fach Men. Fay they imagine they 
have repented of their Sins, though they 
have felt much Concern, and lamented; their 
Guilt with Paſſion. and Tears, if no Refor- 
mation follow, if they return again, to their 
Sins; all this is no Proof that they have Gin- 
cerely repented, and made their Peace with 
God. Theſe are only the Tears, of Eſak, 


which though accompanied with ſtrong Cop i. 


ing and Lamentations are not entitled to 


the Bleſſing. What God requires of the true 
Penitent-is the ſame which Men think ex- 
tremely reaſonable. to demand from one ano 
ther, that you ſhould act honeſtly.and up- 
rightly with your Maker, as you would ex- 
pect Men to deal by you : That you ſhould 
bring a well diſpoſed Heart to the Study of 
Religion, earneſtly implore the aids of Grace, 
and diligently” i improve them to the Purifi- 
cation of your Life and Manners. bi you 
ak and have not, it is becauſe you alk not 


ſeriouſly and, fervently. If you receive, but 
| T1 
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make no Uſe, this is receiving the Grace of 
God in Vain, and: acting deceitfully with your 
Redeemer.—Now if a Man had deceived you, 
you would think it but common Prudence 
to diſtruſt him afterwards, and reject met 
good Words without honeſt Actions to wit. 
neſs for the Sincerity of them. And why 
ſhould God be more favourable to you, or 
treat you otherwiſe than you think it juſt 
and equitable to treat one another. Let u 
therefore, my Brethren, endeavour earneſſi 
to make our Repentanee compleat. Let u 
reaſon, as the wiſe Man, Ecclus. x&ly. 24. 
teaches us to reaſon; He that waſherh bmi 
after tbe toliching of a dead Body, if he touch 
10 again, what availeth bis waſhing S j i 
with a Man that faſtetb for his Sins, and goel 
again and death the ſame ; ; zoho will bear buy 
Prayer? ? O tobat doth bis bumbling pr 
fit bim? You may 2 0 and ſhed Tean 
and uſe all the outward Signs of Re 
"0 pentanice, but if no real Reformation fol 
low, if you relapſe into the ſame Practices 
this Is not Repentance, but a new Provoci 
tion; an Acknowledgement of your Wick 
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edneſs, and a Reſolution to continue in it. 
The Sorrow which God will accept is thus 

deſcribed by his Prophet (Ezekiel xviii. 21. 

22.) with whoſe Words I ſhall cloſe the pre- 

ſent Head of Diſcourſe ; If the wicked will | 

urn from all his Sins that he hath committed, 

and keep all my Statutes, and do that which is 
awful and right, he ſball ſurely live, be ſhall 
not die, ſaith the Lord; all his Tranſgreſfons 
bat be * committed, they ſhall not be men. 
iemed unto him, in his Righteouſneſs that be bath 
done be Pall live. But mark, I beſeech you, 
hat follows in the 24th Verſe of the ſame 
hapter. When the righteous turneth away 
from his Righteouſneſs, when the repenting 
Sinner cancels his Repentance, and returns 
afreſh to thoſe habitual Sins which he pre- 
feſſed to renounce, and committeth Iniquity, 
end doth according to all the Abominations of the | 
vicked'. and impenitent, ſpall be live? All bis 
vebteouſneſs that he hath done ſhall not be men- 
'oned, in his Trapp that he bath treſpaſſed, and 
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Sod of his Mercy give us the Grace ſes: 
riouſly to conſider theſe: Things, that we! 
may effectually deny Ungodlineſs and: worldly. 
Lufts and live Sober and righteous ani i godly i 
the World for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt our 
| | Lord: N N 


; 4 ; 


4 


| 
; 
ö 
| 


1} 


* 0 
4 o 
—— — ———— äyJ—J— . — .. 
4 « < ' g - * 
. E & S » 
. 7 . 
5 - a 


= 


? | * ” 4 * 2 <a. & : , 
# & . + % * PR * X 4 s N ' - . 
' 7 | iv * 0 * ; - © I 
* s - hs . - d 
i Ul 


Jon vi 14. 


Behold hs 2 art nad whole 3 An no. more, it 
a worſe Thing come od thee, 


JETURNS to-Sin after an | 
a-Relapſe into a bad Diſtemper. after. 
the Patient's Recovery, are of moſt dan - 
gerous: Tendency, and N the fataleſt 
Event. Repentance, in the Notion of it, 
implies a deep Conviction of the Evil, and 
penal Conſequences of Guilt, that it op- 
poſes the divine Will, and tends to the ir- 
reparable Ruin of guilty, Creatures. To re- 
new our wicked Habits under ſuch a ſenſible 
Perſuaſion of the dreadful Ilſue of them, is 
a plain Indication of a Mind enſlaved to the 
Love of Vice, and loſt to all Fear of God, | 
and Care of a. Man's. immortal Happineſs... 
The laſt State. of ſuch an / one is worſe; than 
the 
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the firſt : His Return to Vice makes him 
more guilty than before, is a greater Pro- 
vocation to God, renders his Caſe more de- 
plorable and deſperate, and will, without a 
farther Repentance, which it is extremely 
difficult for him to go through with, plunge 
him deeper into' Hell, and greatly en- 
creaſe his Damnation, | 


Having, in a preceding Diſcourſe upon 
the Text endeavoured to evince, that habitual 
Relapſes into Sin, after a pretended Repen- 
tance, are a plain Evidence that our Repen- 
tance was not ſincere and effectual, I nom 


proceed to ſhew 2 


2. That ſuch frequent and cuſtomary Re- 
turns to Vice, and Wickedneſs add to a Man's 
Guilt and Danger, render his Repentance | 
extremely difficult, and almoſt impoſſible, 


In the firſt Place it is certain, that a Man's 
falling again into the ſame habitual Sins, 
from which he had by Repentance endea- 


voured to reclaim himſelf, does not only 
renew 
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renew his Guilt, but revives and redoubles 
the Fury of thoſe evil Appetites and Pai- 
ſions that hurry him into Guilt. Then the 
Guilt muſt be tenfold greater, where Men 
ſin preſumptuouſly, and with their Eyes 
open, and venture to follow their corrupt 
Tnclinations under the full Senſe that they 
are diſobeying God, and mortally wounding 
their own Souls. If you were perſuaded to 
lament your Sins, to reſolve and endeavour 
to reform them, becauſe wicked Actions are 
the Reproach of a reaſonable Nature, have 
the Puniſhments of another World moſt 
plainly denounced againſt them, and will as 
certainly make a Man for ever miſerable, as 
Felony or Treaſon will ſubje& him to the 
Penalty of human Laws, and coſt” him his 
Life in this World—yet if after a Convic- 
tion of your Guilt, you ſtruggle through all 
theſe Motives-to a better Life, bear down - 
the Oppoſition of your Conſcience, and 

plunge again into your former Sins, in Con- 
_ tempt of the Redeemer's Blood, in Defiance 
of God's Wrath, and the Miſeries denoun- 
ced againſt thoſe that obey not the Goſpel, by 


what 
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what. new Motivos can you efterwards be re- 
-ealledio a Senſe of your Guilt, and excited 
to er from. the: M raub 10 come Not by the 
(Uglinets and ſhameful Nature of Sin: For 
ahis you ſaw, when you returned to the Mon- 
ſter's; Embraces; not by a Senſe of God's 
Mercy in Chriſt Jeſus. for this. had no Ef. 
fect to ꝓrevent your relapſing into thoſe 
Practices which God hates, and Chriſt died 
to. redeem you from; not the Fear of his 
Diſpleaſure, for you abandoned his Service 
after yau- knew, the Terrors of the Lord, and 
Aid wickedly, when vou were convinced that 
God will by no. Means acquit . the Guilty, 
There remains then ſcarcely any Way to 
prevent your everlaſting Peſtruction; no 
Method of Grace which vou have got already 

defied- and. defeated ; no new. Terror to re- 
elaim you from the way that Leads down to 
the Chambers of Death. Your C ondlition 3 Is 
far more guilty. and daygerous- than ever, 
and yet you, have but the ſame Motives to 
Repentance and Obedience, thoſe very Mo- 
tives which by your own F ault bave already 


proved too weak to reſtrain your Palfions, 
and 


S'E R M O N IV. 57 
and ſupport you in the Diſcharge of your 
Duty, which have farther loſt a great Deal 
of their Force and Fitneſs to work upon 
your Mind, and reform your Life from the 
Contempt wherewith you have already treat- 
ed them, and which you are grown into an 
Habit of neglecting and deſpiſing. 


In the 10th Chapter of the Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews (26, 27 Verſes) we read, that if tue 


fn wilfully, after that we have received the 


Knowledge of the Trath, there remaineth no 
more Sacrifice for Sin, but a certain fearful looting 
for of Judgment and fiery Indignation which ſhall 
devour the Adverſaries. It is impoſſible, ſays 
the Author of the ſame Epiſtle (Chapter vi. 
4 5, b.) for thoſe who'were once enlightened, 
ond have taſted of the Heavenly Gift, aud were 
made Partakers of the HolyGhbeſt, and have tafted 
the good Word of God, and the Powers of the 
Warld to come, if they fhall fall away, to renew 
them again unto Repentance. Now this indeed 
i ſpoken by the Apoſtle concerning Apo- 
ſtaly from the Chriſtian Faith; but holds, 
nevertheleſs, to a great degree true in the 
I | Caſe 
3 | 
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Caſe of thoſe, who from 'a Courſe of Sin 
have become ſenſible of- their Danger, and 
have been enlightened with the Knowledge 
of their Duty, and of the fatal Conſequences 
of diſobeying it, and yet afterwards. in Op- 
poſition to their Reaſon, and againſt the 
Reluctances of Conſcience have deſerted 
their good Principles, and relapſed afreſh 
into their former impious Practices. I is 
impaſſible— That is — in the mildeſt Senſe 
It is in the laſt Degree difficult to reſtore 
them by Repentance to the Mercy and Ac- 
ceptance of God. Or 


If you enquire, 1 a Return to Sin 
makes Repentance afterwards ſo very hard 
as to be termed impoſſible, ſeveral Reaſons 
may be given, —namely, the new and high 
Provocation it offers to the Spirit of God, 
and its conſequent withdrawing from us, 
the freſh and additional Strength it gives to 
Men's evil Inclinations ;—its perverting the 


Remedies that ſhould heal our Vices intoMat- 
ter of yew Fuel and Temptation to them. 


v3 0 
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It is the plain Doctrine of Scripture, 
which unenlightened Reaſon taught the Hea- 
then World alſo to believe, that God's In- 
ſpiration and Aſſiſtance are neceſſary to con- 
duct and ſupport us in the way of Virtue, 
and againſt the Temptations and Terrors by 
which our Virtue is liable to be miſled, or 
ſnaken. This Aid of Heaven we are taught 
and commanded daily and earneſtly to im- 
plore. But if inſtead of praying for this 
Aſſiſtance Men obſtinately oppoſe it, re- 
nounce the Light it offers, and fall back 
into the ſame horrible Pit, the ſame Mire 
and filthy Practice out of which God's 
Grace has but juſt recovered them, what 
Hope is there, that God ſhould not depart 
from us, as he did from Saul, and anfiver us 
no more, (1 Sam. XXvyi. 15.) If we root up 
thoſe good Inclinations which God's Spirit 
has planted, ſtifle thoſe holy Terrors which / 
he has mercifully raiſed in our Hearts, and 
by every way of abſurd Paſſion and wicked 
Indulgence oppoſe the Workings of this 
heayenly Influence on our Minds,—have we 
not Reaſon to fear, that his Spirit will not 


I-Y always 
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always ftrive with Us, but give us up at laſt 
to the Guidance of our own Hearts Lufts, 
and to follow the bent of our corrupt 
Imaginations. And this ſurely is enough 
to render our Return to God and Virtue 
extremly difficult, if not impoſſible. If with- 
out him we are able to do nothing, how 
"ſhall we be able without him to accompliſh. 
the moſt difficult Thing in the World, the 
Reformation of vicious Habits that are by 
long Indulgence woven into the very Frame 
of our Nature. Hear how terribly God 
threatens ſuch Forſakers of his Grace with 
the Deſertion of his Spirit at a Time when 
they ſhall feel and deplore the Want of it, 
in the Day of Calamity, when Diſtreſt and 
Anguiſh have overtaken them, Becauſe I 
have called and ye refuſed, I bave ſiretched out 
my Hand, and no Man regarded, T alſo will 
laugh at your Calamity, I will mock cuben your. 
Fear cometh, —Then ſhall they call upon me but 1 
will not anſwer, they ſhall ſeek me early, but they 
ſpall not find me; andthe Reaſon of this ſevere 
Proceedibg is aſſigned in the 29th Verſe of the 
firſt Chapter of Proverbs, ſor that they hated: 
r J Knows 
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Knowledge and did not chuſe the Fear of the- 
Lord. They were incorrigible, thought con- 
vinced of their Guilt, and ſinned againſt the 
plain and evident Terrors which God had 
planted around them to ſecure their Repen-. 
ice, and Reformation. TR 


But beſides our provoking God to with- 
draw from us, Men' s evil inclinations do 
moreover - receive new Strength and Fury 
from every Return into Vice, and the ſame | 
Relapſe, which makes them weak and impo- 
tent to Good, is a freſh Recruit to their Ap- 
petites, and a ſupply of Spirits to do Evil, 
By a Repetition of evil Actions an Habit is 
formed, and a formed Habit ends in Hard- 
neſs and Inſenſibility. Thus Vice is en- 
grafted into the Soul, and becomes a ſecond. 
Nature. And what is natural neceſſitates, 
and cannot be over-ruled, To this Neceſ- 
ſity of doing Evil implanted by Habit and 
Cuſtom Deſpair ſucceeds; and, Deſpair 
makes it morally impoſſible for the Sinner to 
repent. This is the deplorable State of thoſe 
n by St. Paul, (22006 iv. 19.) Who 


being 
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being paſt feeling have given themſelves oven 
to Laſgiviouſneſs, to work all Uncleanneſs with 
 Greedineſs. At firſt Men look upon a wick- 
ed Action with Abhorrence, The firſt Com- 
miſſion of it is followed with an overwhelm- 
ing Shame, and intolerable Remorſe, and 
the guilty Creature can ſcarce bear to ſnew 
his Face, or to think of himſelf with Pa- 
tience. But by frequent Relapſes Shame 
dies, and Remorſe is no more; the Man be- 
comes hardened, aſſumes 4 Where's Fore- 
bead, grows into Familiarity and Fondneſs 
with the beaſtly Practice, repeats it without 
Scruple, becomes enſlaved to it, and de- 
| ſpairing to ſubdue it reſigns himſelf up en- 
tirely to it. Convinced that God 1s holy and 
cannct look upon Iniquity, and knowing him- 
ſelf loſt to all Love of Virtye and Deſire of 
Holineſs he abandons all Hopes of Mercy, 
as he hardly thinks it poſſible to recover 
from his Impurities, and to perfef? Holineſs, 
which alone can intitle him to Mercy. Now 
though no Man ſhould deſpair, ſince Chriſt 
came into the World to ſave Sinners, and God. 
is ever ready to receive the true. Penitent 


8 that 


LEY 


SER MON IV. 6; 
that earneſtly deſires to be cleanſed from his 
Corruption; yet is this Deſpair, which is 2 
new Sin, the natural. Fruit of frequent Re- 
lapſes into evil Habits, and an evil Heart of © 
Unbelief, which is the Source of them. And 
when Men are paſt Hope, as well as paſt 
Feeling, let any one judge how hard it muſt 
be to renew ſuch unhappy Creatures to 
Repentance. | | 


_ Eſpecially if it be farther conſidered, that 

the abandoning a Man's Repentance, and 
renewing his Guilt, after he hath made him- 
{elf deeply ſenſible of the horrid Nature and 
fatal Conſequences of it, not only is the 
greateſt Inſult and Outrage that can be of- 
fered to the infinite Majeſty and Mercy of 
the great and good God, not only gives 
new Fury to our rekindled Appetites and 
Paſſions, but does farther diſable the Sinner 
to repent and return to God by perverting the 
Remedies that ſhould heal his Vices intoMat- 
ter of freſh Fuel and Temptation to them. 

What indeed can we think of faithleſs Crea- 


tures, that repent of their Repentance, and 
* 
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ſink into the ſame Practices, of which they 
have but juſt acknowledged the beaſtly Na- 
ture and fatal Tendency? What can we | 
hope of a Man that has twenty times be- 
walled his Guilt, and vowed to teform, and 
twenty times returned lite the Dog to bis Vo- 
mit. Did you wiſh his Salvation with the 
ſame Concern that you labour after your 
own; yet by what Reaſons and Arguments 
can you hope to perſuade him? There is no 
Morive that has not already been urged to 
him in vain; no Truth important to his 
Happineſs, which he has not conſidered and 
rejected; no Inftance of Virtue, or Example 
of the fatal Iſſues of Vice, that he has not 
reviewed and deſpiſed. May it not be fd 
of ſuch Offenders, in the Language of the 
Prophet, (Jeremiab xxx. 12, 13.) Thy Bruiſt 
is incurable, and thy Wound is grievous, Thert 
is none 10 plead thy Cauſe, that thou mayeſt be 
ound up; thou haſt no bealing Medicine. 


The Truth is, a cuſtomary Return to Sin, 
after our Repentance of it, is a complicated 
Guilt, that mingles Ingratitude and Con- 

_ tempt 
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| tempt with Diſobedience. God's Mercy i in 


pardoning a Man's paſt Offences is made 
the Reaſon of repeating them. And what 
is this, but to be wicked becauſe God is good, 
to In becaufe Grate "abounds, whoſe Damna- 
tion the Apoſtle pronounces juſt. Were you 
aſſured, the next deliberate, wilful Sin you 
commit, the next Time you are guilty of 


the Sins of Uncleanneſs, the next Time you, 
are intemperate, or act diſhoneſtly, the next 
Time you profane the Sabbath, or take 
God's Name in Vain, that the' Door of Mercy 
would be but againſt you, and though with 


the ſincereſt Grief, and the moſt paſſionate 


Repentance you ſhould cry out Lerd, Lord, 
open unto us, yet the irreverſible Sentence 
ſhould be pronounced, I know you not, ye 
workers of Iniquity, depart into devouring 
Flames—where ' is the Man in his Senſes, 
who believes there is an Heaven and an Hell, 
that would not, in ſuch a Caſe, deny Unged- 
neſs and <worldly Luſts, and live Sober, and 
righteous and godly in the World? It is plain 
then, if Men renew their Guilt, after Vows 
of Reformation, the Reaſon. 1 is, that God's 

N long- 
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bong : ſuffering, which ſhould Jad them 10 
| Repentance.s. the Temptation or Occaſion of 
their-plunging again into che Vices which he 
hates. You have tried what there is in Sin, 
and have repented. You, have tried what 
Repentance is, and have again returned to 
Sin. Pray conſider Is not this to give 
Sentence againſt your Maker, to ſay that 
the Devil's Yoke is light, and God's an in- 
tolerable Burthen ? If any thing can ſhut, 
the Door of Mercy againſt Us, and render 
Heaven irreconcileable, it muſt ſurely be 
ſuch an inſulting Preference and Provoca- 
tion as . Such a Relapſe from Duty, like 
an. Apoſtaſy from the Faith, is the Reaſon, 
why ſome Commentators have thought it to 
deſerve. the whole Severity of the Apoſtles 
Determination, it is impaſſble to renew thay. 
to: Repentance. By which they did not mean, 
that this moral Incapacity. of repenting was 
the Conſequence of thoſe Relapſes which 
are occafioned by human Weakneſs, by In- 
advertencies, and Surprizes, but of great, 
and deliberate, and wilful Sins, that di- 


honour God, and diſgrace. the Goſpgl, of 
; Jeſus 
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Jeſus Chriſt. O may it never be the Lot of 


any of us to know by ſad Experience, how 
far ſuch repeated Guilt and frequent Revolts, 


from a 1 aerciful Redeemer will render our, 


- Repentance afterwards difficult, and as it 
were a n | | 


** a Word; let us s learn from the 8 


Caution in the Text to fin uo more; let us 
learn the high Importance of the Apoſtle's 


Admonition, 1 Cor. x. 12. Let him that thintetb 


be Randethwake heed leſt be fall. Be vigilant, | 


and upon your Guard; and let the Ruin of, 
thoſe who periſhed by renouncing their Re- 


pentance, perſuade you to be ſerious in the 


Buſineſs of Religion, and to wort out your 
Salvation with Fear and Trembling. Learn 
to know yourſelves, to know your Infirmi- 
ties and Inclinations, that you may be able 
to guard and govern them, to know* your 


Danger that you may fly from it, the Temp- 


tations that beſet, and the Company which 


infects you, in order to avoid them. And 


oh the other Hand, let not any Man deſpair. 
Though he has fallen from his Repentance, 
K 2 3 


— 
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and returned again to his former Sins, let 
him yet not abſolutely deſpair. His Con- 
verſion is. difficult indeed, but not quite im- 
poſſible; or if it be humanly impoſſible, yet 
nothing is impoſſible with God: Becauſe it is 
not impoſſible, and becauſe it is moſt in- 
diſpenſably neceſſary, he ougat to under- 
take it; and becauſe it is difficult, he ought 
ſurely to ſet about it in catneſt and imme- 
diately. 1 


And may the God of all Merey viſit you 
with his Salvation! May he bleſs your De- 
fires of Holineſs, and work in you both to will 
and to do! May his Grace enable us all both. 
to know and practice the Things that belong 
to our Peace, that we may be ſaved from 
Wrath, and ever live in the Favour of God 
for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 


SERMON 


Jonn viii. 34. 
Whoſoever committeth Sin is the Servant of Sin. 


HERE would be little Danger of 
Men's falling into Vice, and com- 
mitting any groſs Immoralities, would they 
but conſider and aſſert the Dignity of their 
Nature. There is implanted in every Man 
an honeſt Pride in purſuing what is virtuous 
and right ; and till this natural Senſe and 
Applauſe of conſcious Integrity is ſubdued 
and filenced by Habits of Wickedneſs and 
Brutality, a Man cannot reflect on his Com- 
miſſion of unjuſt and ſhameful Actions with. 
out Bluſhes and Confuſion. It is this Prin- 
ciple in our Nature, that approves what is 
juſt and decent, and condemns the contrary, 
that our Saviour applies to in the Text, 
The Fews to the natural Reſtraints from 
Evil 
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Evil ariſing from the Turpitude and Baſe- 
neſs of it had ſuperadded a further Check in 
the Senſe of their Deſcent from Abraham, 
their Father, the great Example of religious 
Obedience, and the Friend of God. But in- 
heriting, as it ſometimes happens, a great 
Title withotit any of the Virtues that pro- 
duced it, our Saviour tells them the Vanity 
of Rank unſupported by Merit ; that as No- 
bility without Virtue is but titled Infamy; 
ſo if the Poſterity of Abraham degenerated 
from his Piety, they loſt all Claim to the il- 
luſtrious Diſtinction of Abrabam's Children. 
F ye continue in my Word, ye ſhall know the 
Truth, and the Truth ſhall make you free. 
They anſivered him, wwe be Abraham's Seed, and 
were never in Bondage to any Man ; how ſayeſt 
thou, ye ſhall be madę free? Jeſus anſwered 
them, whoſoever committeth Sin is the Servant 
of Sin. As in the great Honours and Titles 
which the Princes of this World may beſtow 
on the deſerving, all that the Poſſeſſors of 
them can tranſmit is only a ſplendid Name 
and a Robe of Honour, which deſerves no 


Value or Admiration where it happens to 
cloath 


S ER M ON V. 3 
cloath a vile Heart; fo. the Poſterity of faith- 
ful Arabam, if they do not the Works of Abya- 
ham, are not to be reputed his genuine Off. 
ſpring, but rather, as our Saviour ſeverely 
yet juſtly adds, tbe Children of their Father 
the Devil, whoſe Luſts they dg. For know ye 
net, that to whom you yield yourſelves Servant: 
to obey, his Servants ye are to whom ye obey ? 
Claim, as you pleaſe, the high Diſtinction 
of your Birth without ſuperior Virtue, you 
ſtand but on the Level of other Men; and 
though you make your Boaſt of God, and Abra- 
ham, and are inſtructed out of the Law, yet 
if through breaking the Law you diſhonour God, 


if you commit Sin, you are the Servants of Sin, | 


actual Slaves to it's Yoke, and with all the 
Oftentation and Pride of Freedom labour- 
ing under in reality and doing the 8 
of the vileſt Thraldom. 


Let us dwell a little upon this Subject, 
and conſider the Nature of this Slavery, that 
it is the moſt ſcandalous that can be, the 
moſt troubleſome and e Bondage; 

and 
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and theſe will be ſo many Arguments and 
Reaſons why we ſhould avoid it. 

i. He that is the Servant of Sin is the moſt 
infamous of Slaves. He ſerves an arbitrary 
cruel Tyrant, and ſerves him by Choice, 
whom if he pleaſed he might command. 
And what Inſtance can be produced of a 
more ſcandalous Depravity of Reaſon and 
Judgment! A ſurpriſing Proof no doubt it 
was thought of the ſtrangeſt Baſeneſs of 
Spirit, when a People, to whom the Romans 
offered their Liberty; were fo in Love with 
an arbitrary Government, as to chuſe to 
continue Slaves. Yet is Sin a Tyrant more 
brutal and baſe, than the worſt that ever in- 


ſalted and oppreſſed the moſt profligate Age 
of Slaves. The Man, who is unabaſhed 
under this ſordid Bondage, and can without 
Bluſhing reflect on his mean Submiſſion to 


it, is ſurely ſomething worſe than thoſe 


Wretches whom the + Hiſtorian mentions. 
Whilſt 


+ Sed Patres læti, ufurpats ſtatim libertate, beenden, ut erga 
principem novum & abſentem; primores equitum proximi 
gaudio patrum; pars populi integra, & magnis domibus annexaz 
clientes libertique damnatorum & exulum, in ſpem erecti: Plebs 
ſordida & circo ac theatris ſueta, fimul deterrimi ſervorum, aut 
qui adeſis bonis, per dedecus Neronis alebantur, mæſti & 
rumorum avidi. Tacit Hiſt. Lib, 1. Sect. 4. 
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Whilſt every worthy Roman was rejoicing 
for the Death of Nero the bloodieſt of Ty- 
rants, theſe Wretches on the contrary were 
full of Sorrow. The Scum and Refuſe of 
the People, whom he had entertained with 
Shews, the vileſt of the Slaves, and a Parcel 
of Rakes that had ſpent their own Fortunes 


and were ſubſiſted by the Monſter's Vices, | 
| —All ſuch grieved for his Death, and wiſh- 


ed for another like him. Who is not amazed 
at, or can forbear to condemn thoſe Iraelites, 
who murmured in the Wilderneſs, and 
hankered after the Fleſb- pots of Egypt, who 
in ſpite of Miracles were made Unbelievers 
by their Bellies, and by mere Conſiderations 
of Gluttony were induced to prefer a State 
of Slavery to the Government of God, and 
to place Freedom in the Bondage of Egypt. - 
Of the ſame infamous Kind, or rather. worſe, 
is that voluntary Slavery to wicked Luſts 
and Paſſions, which Men impoſe upon them- 
ſelves. And though ſome through long 
Familiarity with the baſeſt Practices ſeem to 
have loſt all Senſe of their ſhameful Nature, 
nay are become: profligate enough to boaſt 

L of 
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of them; this does not however take off 
from the Scandal of their Behaviour. Such 
Wrhetches as can glory in their Shame, like 
vile Women who have loſt the Power of 
Blufhing, ſhew indeed the Greatneſs of their 
Impudence, which the filthieſt Actions can- 
not put out of Countenance. Let them 
harden their Faces, and let them put on a 
Whore's Forehead, and refuſe to be aſhamed; 
they are ſtill Slaves to the meaneſt and baſeſt 
of Tyrants. Whoſoever committeth Sin is the 
Servant of Sin. They do the Deeds of their 
Father. They are of their Father the Devil 
end the Luſts of their Father they ill do, obe- 
dient to every Impulſe_of that wicked 
Spirit, and impotent to reſiſt every Temp- 
tation to the moſt ſcandalous Vices. 


2. The Bondage is as harſh and cruel as 
it is ſcandalous. It commands us to ſacrifice 
our Eaſe and Repoſe, the Quiet and Tran- 
quility of our Minds, to waſte our Health, 
and diſſipate our Fortunes, and ſometimes 


even to ſacrifice our Lives. What is it but 
the Force of this barbarous Thraldom, that 
9h 6 | makes 
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makes the Drunkard waſh away his Health, | 
and [ve out but half bis Days, that fills the 
Goals, and ſupplies the Gallows, that im- 
plants Diſeaſes, and makes Men defraud and 
oppreſs one another. This is the juſt Puniſh- 
ment of thoſe, who prefer the intolerable 
Tyranny of Sin before the Service of Ged, 
which is perfect Freedom. Becauſe thiu ſervedſt 
not the Lord thy Ged with Foyfulneſs of Heart 
for the Abundance of all Things, therefore ſhalt 
thou ſerve thine Enemy, the Devil, in Hunger, 
and in Thirſt, and in Nakedneſs, and in want 
of all Things : And he ſhall put a Yoke of Irou 
upon thy Ne eck until he have deſtroyed thee. (Deut. 
xxviii. 47, 48.) So it is with thoſe, that have 
devoted themſelves to follow their own Hearts 
Lufts, They live perpetually tormented with 
the Violence of diforderly Paſſions. Their 
true Intereſt, their Quiet, their Health, and 
Reputation, Diſeafe of Body, Diſorder of 
Mind, and a decayed Fortune are the Victims, 
which muſt be daily offered up to, this cruel 
Idol; and Conſcience, that might and ſhould 
be the Spring and Treaſure of a Man's ſin- 
cereſt Satisfactions, is thereby rendered on 
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the contrary a never failing Spring of end. 
lels Remorle, Anguiſh, and Conſuſon. 


But 3 —Belides the many certain Vexations, 
the unavoidable Torments and Diſſatisſaction 
that ariſe from this ſhameful and cruel 
Bondage, he that js the & ervant of Sin is en- 
gaged moreover in an unprofitable Service. 
That which comforts and ſupports the Spirits 
of a Man under the Hardſhips and Difficul- 
ties of Life is the Prof pect of a valuable 
Rewa. d to make Amends for all his Labours, 
The Mariner, who hazards his Life in tedious 
Voyages and endures the Inclemencies of 
various Climates, is encouraged by the Ex- 
pectation of Gain, which ſhall indemnify 
him for all his Toil and Danger. Take 
away the Hope of this, and he quickly re· 


linquiſhes a Way of Life, which is attended 


with the certain Riſque of Health, and per- 
petual F atigue, and muſt end at laſt in Dif: 
appointment. Now conſider what is the Ser: 
vice of Sin, the moſt infamous and intole- 
rable Thraldom: See what Proſpect it ſets 


before Men, and after all the Trouble and 
Vexa- 
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Vexation that it cofts, enquire what is the 
End and Wapes of it? What, for Inſtance, 
does the perfidious Deceiver of his Neigh- 
bour, the Man that cheats and circumvents, 
oppreſſes and ſteals, what Advantage does 

he make? Why if a profitable Bargain, his 
Reputation muſt certainly go to the Pur. 
chaſe of it; his Conſcience at leaſt muſt be 
charged with Guilt; and whilſt he is wound - 
ed with that, though he poſſeſſes Wealth, 
he will for ever be diſabled from enjoying 
it. What is it that the revengeful Man ob- 
tains by ſerving the Rage of a ſavage Paſ- 
ſion? What, but a tumultuous Agitation of | 
Mind, whilſt he is contriving a ſhort Flafh | 
of Pleaſure in executing his Revenge; but | 
a long, a very long and laſting Horror and 
Regret of Mind as ſoon as the Fit of Mad- .% 
neſs is over, and he comes coolly to reflect - þ 
on what he has done. Let the Lewd like- 
wiſe and the Intemperate declare from the 
Bottom of his Heart, what Gain he has 
made by theſe Vices of a Brute, Pleaſure 
no doubt. But does it not coſt him much 
greater Pleaſure? Does he not part'with all 
the 
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the Pleaſures of Innocence for the ſhort un. 
fatisfying Pleaſures of Guilt, that areſoonover 
and always followed by certain Remorſe and 
bitter Reflections, often by deadly Fevers, and 
painful Diſtempers, that greatly overballance 
the lean abortive Gratification ? So that with 
reſpect to the preſent Life, the Service of 
Sin is really the moſt unprofitable that can 
be: And as to the Life which is to come, 
I tremble ta think, how far it js from being 
profitable; nay, how ruinous in every Re- 
gard it is. Shall I ſay, that he Wages of it 
is Death, the Torments that await it with- 
out End, and without Eaſe, and without 
Remedy, the Manſion it provides for it's 
Servants devouring Flames, and the Reward 
of their Services everlaſting Burnings. And 
who then can forbear to'aſk the 'Pfalmift's 
Queſtion, Have all the Workers of Wicked: 
wes no Knowledge,” no right Judgment and 
Conſideration of Things? Will you ſerve a 
Maſter, who pays you with Vexation and 
Anguiſh, with Tears and Torments ? Will 
you bear a galling Yoke, the Recompenco 


of 
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of which is Death in every View, the Loſs 
of every Comfort, Miſery in every Senſe of 
Body and Mind, preſent and future, tem- 
porary and eternal? Miſery ſo vaſt as well 


25 durable, that it can no more be conceived 
by the Heart of Man, than that infinite Per- 


fection of Joy and Bliſs, which God hath 
prepared for them that love him. Go now, and 
make Gain by Covetouſneſs and Oppreſſion, 
by Fraud and Falſhood, eat and drink with 


the Drunken, and pleaſe thyſelf with the Ruin 
of abuſed Women, mind nothing but the 


Gratification of thy lawleſs Appetite, and in 


every way of Injuſtice and Perfidiouſneſs 


ſeek what thou mayſt eat and drink and where- 


withal thou mayſt be cloathed and pleaſured. 
But remember, that for all thy Induſtry in 
Guilt thou ſhalt have Miſery for thy Recom- | 
pence; God will bring thee into Judgment, 
and thou ſhalt hear the Sentence of Sin pro- 
nounced· depart ye curſed into everlaſting Fire 
prepared for the Devil and his Angels. 


And W if we indeed believe this, as 
we bave all the Reaſon 1 in the World to do 


it, 
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it, and ſeriouſly conſider theſe Things, as 
every Man in his Senſes ought, we cannot 
reſt contented in any ſinful Courſe. If we 
reflect on the Nature, Iſſue, and Fruit of 
wicked Practices, that they are attended 
with many, great, and preſent Inconveni- 
ences, and that the End of theſe Things is 
Death; this will ſurely reſtrain our Paſſions; 
and renew a right Spirit within us. Who in: 
deed, that thinks at all, will be the Servant 
of Unrighteouſneſs, when the Wages of it 
are Indignation aud Wrath. Let not Sin there- 
fore reign in your mortal Bodies, that ye ſhould 
obey it in the Luſts thereof. Let God rather, 
who has infinite Right to it, be the conſtant 
Object of our Love and Obedience. He; 
that is the tender and indulgent Father of 
' Mankind, ſurely deſerves all Revetence and 
filial Duty. He, that giveth us all Things 
richly to enjoy, deſerves undoubtedly to be 
| adored, and loved for his unbounged Good- 
neſs, and Liberality. God is our Creator, 
our Governor, and Redeemer of our Souls 
from Death, and will likewiſe be our Judge: 
Let us then acknowledge our Dependance 
upon 
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upon him, and live as tas, that are re- 
deemed and muſt be judged by him, and 
give all Diligence to walt in all his Command- 
ments blameleſs. "His Service is perfect Free- 
dim, and he is infinitely able and willing to 
reward all Thoſe that diligently ſeek him. Let 
us therefore Take his -taſy Yoke and light Bur- 
den upon us, and ſeek thoſe Pleaſures which 


flow from God's Preſence for evermore, in- 
finitely before the tranſient Pleaſures of this 
World, and all the Honours and Advan- 
tages of it. Fear therefore God, and keep his 
Commandments, which are not grievous. Caſs 
off the unfruitful Works of Darkneſs, and let 
your Light ſhine before Men, that they may fee” 
your gced Works, and glorify your Father which 
is in Heaven. Exerciſe yourlelves continually 
unto Godlineſs, for that hath the Promiſe both 
of the Life that now is, and of that which is io 
come, Be ye fledfaſt and unmoveable, be al- 
ways abeunding in the Mort of the Lord, foras- 
much as you know, that your Labour is not in 
dain in the Lord. ] conclude with the affec- 
tionate wiſh of Moſes : O thet there were fuch 
on Heert in ꝓcu, that yeu wenld fear Cod, and 
M keep 
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keep all bis Commandments alway, that it might 
be well with you, and with your Children 
for ever. God grant it may be well with 
us, and may God give us the Grace to do 
Juſtice, to love Mercy, to be ſober and ten- 
perate, and to walk humbly before him for 
the ſake of Jeſus Ghriſt our Lord. 
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T halal and Anguiſb upon every Soul / 
Mes that doeth Evil. 


A So is the End, and Aim of 
our Exiſtence ; ſo are Innocence and 
Virtue neceſſary Ingredients, in Happineſs. 
Without Virtue there can be no Peace of 
Mind ; and without Peace of. Mind there is 
no Poſſibility of ſelf Enjoyment, - or real 
Happineſs. Glory, Honour and Peace; the* 
inſeparable Companions of conſcious Inte- 
grity, will infallibly ſupport us in any Cir- 
cumſtances : But the Want of this inward 
Calm and heart-felt Satisfaction no Degree 
of Affluence or external Proſperity can poſ- 
ſibly compenſate. A righteous Conduct may 
be ſafely truſted, At the worſt who would 
not rather fall by a righteous Conduct, than 
M 2 owe 
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owe his Pleaſures to Vileneſs and Iniquity, 
He who falls by Virtue is in the Peace of 
his own Mind a Gainer, Whatever he loſes; 
as he who gains by Wickedneſs is a Loſer at 
leaſt as to all domeſtic Quiet and inward 
Satisfaction, whatever he gains. All other 
Evils and Afffictions are tolerable. The 
worſt Diſtreſſes of this Life. are not beyond 
all Patience. The Spirit of a Man comforted 
and enlivened with a Senſe of Innocence, and 
the good Hopes of God's Favaur ariſing 


from it, will ſuſtain him under the ſevereſt 


Shocks of Fortune, and ſweeten the Cala 
wities of Life. The preſent Peace of Re. 
ligion, and the ſure Proſpect of it's futire 
glorious Reward ſpeak Comfort to the Soul 
in the Bitterneſs of Afiction, and enable us 
to conſider all preſent Sufferings as not worth 
to be compared with the Glery which ſhall be 
revealed. © But as for the ungodly it is not 
ſo with him. His gayeſt Scenes of Pleaſure 
are overcaſt and darkened by a Cloud upon 
his Conſcience. He is without God, with: 
out Comfort, and without Hope; hilt 
his future — is Wrath, and his 
Conſcience 
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Conſcience in the mean Time recoils, and 


bears Witneſs againſt him, and overwhelms 
him with Feat, and Shame, and Conifiios. 


Such is thi Office — and KA 


is it's Tribunal within us, where it ſeverally 


performs the Part of Witnels, Judge, and 
Tormentor. And in this Light I ſhall con- 
ſider this domeſtic Judge as producing and 
inflitting Tribulation and Anguifh upon oy 
Soul 1 Man that doeth _ | 


4 15 7d f 
1. -The firſt Office of Oviiciente | is to te- 
cord and witneſs 2 Man's Guilt. A 
Teſtimony this of ourſelves againſt ourſelves, 


and therefore by no Art to be wholly eva- 


ded. This in ward Evidence is ſtill ſtrongly | 
reflected upon all Ungodlineſs aud Unrighteouf- 
neſs of Men, 'and points 'out the Unreaſon- 
ableneſs and fatal Conſequence of every Re- 
bellion againſt it. In vain do Men ſeek dee 
to hide their Counſel. Though their Works 
are in the Dark, and they ſay, who ſeeth us, and 
who knoweth us; (Iſaiah xxix. 15.) yet the 
infinite Eye of Providence is upon them, 
and 


* 
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and, what the wiſe Man calls he Candle of the 
Larg, the Reaſon and Conſcience of, every 


Man declares againſt h his Immoralities. With 
what unalterable Truth does this faithful 


the grievous Guilt and Baſeneſß of every 
Crime, and painting to the Imagination it's 
horrible future Puniſhment, and the encrea- 
ſing Nearneſs of that Day in which he muſt 
depart hence, and give Account of himſelf 
to God? Can the Man be t who feels 
the Weight and Truth of this inward Teſti- 
mony, and is convinced by the unanſwer- 
able Witneſs of his-own Mind, that he has 


exchanged his Innocence for ouiley Pleaſures, 
and purchaſed, a, ſhort Enjoyment. at the 


Hour will come when Conſcience muſt think,, 
and then all is Grief and Bitterneſs. Van; 
are all the Aids and Arts of Diverſion; 1 
Nor can any Chain of Amuſement, or the 
moſt varied Scenes of Mirth entirely ex- 


Wall 


Witneſs teſtify to che Sinner s Face, urging 


Price of devouring and endleſs Flames? The 


elude, or ſilence this inward clamourous 
Witneſs, which is heard amidſt the loudeſt. 
Laughter, and, like the Hand-writing an the, 


4 


Wall to Beliſhszzer, can turn the jovial 


againſt another. Let 


2. Conſcience is not merely a Witneſs but 


* 


ſtances of Aggravation, and from whoſe 


I now am: But now I remember the Evils that 


perceive 
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Meeting into Heavineſs, make the Joints to 
tremble, and the Sinner” s Knees ſmile on 


2 Judge, and qualified in every Reſpect to 
do right, fully informed of the Sinner's 
Guilt, and acquainted with gll it's Circuin- 


Sentence there is no Appeal. And ſo up- 
right and uncorrupt, ſo exactly and ſeverely | 
impartial, that no Influence can perſuade it 
to condemn the Innocent, or to acquit the 
Guilty. Hear a Royal Sinner confeſſing- 
how little either Pleaſure, Wealth, or Great- 
neſs can avail to corrupt, or divert it's im- 
partial Juſtice. (1 Maccab. vi. 10. 12.) 
The Sleep, ſays he, is gone from mine Eyes, and. 
my Heart faileth for very Care. And I thought 
with myſelf, into what Tribulation am I come, 
and how great a Flood of Miſery is it, wherein” 


1 did at Jeruſalem, and that I ſent to deſtroy 
the Inhabitants of Judea' without a Cauſe.  T 
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percei ve therefore, ſaid the wretched King, that 
for this Cauſe theſe Troubles are tome upon 
me, and bebold I periſh through Grief in 4 
ſtrange Land. Such a juſt and inexorable 
Judge is Conſcience, implanted in every 
Man, that inhabits our very Boſoms; and, 
like the great God from whom it holds its 
Commiſſion, is about our Bed, and about ou. 
Paib, and inſpects into all our Ways; ſuperior 
to every Artifice that would clude it's Know- 
ledge, or evade it's Juſtice: Men in ſome 
Caſes may be afraid to judge and cenſure; 
The great wicked Man may ſometimes cor- 
rupt the Opinions of his F ellow Creatures, | 
or at leaſt awe them into Silence.” But verf 


different is the Behaviour of the intrepid | 
Judge within his own Boſom, who {till-ac- | 


coſts: the Villain by his true Titles and 
ſpares not to condemn the Guilty, however 
ſunk in Obſcurity and Want, or however 
raiſed and ſupported by high Dignity and 


rful Friends. It regards not the Perſons 
17 but ſays to the righteous, tat 1 


Hall be \ well with them, for they ſball. eat the 
Fruit of their Doings ; but woe unto the wicked, 
= | | i 
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it hall be ill roith him, for the A of bis 
Hands ſpall be given bim. | 


This leads me to coalide? 


3. The laſt Office of Conſcience, as it 
executes it's own Sentence upon every Soul of 
Man that doeth Evil, As.it's'Witneſs is full, 
ſo is it's Sentence juſt, and the Scourge of it 


W (cre and unavoidable ; different however 


from human Puniſnments in what it inflicts, 
as it wounds us inwardly in our Hearts, and 
laſhes the Mind with the moſt ſevere and 
tormenting Reflections. Human Penalties 
extend only to the Body, and perhaps bur 
to a Part of that, and are often of ſhort 
Duration. But the Strokes of Conſcience 
afflict the very Soul, lacerate, and vex our 
Thoughts, torment, the whoſe Syſtem of 
our Minds, and ſpread Confuſion and Hor- 
ror throughout. Hear the noble Prophet's 
ſublime and pathetic Deſcription of this Diſ- 
order and, Agony of bleeding Thoughts. 
The Lord fall give thee a trembling Heart and 
Failing of Eyes and Sorrow of Mind. And thy 
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Life ſhall hang in doubt before thee ; and thei 
ſhalt fear Day and Night, and have none A 
ſurance of thy Life. In the Morning thou ſhalt 
ſay, would God it were Even: And at En 
thou ſhall ſay, would God it were Morning, fo 
the fear of thine Heart wherewith thou ſhalt 
fear. (Deut. xxviii. 65, 66, 67.) Nay al 
this Variety of Diſtreſs, and Extremity of 
Terror, and Diſmay may be but the Br. 
ginning of Sorrows ul this inward Anguilh 
and inceſſant Remorſe, the firſt Attacks of 
that frantic Guilt, and that gnawing Worm, 
which muſt for ever prey on the Minds df 
wicked Men, and inflame the Rage of eum 
laſting Burnings. And yet even in this World 
the Tempeſts of Guilt are ſometimes ſo in- 
tolerably ſevere, that the wicked may be 
compared to the troubled Sea when it cam. 
reſt. Nor 1s there any, Thing in this, that 
was peculiar to the Jews on the Deſertion o 
the God that brought them out of . the Huſt 
of Bondage. In various Ages many diſmal 
Inſtances might be produced, many Ex. 
amples of the ſtrange Agonies of Guilt, 
the Burden and Diſtreſs of which has been 
| | {ame- 
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ſometimes ſo exquiſitely. felt, ſo very grie- 
vous, and intolerable, that ſome have even 
profeſſed themſelves to envy the Condition of 
damned Spirits, as thinking the actual Suf- | 
ferance of the worſt Evils of the future 
World more tolerable than the tormenting 
Expectation of them, and accordingly have 
done Violence to their own Lives, and ruſh- 
ed into the future State as to a Placg of Re- 
fuge from the Flames instheir own Boſoms, 
and choſe Damnation itſelf as ſomething leſs. 
grievous than the Agonigs of a wounded 
Conſcience, Very highly indeed were the 
wretched Creatures miſtaken, For what- 
ever there is of Agony in a Senſe of Guilt— 
theſe are but the Beginnings of Torment, 
the diſtant Scorchings of the eyer burning 
Lake. But let the boldeſt, and the ſecureſt. 
Sinner know, that God is able without ever 
wounding him either in his Health, or in his 
Fortunes, but only by unchajning his own 
Mind, and letting Jooſe his Conſcience upon 
him, ſo to burn and torment him with a 
Senſe of his Crimes, that he ſhall live a con- 
tinual Terror to himſelf, carry about him 

Na. ſuch 
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ſuch a Flame of Guilt, ſuch an Hell in his 


own Boſom, that all the Wine and Riot, all 
the Honours, and all the Pleaſures of the 
World ſhall not avail to miniſter the leaſt 
Comfort to his heart-ſick, and deſponding 
Spirits. Such was the Fate of that great 
wicked Man Tiberius, who confeffed the 
Anguiſh of his Guit in a Manner, that 
ſhews him agitated and vexed to a Degree of 
Frenzy: Upon whicfthe judicious + Hiſto. 
rian obſerves how cloſely the bloody Horror 
of his Cruelties and Infamy haunted this 
Man of Blood. Nor was it without Rea- 
4 fon,” continues he, © that the wiſeſt of all 
„Men“ (a Compliment which he pays, to 
the celebrated Plato,) was wont to affirm, 
that if the Hearts of Tyrants were laid 
* open, they would be ſeen full of deadly 


” Wound 


+ Adeo 3 atque flagitia ſua 110 quoque in Supplicium 
verterant. Neque fruſtra præſtantiſſimus ſapientiz firmare ſo- 
lieus eſt, fi recludantur Tyrannorum mentes, poſſe aſpici h- 
niatus et ictus; quando ut corpora verberibus, ita ſævitia, lib · 
dine, malis conſultis, animus dilaceretur. Quippe Tiberium non 
fortuna, non ſolitudines protegebant, quin tormenta recen 


due ipſe — fateretur. 
Tacit. Amel Lib, 5. Sect. 6y 
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* Wounds and Gorings; ſince what Stripes 
+ are to the Body, the ſame to the Soul is 
« the bitter Anguiſh of Cruelty, Luſt, and 
« abominable- Practices. To Tiberius, not 
« his imperial Station, not his gloomy and 
« inacceſſible Solitudes could enſure Tran- 
« quillity, nor exempt him from feeling, and 
even confefling the Rack in his Breaſt, and 
the avenging Furies that purſued him.“ 


See then, Chriſtians, how God hath fo 
faſhioned the Heart of Man, that a virtuous 
Conduct is neceſſary to our Peace, and Vice 
cannot be happy in the Company of Rea- 
ſon. See hat little Wealth can do for 
Man; when not the greateſt and moſt 
hardened Sinner upon Earth with more than 
half the World at his Command could avoid 
declaring himſelf miſerable through Guilt, 
Such was the Force of Conſcience in a Hea- 
then, that knew not Goll, and never heard, per- 
haps, of the Goſpel of the Lord Jeſus. And 
in this ſtrong Inſtance we diſcern plainly how 
naturally Guilt and Torment are connected. 
When this wicked Emperor had broken down 

| thoſe 
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thoſe Fences, which God has planted, as 3 
Guard to Virtue, in every Boſom, you ſee, as 
Job expreſſes it, (Chapter vi. 4.) that the Ar- 
rows of the Almighty were within him, the Poiſon 
whereof drank up his Spirit, and that tbe 
Terrors of God did ſet themſelves in Array againſt 
him. And how ſhall Chriſtians eſcape, who 
profeſs themſelves Followers of the beſt Re- 
HEgion in the World—how ſhall we eſcape 
a ſeverer Fate, a more tormenting Con- 
ſcience in this World, if we do wickedly, 
and a heavier Doom and Puniſhment here: 
after. And will you yet ſin. againſt Con- 
ſcience, againſt your Witneſs, your Judge, 
your Tormentor ? But remember, that T 
hulation and Auguiſ are the Legacies of Gyilt. 
Well is it expreſſed in the ſecond Book of 
Eſaras, (Chapter xvi. 77, 78.) Woe be unte 
them that are bound with their Sins, aud cover 
ed with their Iniquities : Like as a Field is co- 
vered over with Buſhes, and the Path thereof 
cuvered with Thorns, that no Man may travel 
through. It is left undreſſed," and is caſt into 
the Fire to be conſumed therewith. Whatever 


Pleaſure, Men may take in the Commiſſion 
WE 
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of any Sin, when that is over, you will find 
nothing but the bitter Remorſes of an aven- 
ging Conſcience to enſue. The true and 


durable Pleaſures are the Friends of Inno- 


cence; nor is any Joy ſincere, that is an 
Enemy to Religion and Virtue. Would you 


know the whole Truth of theſe Things? 
Go then behind the Scene, and enter the 
Chamber of Diſeaſe. Aſk the Sinner what | 
be has gained by a Life of Injuſtice and 
Riot —he wl; tell you, if he has not wholly 
loſt the. Power and Uſe of Reflection, — he 
will tell you, that his Peace of Mind and his 
Pleaſures are gone for ever, and have left be- 
hind them nothing but a wounded Con- 
ſcience. Aſk again, what is the good Man's 
Support in Diſtreſs, what enlivens his Hopes 
and chears his Spirit) when he is walking 
through the Valley of the Shadow of Death, he 
will anſwer—(it is) the Teflimony of his Con- 
ſcience, that he believes in Jeſus, and has 
been careful ta maintain good Works," and in 
Simplicity and Sincerity has had his Converſation 
in the World. No doubt, they ſpeak from 
the Bottom of their Hearts, and declare the 


inward 
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inward Feeling and Conviction of their 
Mind. And let this teach us to prefer our 

Duty and a good Conſcience to all the 
World, becauſe it is, in Truth, more valu- 
able than all the World. If we are Strangers 
ond Pilgrims embarked in the Chriſtian Pro- 
feſion, and purſuing our Voyage to Heaven, 
let us not make Shipwreck of Faith and u goed 
Conſcience, without which we can never come 
to thoſe happy Regions. Let this be the 


Rule of our Life to conſider how Things 


will appear to us in a dying Hour. And if 
there is any Thing, in which the beſt and 
the worſt of Men agree, it is in wiſhing with 
one, that judged much better than he aqted, 
the wicked Balaam=—to die the Death of ib 
righteous, and have a laſt End like bis — 
Would you die the Death of the righteous? 
You muſt live the Life of the righteous: 
Live to your Reaſon, Let Chriſtianity di- 
rect your Conſcience, and let Conſcience 
watch and guide your Steps. Would we 
indeed know Peace in this World? Would 
we enjoy ourſelves, and the Quiet of our 
own Boſoms ? Would we have Comfort and 
good 
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good Hopes in our Death, would we after 
Death ſee Jeſus Chriſt and behold the Face 
of God with Joy ? Let us lay the Founda- 
tion of all this in the Diligence of a good 
Life—a Life of unſpotted Holineſs and 
Temperance in the uſe of ſenſual Pleaſures, 
of ſincere Piety and Devotion towards God, 
of ſtrict Juſtice and Honeſty; and of Good- 
neſs and Charity towards Men. In all theſe 
Relations and Duties let us keep Innocency, 
and take heed to the 7. bing that is right, which 
will give us the Comfort of a good Con- 
ſcience in this Life, and infallibly bring us 
Peace at the laſt. | h 


God give us all this Peace at laſt for the 
ſake of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. | 
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MATTHEW. Xviii. 7. 


io unto the Warld becauſe of Offences : For it 
muſt needs be that Offences come: But wwo to 
that Man by whom the Offence cometh. 


And'the Influence of bad Examples, 
with which we live ſurrounded; is one of 


thoſe great Trials, wherewith it 3s the good: 


Pleaſure of God to exerciſe the Faith and 


Patience of his Servants, There is a Conta- 
gion in the Manners and Converſation of 


profligate Men. Every Day's Experience 


will ſupply many and ſad Inſtances of, their 


HE preſent Life is a State of Trial. 


fatal Infection. And-thus it muſt unavoid-. ___. 


ably happen. Whilſt ſome Men are wicked 


and ſhameleſs, and others are weak and pli- 
able, governed by Faſhion, and apt to wear 


the Manners of thoſe they converſe with; 


„ ſuch 
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ſuch Occaſions of Offence will be too * 
both given and taken. Yet very highly 
guilty in the ſight of God are all thoſe, who 
wilfully corrupt the Principles of others, 
and by evil Actions or rakiſh Talk debauch 
the Virtue of the unſtable and the unwary, 
Wo to the Warld becauſe of Offences : For it 
muſt needs be that Offences come: But 190. ti 
that Man by whom the Offence cometh. 


From which Words I ſhall take cad 


to conſider the flagrant Wickedneſs of thoſe, 


who are. by any ways inſtrumental in temip- 


ting and betraying others into Guilt: We 


unto him, by whom. the Offence cometh, And 
to advance a * further I ſhall ee to 
thew | 


2. How much more wicked thoſe. are, 
who pervert the Innocency of others, when 
they are eſpecially obliged to ſet them; a 
good nde, | 45 


Whoever is the Occaſion of others filing 
into Sin can according to ol the Principles 


o 
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of Religion be conſidered in no other Light, 
than as the Murderer of their Souls. A 
Wickedneſs of a monſtrous Nature, the Sin 
of Devils, directly oppoſite to the Redemp- 


tion of Jeſus Chriſt, and for which we ſhall 
be called to a moft ſevere Account before 
the Judgment Seat of Gd! 


It is a Sin of a monſtrous ſhocking Guilt 
to ſeduce another from Virtue and Religion; 
for this is cauſing a Soul to die, which, had 
it been upright and innocent, would have 


lived for ever in the Iberitance of the Saints 5 5 4 


in Light. It is-depriving a Man of Fulneſs 
of Joy, and robbing him of his Title to the 
| Kingdom of Heaven. Let the abandoned 
and profligate, when he fits in the Seat of the 
Scornful, and is making Diſciples for the 
Devil, conſider: the dreadful Frovinee, in 
which he is. employed, Wilt thou mangle 
thy Neighbour i in Diverſion, caſt Firebrands, 
Arrows, and Death, and ſay, thou art in Sport? 
This is Barbarity, not Wit, what a Savage 
only. is capable of,—to laugh and make 
ſport with a Man's Ruin, and perform at 
{OE | once 


"no 


2 
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once the Part of a Merry-Andrew, and Fl 
Murderer. Are you ſure there is no God? 
Not the wickede Man breathing can pre. 
tend to be certain of this. And is it not 
likely, that a good and juſt God muſt hate 
Iniquity, and love the Thing that is juſt? 
And are not all the Hopes, and all the Fears 
of human Nature inclined to believe and 
dread a future State? How - prodigiouſly 
| cruel, therefore, even beyond the moſt ſhock- 
ing Examples of earthly Tormentors, are all 1 
thoſe, who induftriouſly propagate Vice and 
Wickedneſs, labour to work out their Neigh- 
bour's Damnation, and take Pains to make 
them tenfold more the Children of Wrath, than 
they are naturally inclined to be, Such a 
Conduct, one would charitably hope, is be- 
yond the Guilt of human Nature, and the. 
Sin of Devils only, That evil Spirit, the 
Prince of them, was indeed a Murderer from 
the Beginning. Miſchief is his Trade, and 
Deſtruction his Amuſement. His firſt Ex- 
ploit was the Fall of our firſt Parents from 
their Obedience, and their Expulſion out of 
Paradiſe. And his whole Buſineſs and Em- 
ployment 
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ployment ſince is repreſented as one con- 
tinued Endeavour to make us guilty, in or- 
der to make us miſerable. But in what does 
the Libertine and Debauchee differ from 
theſe execrable Examples of infernal Malice. 
Do they not tell you, there ĩs no great Harm 
in taking a little Pleaſure out of the Way - 
that Drunkenneſs, and Wlioredom is but 
following Nature that God will not be 
extreme to mark what is amiſs in Man, or at 
the worſt, it is Time enough to think of 
Religion and Virtue, when we are fit for 
Nothing elſe, when the evil Days draw: nigh; 
and the: Years are come, in which there is no 
Plecfure. And what is this but to do the 
Devil's Work, for which no Doubt but they 
ſhall receive his Wages? What is this, but 
to deceive and to damn the Souls of Men, to 
take Advantage of their Weakneſs, to abuſe 
their Simplicity, to baniſh their Love of Vir- 
tue and their Fears of God's Indignation 
againſt Wickedneſs, to carry on the Scheme 
of Darkneſs, and to promote the Deſtruction 
of their. Neighbours with as much infernal 
Malice, and.as they are intimate and familiar, 

with 
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with them, perhaps, with more Effect ani 
Succeſs, than Hell itſelf nen * 


"It is likewiſe 4 Sin Sint in dreck 
Opßenss to the Deſign of bur Saviouts 
Sufferings, and Death. As he rame to ſeek 
and to ſave that which was loſs ; io the, Son f 
Perditirn, (and I think that Title well befits 
the Teacher of Vice and Wickedneſs,) the 
Son of Perdition comes with a contrary View, 
to deftroy that which was redeemed. With 
what pathetic Concern does the Apoſtle preſs 
it upon the Corinthians to avoid every Occa- 
fion of miſleading their Brethren into Guilt; 
to take heed, left by any Means they ſhould 
pervert his good Principles by an indiſcreet 
Uſe of Things lawful, and fo their Liberty 
ſhould become a Stumbling Block t6 them that 
are weak; And the affecting Reaſon he gives 
for it is, that the Practice of fome Things, 
which Chriftianity did not eondemn, might 
embolden the ignorant to do others which 
were forbidden; and through thy Knowledge 
foall the weak Brother periſp, for whom Chriſt 


ded 4 Shall thy ſuperior Underfſtandings 
which 
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which ſnould aſſiſt him with good Aries 
be exerted to his Ruin, and betray him into 
Actions, that lead to everlaſting Deſtruction, 2 . 
This ſurely ĩs the very utmoſt of Malice and 
Miſchief. What if he had offended thee— 
What if you hate and abhor him? If you | 
muſt be revenged, rather do him every other = 
kind of Injuſtice, diſturb his Eaſe and Quiet, 
blaſt his good Name, rob him of his Pro- |; 
perty, nay rob him of his Blood, rather 
than wound his Virtue, and ſo. poiſon! his 
Soul. He that can knowingly and delibe- 
ntely tempt another to thoſe Sins, which 
God has nei with his Wg Wee 


" Monſter of Habolical” Wickedneh, « who. 


6 frequently boaſted, that as different, Men 
* had their different, Pleaſures and 7 3 


tions; ſo his peculiar” Anyſement * 1 « it 
« was: to deftroy Saule, and pm tp to. 

put Men upon ſuch Practices, a as he knew 
* would aſſuredly e effect it.“ Or he may vie 
in Guile with that, Italian, that fetched the, 


+ See Seurb's Sermons Vol, 2. Sermon 5. gun, 
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Method of his Revenge from Hell, if indeed 
he did not go beyond it, who perſuaded his 
Enemy to © renounce his Religion to ſave 
his Life,” and preſently ſpilled his Blood, 
glorying in the Compleatneſs of his Revenge 
« that had deſtroyed him both Body and 
« Soul.” And will you copy ſuch execrable 

Patterns, tempt your Brethren to a Debauch, 
fire their Paſſions with leud, rakiſh Talk, 


leſſen their Fear of God, and Love of Good- 


neſs, and ſo plunge them both Soul and Body 

into Perdition ? Let the Man, whoſe Wieks* 
edneſs has liſted him under the Devil's Ban- 
ner, and whoſe Miſſionary he is, let him 
the next time he is preaching up Vice, and 
preaching down Virtue and Religion, let him 
I fay, conſider a Moment, in' what a worthy 

Service he is engaged, and what a bleſſed Buſi- i 
neſs he has undertaken ;—even to inculcate 
what is baſe and abominable, to people de- 
vouring Flames, to oppoſe his Saviour, to 
do all he can to cruciſy bim afreſb, and make 
thoſe Wounds bleed anew, which bled ſo 
many Centuries ago to ſave us from our 


Sins, and their appointed Conſequence, ile 
Worm 


— taf,, tons P74 
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Werm that never dies, and the Fire that never 
ſhall be quenched. 


Some Men, it 1s to be feared, will yet 

have their Jeſt, if it coſt their Souls, and 

ruin the Welfare of their Brethren .-and to 
ſhew that they can prate, they will even dare 
to prate againſt thoſe Principles, which every 
wiſe and ſerious ' Man acknowledges, and 
reveres. And their Tongue is a Fire, as St. 
James expreſſes it, a World of Iniquity, that de- 
fleth the whole Body, full of deadly Poiſon, which 
it ſcatters far and wide, and ſetteth on fire the 


courſe of Nature, and itſelf is ſet on fire of Hell, 


But let them be aſſured, that for this God 
will bring them into Judgment, and great Rea- 
ſon have all ſuch to expect a ſevere Trial 
and a Judgment without Mercy, who have 
ſhewed no Mercy to the Weakneſs of hu- 
man Nature, but by the Arts of Sophiſtry, 
and the Arms of Impudence betrayed 
Men to Guilt and Death. Hear how aw- 
fully God enjoins us to watch over the 


Welfare of our Brethren, not only to abſtain 
F'2 from 
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from all Endeavours to pervert their Inno. 
cency, but to be earneſt in defending their 


Virtue, and ſupporting their Steps in the 
Way of Duty. When I ſay unto the wicked, 


thou ſhalt ſurely die, and thou giveſt him mt 


Warning, nor ſpeakeſt to warn the wicked from 
bis wicked Way to ſave his Life; the ſam 
wicked Man ſhall die in his Iniquity ; but hi 


Blood will I require at thine Hand. (Execb. ii. 


18.) Tremendous Reaſon—o exhort one an. 


ther daily, whilſt it is called to-doy, Ief any of 
us ſhould be hardened through the Deceit fulnt|; 


J Sin, and periſh through our Neglect. But 


more tremendous Proof, how ſeverely God 


will puniſh thoſe, who inſtead of teaching 
Men to do well are induitrious and diligent 


to perſuade them to do Evil. His Blood will 
J require at thine Hand, —But am I then in 
Frother's Keeper? As Cain {aid to God, when 


he would excuſe a like unnatural Crime, 


Am I the Guardian of his Virtue, and an- 
fewer able for his Miſbehaviour? Doubtleſ 
every Man is, in ſome Senſe, his Brother' 

Keeper. Thy Family, thy Acquaintance, 


thy F riends are entruſted to thy Care, en- 
titled 
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titled to thy Advice, ſubject to thy Admo- 
nition and Rebuke. A ſacred Talent, which 
we muſt improve to the utmoſt, and return 
to God with Uſury! And if they are igno- 
rant and we inſtruct them not, if they make, 
themſelves vile and we reſtrain them not, if they 
wander and loſe themſelves in Vice for want 
of our Counſel, and are confirmed in evil 
Habits without our endeavouring by ſeaſon- 
able Reproof to recover them to Religion 
and Virtue z dreadful will our Condition be, 
when God ſhall ſay, give an Account of thy 


Stewardſhip. Behold thoſe, who for want of 
your warning Voice have periſhed in their 


Iniquity, whom your bad Examples have 
ſeduced from Virtue, whom your vicious 
Solicitations have debauched into Wicked- 
neſs, whoſe Chaſtity and Modeſty your leud 
and filthy Diſcourſe has corrupted, whom 
you have taught to profane the Sabbath, to 
cat and drink with the Drunken, to forget 
their Creator, and to trample upon his Com- 


mandments. If they are guilty of thoſe 


Vices, to which the Fire of Hell is threaten- 
ed, it is owing to your evil Converſation, 


and 


% 
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and the Poiſon of your Example. And 
though your Temptation is no Excuſe for 
them, yet is it an high and grievous Addi- 
tion to your own Guilt, Go ye curſed, and 
join thoſe wicked Spirits, whoſe Ambaſſa- 
dors, and Agents you have been; depart 
into everlaſting Fire prepared for tbe Devil 
and bis Angels. | 


Io conclude this Head. Let us ſeriouſly 
conſider, how much it concerns us to guard 
our Behaviour with reſpect to others, to /et 
na corrupt Communi cation proceed out of aur 
 Adcath, to do no unſeemly Action, but that 
which is goed to the uſe of edifying, that it may 
ruuiſter Grace unto the Hearers. He that win- 
aeth Souls is wiſe : And they, that turn many 
to Righteouſneſs, ſhall ſhine as the Stars fer 

ver and ever. Without being Partakers of 
«ther Men's Sins we ſhall have Faults 
of our own enough to anſwer. for in tbe great 
and terrible Day of the Lord. And, if tht 
rigbiecus ſcarcely be ſaved, there 1s no hope at 
all for thoſe who have been the Merchants 


and Traders of Hell, and labouring through- 
Out 
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out their Lives to people it's | everlaſting 
Flames. Wherefore laying afide all Filtki- 
wſs, and what with Regard to the Guilt I 
would diſſuade you from may, with a moſt 
emphatical Propriety, be termed Syperfluity 
of Naughtineſs, laying aſide all this, ra- 
ther let your Light ſo ſhine before Men, that 
they may ſee your good Works, and your Re- 
ward ſhall be great in Heaven. Brethren, if 
any of you do err from the Faith, and one con- 
vert lum, let him know, that he which convert- 
eib the Sinner from the Errer of bis Way ſhall 
ſave a Soul from Death, and ſhall hide a Mul- 
titude of Sins. May this be our earneſt 
Wiſh and Endeavour ; inſtead of perverting 
the Innocence of others, may we rather. 
labour to turn maxy to Righteouſneſs, that 


with them we may all inherit the Kingdom 
of God through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


SERMON 


MATTHEW xviii. 7. 


Wo unto the World becauſe of Offences : For 
it muſt needs be that Offences come: But wo 
to that Man by whom the Offence cometh, 


A ©&0D Example is a Debt, which 
every Man owes to'all the World. Let 
every Man pleaſe his Neighbour for bis Good to 
Edification—is the Apoſtle? s Rule of Conduct 
addreſſed to ail without Exception. The 
crying Guilt of thoſe, who diſobey this Rule, 
and are inſtrumental in perverting the good 
Principles, or corrupting the Morals of 
others, I have attempted to explain by ſhew- * 
ing, that upon the Principles of Religion 
ſuch a Behaviour is the worſt Kind of Mur- 
der, the Murder of Souls, that it is 4 
Wickedneſs of a monſtrous Nature, and the 
Sin of Devils, directly oppoſing the Blood 
f Chriſt, and an Attempt to defeat the 
Vol. I. 3 | End 
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End of all his Sufferings, for which Men 
will be called to a moſt ſtrict and ſevere Ax. 
count before the Judgment Seat of God. 
Yet grievous in general as the Sin is, ſome 
peculiar Circumſtances chere are, which 
greatly add to d Guilt, fome particular 
Caſes, which, make the Sin exceeding ſinful; 
namely, where it is committed by thaſe, who 
are eſpecially obliged to ſet a good Example 


- "Fhough an carneſt Concern for the Wel 
fare of others be 4 Duty incumbent on Al, 
there are et ſome particular Engagements 
which more urgently demand this Concem 
and more ſeverely condemn the Want of it 
Thus Parents by the Tie of Nature ar: 
mare peculiarly bound to promote, and cul 
tivate the Virtue of their Children; and 
Maſters according to the Deſignations df 
Providence, which has appointed different 
Perſons to different Stations, and made ſome 
ſubordinate to others — thus Maſters like- 
wiſe from the Superiority of their Rank, 
are concerned to advance their Servants ii 
*** Knowledge, to conduct and bring 
them 
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SERMON VI. 15 
wem forwards in the Paths of Virtues and 
Duty. And the Miniſters of God are bound 
in like Manner to be Examples 10 the Flock, 
45 80. Peter expreſſes it, as well as unſparing 
Monitors, not only to ſhtw the Propi rhitr 
Tranſereffion, and the Honſt of Yatob their 
Sins (If, Wiil. 1.) but themfelves alſo to 
be ſincere, and without Offence, that the 
Miniftry be not blamed, and left through their 
Miſcondu& Men grow in their Averſion to 
the Duties of Religion. Thoſe moreover, = 
who are frong in the Faith, Chriſtians of en- 
larged Minds, in whom the moral Senſt is 
vigorous, are eſpecially obliged to hve a- 
mong the Weak, thoſe that are unſteady in 
the Practice of Virtue, or not yet converted 
from Vice, their Duty is moſt certainly to 
behave among ſuch with a ſtricter Guard 
upon themſelves, with more than common 
Watchfulneſs and Caution. I mention not 
thoſe of noble, or greatly elevated Rank, 
a3 the Caſe belongs not to #s. Such Men, 
35 they have great Influence, ſtand under 
equally great Obligations, There is a Con- 
tagion in their Manners, They too gene- 
Q 2 rally 
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rally give a Sanction mobssever chey approne 
and . practiſe. From them the Faſhions d 


Men's Behaviour, like other Faſhions, de 
ſcend downwards through the ſeveral Rank 
and Gradations of Life. Men copy ther 
. Virtues, and adopt even their Fclhies. © The 
cannot fin alone. Whenever they | 'depar 
from the Duty of a Man, thcuſands fall k 
fide them, and ten theuſand at their Right 
band. Theſe let us leave, however, as leave 
them we muſt, to God, who tis no Neſpelr 
F Perſons, but will render to all acemi 
ing to their Works, and let us retun 


to what more immediately concerns ou 
ſelves. 


If now in Prejudice to the Obligations] 
have mentioned, the Scandal ariſes from the 
very Fountain whence a good Exampl 
ſhould proceed, if thoſe, who are more elpe 
cially concerned to guard and improve the 
Morals of others, are the firſt to miſlead and 
deprave them, ſuch are entitled to the Mał- 
diction of Chriſt in the Fulneſs of it's Extr: 
ity. The Wo will be redoubled upon 
| thi 
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chat Man, — becauſe he ſpreads the Corrup- 
tion wider and farther, and converts the Re- 
medies of Vice into the Means of it's more 
extenſive Propagation; not only corrupts, 
but furniſhes an Excuſe for the Wickedneſs 
of others, who ſay, they are no worſe than 
thoſe that pretend to Virtue, and think it 
therefore a ſufficient Apology, that they are 
no better. 3 


Now reflect a Moment, and conſider im- 
partially, what the Guilt of a Parent is, who 
to the Diſhonour of his Character as a Chriſ- 
tian, and to the Reproach of the Name of a 
parent which he bears, depraves the Inno- 
cency of his Children, and corrupts them 
by bis evil Example. As a Parent, it was 
his Duty to train them under a ſerious Know- 
ledge and a ſtrong Senſe of Religion. And 
yet, on the contrary, it is he, who by talk- 
ing lightly of Religion, by his Indifference 
about it, by his ſeldom coming to Church, 
ſeldom ſpending God's Day religiouſly in the 
Exerciſes of Piety, and in ſeaſoning the 
Minds of his Children with ſacred Know- 


ledge, 


* 
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ledge, —it is he, on the contraty, who by 
deteſtable Habit of prophane Curſing and 
Swearing, it is he, who teaches his Children 
to think of God without Reverence, and to 
look upon Religien not as a Rule of Life 
end Practice, but a Subject of mere Specu- 
lation and Talk. As a Parent, it was his 
Duty to check the extravagant Sallies of 


Youth, and bridle the Fury of their Paſſions, 


And yet he authoriſes all the Wildneſs and 
Intemperance of youthful Appetite by his 
on ſhameful Exceſſes at a fiper and cooler 
Age, and by Patfions more abſurd and mad 
than their's. To the Parent it belongs to 
form the Manners of his Children, to teach 
them Self- Government, that Gluttony is the 
Pleaſure of a Beaſt, and Drunkenneſs ſome- 
thing worſe; that Honeſty is in truth, what 
it is commonly ſaid to be, the wiſeſt Policy; 
and that Indirection and fraudulent Dealing 
ſerves only a preſent Turn, ſoon runs 2 
Man's Character aground, and there leaves 
him plunged irrecoverably in the Contempt 
and Abhorrence of the World ;-—that Mo- 
| ny and Chaſtity ate healthful 3 reſpected 
Virtues 
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Virtues, and that the contrary Vices do im- 
plant Piſeaſes, harrow and plague human 
Life, and ure the Inbets to the greateſt Part 
of that Wickedneſs and Miſery which have 
over-run and tormented the World, Such 
is the Duty, which every Parent owes to his 
Children. But is this Duty diſcharged ? 
What, if inſtead of this the Man has by his 
own looſe and ſcandalous Behaviour leſſoned 
and tutored them in Vice! What, if he ſeems 
to have planned their Deſtruction, to have 
attempted the Ruin of their Innocency, and 
to ſink them as deep as poſſible in the Dregs 
and Filth of Lewdneſs and Diſhoneſty ! Ah 
Chriſtians | can any of us be guilty of a 
Conduct ſo horridly wicked and cruel to- 
wards them, whoſe Welfare in every View, 
both civil and religious, of Body and Soul, 
preſent and future, ought ever to be moſt 
dear and valued? When your Children want 
Bread, wwill you give them à Stone ? If they 
aſe a Fiſh, will you for a Fiſh give them a 
Serpent, Poiſon inſtead of Food ? How bar- 
barous and ſupremely vile is this? Men are 
not ſatisſied to be Libertines themſelves, but 


make 
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make their Children by the Education, 
which they give them, a Race and Succeſſion 
of Libertines. The Authority of a Parent 
is exerciſed to their more effectual Ruin, they 
breed them after their own Likeneſs, tranſ. 
mit to them their Vices as a kind of Inheri. 
tance, poiſon them with their Pride and Riot, 
teach them their diſhoneſt Arts. But tell 
me, had it not been better that the Children 
of ſuch Parents had never been born, or were 
tit not lefs cruel to ſmother them in their Cra. 
dles ? Is there an Inſtance of Brutality, that 
ſurpaſſes ſuch unnatural Examples? What 
is this but a Father's ſacrificing his Children 
to Moloch, or worſe? This is ſomething 
more than is commonly meant by Sin and 
Wickedneſs. A Degree of Guilt, and a 
Strain of Cruelty, that the Languages of 
Men have not yet invented a Name that is 
baſe, black, and deteſtable enou gh to call 


It by! 


Very vile likewiſe, and very flagrant is 
the Guilt of that Houſholder and Maſter of 
2 Family, who not remembering whoſe Stew- 


ard 
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ard he is, and forgetting his Charge, or abu- 
ing his Authority, ſets a bad Example be- 
fore his Servants, and eſtranges them from 
the Fear of God. Every evil Pattern is a 
Species of Poiſon, and tends to corrupt Men's 
Minds. — C. Paul thought it no extravagant 
Expreſſion to ſay, that if any provide not for 
bis own, and eſpecially for thoſe of his own 
Houſe, ke bath denied the Faith, and is warſe 
than an Infidel. (1 Tim. v. 8.) It is indeed 
a moſt wicked Behaviour for Men to neglect 
the temporal Welfare of their Families, to 
idle away their Time, or to waſte in Riot 
and Drunkenneſs the Gains of their Induſtry, 
that are due to the Maintenance of their 
Houſhold. And if the Sin of zeglefing a 
Man's Family be ſo great, what is the Crime 
of thoſe, who are diligent to ruin them? If 
St. Paul expreſſes himſelf ſo ſeverely of Ma- 
ſters that are idle. what would he have ſaid 
of others that are wicked? And if the 
bare Neglect, or the bare Forgetfulneſs of 
what a Maſter, as a Chriſtian, cwes to thoſe 
of his own Houſe, be charged by the Apoſ- 


tle as an Apoſtacy from the Faith; — what 
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Name, what Brand of Infamy would le 
have fixed on that Man, who far from watch 
ing over them, or taking Pains to enſur 
their Salvation, which, as a Man, he ough 
earneſtly to wiſh, which, as a Chriſtian, x 
ought ſedulouſly to promote, and for which 
as their Maſter, he is accountable to God 
is, on the contrary, the Cauſe, the unns 
tural Cauſe of their growing wicked, and 
Deſpiſers of God, and becomes the Inftry 
ment of their Reprobation. But wo to thi 
Man----He is not only without Pardon, bu 
without Excuſe. His own Conſcience, o 
Pay, will never ceaſe tormenting him for i 
ald the Proſelytes of his Guilt will ever 
\ laſtingly vex and wound his Thoughts, wh 
they follow him in his Puniſhment, as theo 
followed him in his Vices, and ate caſt im Het 
the ſame burning Lake to be his inſeparabt 
Companions in that Place of Torments. 


Hut farther, what muſt we ſay, or wa on 
can we think of thoſe, who being Embi..; 
-ſadors-in Chriſt's Stead ſeem. to have fo ch 
gotten their Duty, are viſibly Parzakers F be. 
<a] | oon 
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ther Men's Sins, though they cy aloud 
zoainſt them, and whilſt they are beſeeching 

en to be reconciled to God, ſet an Example | 
of thoſe Vices, to which God's extreme Indig-. 
ation is threatened. To be ſilent on this Sub- 
ct would look like Diſſimulation ; and yet 
o enlarge upon it is in Truth a bitter Taſk.- 
ard is it indeed and grievous to reproach. 
urſelves. And yet we are but Men, too often 
oth frail and ſinful Men, of Like Paſſions with: 
urſelves, ſubject to the ſame Infirmities, 
ſet with the ſame Temptations, liable to 
in, and ſometimes, let the mortifying Truth, 
x owned, ſometimes groſsly lapſing into 
in, If I muſt ſpeak therefore on this 
lagreeable Subject, let me ſpeak of it 
owever in a Way that may inſtruct and 
ot confound you. Far am I from being 
ſenſible, what Impreſſion ſuch Examples 
ake, and that qur bad Conduct, or Men's 
jorſe Reaſonings and Inferences from it 
row a ſtumbling Block in the Way of 
ur Salvation. Very guilty, no Doubt, is 
cha Conduct in ſuch a Character, and 
bew much ſorer Puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye 
. Hall 
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Name, what Brand of Infamy would be 
have fixed on that Man, who far from watch 
ing over them, or taking Pains to enſure 
their Salvation, which, as a Man, he ought 
earneſtly to wiſh, which, as a Chriſtian, he 
ought ſedulouſly to promote, and for which 
as their Maſter, he is accountable to God, 
is, on the contrary, the Cauſe, the ans 
tural Cauſe of their growing wicked, and 
Deſpiſers of God, and becomes the Infſtry 
ment of their Reprobation. But wo to thi 
Man----He is not only without Pardon, bu 
without Excuſe. His own Conſcience, o 
Pay, will never ceaſe tormenting him for i 
and the Proſelytes of his Guilt will ever 
laſtingly vex and wound his Thoughts, whe 
they follow him in his Puniſhment, as "the 
followed him in his Vices, and ate caſt int 
the ſame burning Lake to be his inſeparabt 
Companions in that Place of Torments. 


ut farther, what muſt we ſay, or wh 
can we think of thoſe, who being Embe 
-{adors-in Chriſt's Stead ſeem to have f- 
: gotten their Duty, are viſibly Partalert 
DB, othir 
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ather Men's Sins, though they cy aloud" 
gainſt them, and whilſt they are beſeeching 
Men to be reconciled to God, ſet an Example 
of thoſe Vices, to which God's extreme Indig-. 
nation is threatened. To be ſilent on this Sub- 
ject would look like Diſſimulation; and yet 
0 enlarge upon it is in Truth a bitter Taſk.- 
Hard is it indeed and grievous to reproach. 
urſelves. And yet we are but Men, too often 
both frail and ſinful Men, of like Paſſions with: 
wurſelves, ſubject ta the ſame Infirmities, 
beſet with the ſame Temptations, liable to. 
din, and ſometimes, let the mortifying Truth 
de owned, ſometimes groſsly lapſing into 
din. If I muſt ſpeak therefore on this 
liſagreeable Subject, let me ſpeak of it 
oweyer in a Way that may inſtruct and 
ot confound you. Far am I from being 
nſenſible, what Impreſſion ſuch Examples 
ake, and that qur bad Conduct, or Men's 
vorſe Reaſonings and Inferences from it 
hrow a ſtumbling Block in the Way of 
our Salvation. Very guilty, no Doubt, is 
uch a Conduct in ſuch a Character, and 
bow much ſorer Puniſhment, fuppoſe ye 
R 2 Hall 
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ſhall ſach be thought worthy ? If the Wirk 
edneſs of ſuch Men be great, (alas, - yery 
great, no Doubt it is ) yet great alſo is the 
Guilt of thoſe who trœad in their Steps, and 
follow their bad Example. Though Go 
will require your Blood at our Hands, i 
we miſſead you by our ill Conduct; yet 
ſhall you die in your Iniquity neverthelek 
For there is a Wo unto them that take Of. 
fence, as well as to thoſe that give Offene 
And our bleſſed Saviour, who foreſt 
every Difficulty in your Way, and has p 
vided for all poſſible Caſes of Trial, lu 
furniſhed you with Weapons ſufficient i 
enable you to combat and conq uer even thi 
worſt of Temptations, and to leave you i 
excuſable if you do not. He has fofetl 
and admoniſhed you beforchand, that ſud 
Offences will core. And he has more 
pointed out the Rule of Life you ate # 
follow, When thoſe, who fit in Mita 
Seat, are not perfect in their Lives. # 
this Caſe you are commanded to rejydtrd tl 
Purity of their Doctrines, not the Cory 
tion of their Morals, and are told that y0 
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ate to follow them no further, than they 
themſelves are the Followers of Je Chrift, 
that you are to hear, but not to imitate 
them, to obey their Inſtructions, but not ta 
d after their Works, when they /ay, and do 


And laſtly, as to thoſe Chriſtians, who 
know and are convinced of their Duty, and 
pretend much to Religion, they likewiſe are 


greatly blameable and gu.lty, when by their 
Miſconduct they give Occaſion to Men; that 


ſeek Occafion, to palliate their Vices, and to 


reproach and blaſpheme Religion in general. 
The Reaſon why Chriſtianiry is fo little re- 


verenced by ſome is, becauſe many, wha 


pretend to à great deal of it in their Con- 
verſation, ſnew very little of it in their 
Lives. Were Chriſtians as ſincere and ex- 
emplary i in Virtue and Goodneſs, as their ſa- 
cred Profeſſion requires, thoſe that deem 
lightly of our Holy Faith would be per- 
ſuaded to think better of it, or at leaſt they 
would have as little to object to us as they 
have to approve in themſelves. What con- 

firms 
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firms them in their Wickedneſs is the ſtrange 
Contradiction they obſerve between the Be- 
lief and the Behaviour of Chriſtians. V bere- 
fore ſhould they ſay, where is now their Cod? 


What avails their Profeſſion and their Faith? 


The World however profligate expects it 
from thoſe that pretend to Religion, that 
they be Blameleſs and harmleſs, that their Life 
be above Reproach, and there be nothing in 
their Conduct that belies their Profeſſion. 
And if their Actions are not anſwerable to 
this Expectation, if they live like other 
Men, and are ſtained with the ſame Vices, 
if their Nevotions are mingled with ſcanda- 
lous Paſſion, with Revenge, though per- 
haps' treble refined, or the Intemperance of 
the Tongue, if a Man that pretends to Con- 
ſcience is covetous, is unjuſt, is given ta 


_ Evil-Speaking, fond of Scandal, and inde+ 


fatigable in propagating it, is ſhuffling and 
inſincere ;---- what a Triumph is this to the 


Men of Wickedneſs, which they will not 


fail to interpret as a kind of Licence and 
Warrant for their Vices. The World, it 1 
| | true, 
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true, very often condemns good Men very 
undeſervedly. And, for God's Sake, let this 
teach us all to be more exactly and ſeverely 
watchful over our Conduct, to be the Sons of 
God without Rebuke in the Midſt of @ crooked 
and perverſe Nation, (Phil. ii. 15.) that the 
Name of God and of his Dofrine be not blaſ- 
phemed, and his true Religion vilified and 
ſlandered through us. Let our Converſation 
be ſuch as becometh the Goſpel of J Cbriſt; 
let us walk, as it directs us, in all Godlineſs 
and Honeſty, and let us influence others, as 
far as we are able, to live as we do, adorning 
the Dofirine of God our Saviour in all Things, 
having our Converſation honeſt among the Gen- 
tiles (and thoſe that live like Gentiles, or 
worſe, Men who call themſelves Chriſtians, 
whilſt their God is their Belly, and they glory 
in their Shame,) that whereas they ſpeak 
againſt us as evil Doers, and from our Vices 
take Occaſion to juſtify their own, they may, 
on the contrary, by our good Works, and more 
religious future Conduct, which they ſhall be- 
beld, glorify God in the Day of Viſitation. 

And 


And may God of his. infinite Mercy 
give both us and them the Grace to do ſo 
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for che Sake af his beloved Son Jeſus Chriſt 


our Lord. 


S E R M O N IX. 


= SAMUEL ii. 13. 
I have told him, that I will judge bis Houſe 
for ever, for the Iniquity which he knoweth: 
becauſe his Sons made themſelves _ a he 
refrained * not. 


of Eli and his Houſe, and the un- 
happy Cauſes of it; and afford Matter for 
very ſerious and uſeful Reflection. Ve- 


ry grievous was the Vengeance inflicted, 


very black and very provoking was the 
Guilt of Z£/”s Sons. Though ſtanding in a 
more immediate Relation to the God of their 
Fathers, and obliged therefore to a more 
ardent Zeal to promote and ſpread the Ho- 


nour of his Name; yet inſtead of ſup- 
porting a Senſe of Religion, through their 


wicked Behaviour it came to paſs, that 
Vor. I. S Men 
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Men abborred the Offering of the Lord: (Ch. i. 
17.) Inſtead of being Examples of a blame. 
leſs Conduct, they even ſeduced the Virtue 
of others, and were themſelves the Temp. 
ters that made the Lord's People to tran. 
greſs, What could be more flagitious than 
a Behaviour like this? What Vengeance too 
ſevere for a Guilt ſo vile and inexcuſable? 
But for Eli — Some, perhaps, may deem his 
Caſe an hard one. He was far from appro- 


ving the Villainy of his Children. He bla. 


med — he expoſtulated the Wickedneſs of 
their Behaviour. But Reproof without Cor- 
rection and Reſtraint is no ſufficient Check 
to the daring Viciouſneſs of ſome Tempers, 
And the Forbearance of this it was, that 
ſo highly inflamed his Guilt. His Chil 
dren made themſelves vile, and he reſtrained 
dem not.----And this drew upon him the full 
Execution of that ſevere Menace from God, 
that is recorded in the preceding Chapter, 
The Lord God of Iſrael ſaid indeed, that thy 
Houſe, and the Hcuſe of thy Father, ſhould 
walk before me for ever. But | behold. the 
Days come, that I will cut off thine Arm, aud 

| te 
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the rm of thy Father's Houſe, that thete 
ſhall not be an old Man in thine Houſe fer ever. 
And the Man of thine, whom I ſhall not cut off 


from mine Altar, all be to conſume thine Eyes, 
and to grieve thine Heart. Aud this ſhall be 


a Sign unto thee, that ſhall come upon thy two 
Sons, on Hophni and Phinehas ; in one Day 
they ſhall die both of them. EdD pore opan 


Conceive, if you can, a c more af 
fictive than this. Some of your Children torn 
away from you by-a violent Death; and hur- 
ried in a Moment into that Place, into 
which the Wicted are turned and all the Pe: 
ple that forget God; and thoſe whom divine 
Vengeance ſpares left to puniſh you by: an 
unnatural Behaviour, 10 conſume thine Eyes, 
and to grieve thine Heart.---Hard Caſe of un- 
happy Parents, fome may fancy; if a ten- 
der Heart, if a milky Gentleneſs of Na- 
ture, if a fond Indulgence to the Follies of 
tenderly beloved Children, if ſo natural a 
Weakneſs be attended with ſo great a Guilt; 
--alas then for thoſe, who think they can- 

: Wt 2 not 
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not but feel theſe Partialities CY the wy” 
conduct of their TOE | | 


* 1 
* 
\ 4 1 
* 4 . 


IS 44 


Eli, ſuch fatal Conkquences | both to the Pa 
rents and to the Children we. ſee entaile 
upon it; that it may ſ urely warrant our fu. 
ther ſerious Examination of this very! im. 
portant Subject. Let us enquire therefore 
What is the Guilt of Parents that neglect the 
Education of their Children. And if the 
Sin be ſo exceeding finful, it will deſerye a ſ: 
Rous Attention and moſt earneſt aden 
to avoid It, 


PEP neglect the Education of you 
Children is an Act of great Ingratitude t 
God for the many wonderful Merce ies he has 
ſnewn in preſerving. them. You know in 
what helpleſs: Circumſtances they come into 
this World. Scarcely can they welli be-faid 
to be alive, but like the Idols of which che 

Prophet ſpeaks- having Eyes they fee 10h, 
Na: en Nai 05 bau 
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houing Ears they bear not, byving ' Feet they! 
walk not, without Foreſight of Evil, without 
Power of averting, or ſuſtaining it. And 
they would perth by ingumerable: Accidents, 
if the kind Hand-of Providence did not won- 


derfully preſerve: and detiver them. 
The Words of. the Plalmiſt on this Sub- 
jet ate indeed} the real Voice of Nature. 
Thar art be, fays David, that tookeſ# me out of 
y Mother's Womb , through thee have I been 
bolden up ever fince I was horn. Now God's 
benevolent Care of our Children is certainly 
an carneſt Call upon us to do our Part like- 
wiſe, to teach ther what they owe to 
their Maker, to him that was their Hope 
and Support when they hanged yes npon their 
Mather's Breaſts, and awfully reminds us to 
take Heed; "that we deſpiſe not one of theſe 2 
tle Ones, chat we ſpare no Pains to make 
them good and virtuous, ſince, as our Lord 
alures us, in Heaven their Angels do always 
bebold the Face of our Father which is in Ha- 
wen, (Matth, xvüi. 10.) ready to take Notice 
of every Neglect of them, and to be Wit- 
neſſes 


a 
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neſſes in the Day of Judgment againſt o our 
unnarural Behaviour to them. e 


| =o. weden the ados of our 

Children, is to ſuffer thoſe Seeds of Cor. 
ruption, which they derive from us, to groy 
and ſpread to the Ruin of their ' Happineſs, 

Did the Scriptures ſay nothing of Mati's 
loſt Innocence, + and his fallen degenerate 
State, we could not without - Stupidity but 
obſerve daily the fatal Fruits of it. Scarcely 
do little Children diſcover any Symptoms of 
Reaſon, but at the ſame Time the Symp- 
toms appear of a Malignity that lurks with- 

in. We perceive this evil Nature grow and 
expand itſelf, as the Faculties of their Mind: 
are opened and unfolded. A lamentable 
Caſe undoubtedly ! that calls for the ſoftelt 
Compaſſion and the warmeſt Concern to heal 
and relieve it, ſo far as our own Diligence 
may, and to prevent the fatal Conſequences 
it may end in; which if Parents cruelly neg- 
le& to do, the Life they have given to their 
Children is not a Bleſſing but a Curſe. 
N Tou 
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You were the Inſtruments of bringing them, 
naked and helpleſs, into a wicked World.--- 
You taught them no Leſſons of Virtue, nor 
did you check their Proneneſs to Evil. You 
turned them out ignorant and undiſciplined, 
liable to miſtake and go aſtray at every Turn 
and fall a Prey to every Temptation. Miſe- 
cable is the State of ſuch forlorn Children, 
and their Parents are the unnatural Abettors 
of i. We read of many Nations among the 
Ancients, that made a Practice of expoſing 
their Children, leaving them to periſh by 
Hunger, or the Jaws of wild Beaſts. And 
ſhocking as this Cuſtom ſeems to a gentle hu- 
mane Heart, it was Mercy compared with 
the Conduct of thoſe, who believe that the 


Wicked ſpall be turned into Hell, and yet leave 
their Children uneducated, and expoſed to 
thoſe Temptations, which will in every fair 
Probability precipitate them into this never 
ending Deſtruction. And therefore 


3.— To 
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neſſes in the Day of Judgment againſt our 
unnatural Behaviour to chem. — ow 


2.—To. e the Sandes of our 
Children, is to ſuffer thoſe Seeds of Cor. 
ruption, which they derive from us, to grow 
and ſpread to the Ruin of their - Happinek,, 
Did the Scriptures ſay nothing of Mati's 
loſt Innocence, and his fallen degenerate 
State, we could not without Stupidity but 
obſerve daily the fatal Fruits of it. Scarcely 
do little Children diſcover any Symptoms of 
Reaſon, but at the ſame Time the Symp- 
toms appear of a Malignity that lurks with 
in. We perceive this evil Nature grow and 
expand itſelf, as the Faculties of their Mind 
are opened and unfolded. A lamentable 
Caſe undoubtedly ! that calls for the ſoftelt 
Compaſſion and the warmeſt Concern to heal 
and relieve it, ſo far as our-own Diligence 
may, and to prevent the fatal Conſequences 
it may end in; which if Parents cruelly neg- 
le& to do, the Life they have given to their 
Children is not a Blefling but a Curſe. 
__ Tou 
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You were the Inſtruments of bringing them, 
naked and helpleſs, into a wicked World.--- 
You taught them no Leſſons of Virtue, nor 
did you check their Proneneſs to. Evil. You 
turned them out ignorant and undiſciplined, 
liable to miſtake and go aſtray at every Turn 
and fall a Prey to every Temptation. Miſe- 
cable is the State of ſuch forlorn Children, 


of i. We read of many Nations among the 
Ancients, that made a Practice of expoſing 
their Children, leaving them to periſh by 
Hunger, or the Jaws of wild Beaſts. | And 
ſhocking as this Cuſtom ſeems to a gentlehu- 
mane Heart, it was Mercy compared with 
the Conduct of thoſe, who believe that the 
Wicked ſhall be turned-into Hell, and yet leave 
their Children uneducated, and expoſed” to 
thoſe Temptations, which will in every fair 
Probability precipitate them into this never 
ending Deſtruction. And therefore 


rr 


\ 
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and their Parents are the unnatural Abettors 


* 


8 .— To negloct the Education of 0 our 
Children is to fail in that Tendernefs, © 
which they have @ natural Claim. What 
Elſe can you do for them? What other Pro. 
vilion for their Happincſs----What other 
Inheritance can you bequeath ? Titles ?.... 
And had you Titles -—- without Viray 
without Goodneſs, theſe are but idle Sounds 
deſtitute of all Senſe and Truth? Riches? 
Alas they often mals to themſelves Wings au 
fry away ; and if Riches endure, he proj 
unt in the Day of Mrath. Honours ? And 
had you Honours to leave them, there is 
often a Bitterneſs mingled with theſe, a Bit- 
terneſs ſpringing from Abuſe, that ſpoil 
the Taſte of them. The beſt Inheritance, 
the moſt durable, the happieſt Legacy, 
that you can leave them, is a virtuow 
Education, a ſincere Piet, and a ſeriou 
Fear of God. | 


Ponder a Moment the unhappy Caſe at 


Children,---- born into a World that is i. 
2 1 
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elf a Snare to Virtue, deſtitute of religious 
Knowledge which they are not likely to ob- 
tin without your teaching, expoſed to 
Temptations that will certainly ſubdue them, 
if you do not guard their infant Years, and 
bring. them up: in the Nurture and Admoni- 
tion of the Lord. Your Children, your help- 
leſs Children, are juſtly the Objects of your 
benevolent Wiſhes, that claim a Share, a 
large and tender Share, of your Concern, whom 
the Laws of the Goſpel, as well as the Laws 
of Nature, oblige you to ſhield from all 
Harm, and to bleſs with every Help and 
Comfort in your Power. Do but ſeriouſſy 
think over their very compaſſionate Caſe; 
ignorant of God, ignorant of the Lord that 
bath bought them, ignorant of themſelves, 
and. uninſtructed, that in this Life their 
trueſt Joys, their beſt Intereſts cannot be 
found ; not knowing, that their Stay in this 
World is ſhort, their Paſſage into another 
certain, and that all muſt there receive ac- 
cording to the Things done in the Body, ever- 
laſting Bliſs, or Sorrows that ſhall know no 


End ;----alas,. does not their Caſe importu- 
Vor. I. T nately 
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nately call for Help? Can we be blameleſßz, 


and ſee the dear Creatures periſh, for whom 


Chriſt died, without one earneſt Endeavour 
for their Salvation? They know but little 


yet of him, by whoſe bleſſed Name they are 
called. Without Education, they muſt go 
on ſtill in Darkneſs, and grow up under the 
Tyranny of their Paſſions, muſt be loſt for 


want of Knowledge, and for ever periſh from 


the right Way. And do not theſe fad Cir- 
cumſtances ſpeak plainly, and cry aloud for 
Pity ? The Love of our Children, which 
even the worſt of Men cannot but feel 
Compaſſion for their helpleſs Caſe, the 
Fear of God which commands us this Duty, 
Regard to the Name of Chriſt, by which 
both they and we are called, do with one 
Voice exhort and provoke. us to Diligence 
in this Labour ſo important to their Wel. 
fare, in which their preſent.and future Hap- 
pineſs, in which the Glory of God, and ihe 
Honour of the Goſpel ar are ſo much and 10 


nearly concerned. 


_ — 


What 


hat 
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What is there ſo deſerving a good Man's 
Concern in the laſt Extremity of Nature, 
when the near Approach of the next World 
hath warned him to call off his Thoughts 
from this, what is there that can fo juſtify 
his looking back, as the State in which he 
is about to leave his Children. And 
certainly there is nothing that will ſpeak 
Peace to your Heart on this tender Sub- 


ject ſo effectually, as the Teſtimony of your 


Conſcience that you have not neglected their 
religious Education. If you can ſay with 
cur bleſſed Saviour, I have manifeſted thy 
Name unto them which thou gaveſt me out of 
tt World ; I have given unto them the Words 
which thou gaveſt me and they have received 
lem; you have ſurely no Reaſon to doubt, 
when their Father and their Mother are 
ſummoned to leave them, that h Lord will 
take them up. They are ſafe in the Hand of 
an Almighty Father, whoſe Love to his 
Children is infinitely beyond the Love of all 
earthly Parents. God will never leave them 
nor forſake them, ---- His Faithfulneſs and 
"0-4 Truth 
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Truth ſhall be their Shield and Buctler; his 
Mercy and his Goodneſs their es! grea 


'Reward for evermore. 


* pages. that. to nelett the Edug 
tion of your Children will furniſh then 


with Arms againſt yourſelves, and they wil 


live, after the Manner of E's Sons, to ca. 


fume your Eyes, and to grieve your Haan 
The moſt undutiful Children are thoſe, why 


have been corrupted with this cruel Conn 


vance at their childiſh Vices. Our fil 


Tenderneſs, our weak Indulgenc S ©" 
Tf you have neglected you Duty, can j 


complain that they have forgotten theirs! 


If Parents have nothing to e what har 


Children to obey ? 


But canfider the. Conſequences of a m 
glected Education in a ſtill more awfi 
Light, as regarding our future Exiſtence i 
an everlaſting Life after Death. If your 
Children mate themſelves vile, and you rotrui 
them not, there is a State of Miſery pr 

| pare 


— 
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pared for this grievous Guilt, che ſingle Ap. 
prehenſion of which cannot fail to influence 
a ſenſible Heart. To cauſe one of theſe little 
Ones to offend, or even to ſuffer them to ef- 
fend ; to ſeduce; or allow them by a wicked 
Negligence and very criminal Connivance to 
be ſeduced from the Ways of Goll and Vir- 
tue into Sin and Perdition; whatever pain- 
ful Ideas may ſpring from a Conduct ſo hor- 
ridly wrong and unnatural, all theſe will be 
fure to riſe againſt us, will vex and wound 


our Minds with an Agony f bitter Re- 
gections. 


Imagine the Father of 2 F amily, when 
he comes into thoſe Regions of Sorrow, 
that are the appointed Manſion of all that 
know not God; - imagine a Father diſcern- 
ing among reprobated Spirits a Child of his 
own, brought through his Neglect into that 
Place of Torments; with what Anguiſh will 
he hear thoſe Reproaches, which his unnatu- 
ral Cruelty muſt juſtly provoke againſt him? 
Barbarous Parent, whom a brutal Appetite, 

or 
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or mere worldly Conſiderations prompted 
to give me a miſerable Being, ſee, cruel 
Man, to what an Extremity of Deſpair you 
have wickedly reduced me ! Look on thele 
eternal Chains, whoſe Iron enters into my 
Soul, look on theſe encloſing Flames, whoſe 
Torment conſumes me ;---- theſe are the ſatal 
Þ Conſequences of my neglected Education 
Was it not enough to produce me a ſinful 
Creature without adding Guilt to Pollution, 
and making me tenfold more the Child of 
Wrath, than I was by Nature? Why died Ii 
wot from the N umb? Why did 1 not give up 
the Ghoſt the Moment I was born? (Job iy, 
11.) Wherefore is Light given to him that is i 
Miſery, and Life unto the bitter in Soul? 
(v. 20.). I long for Death but it cometh nt. 
O ſhew me the Mountains to fall on me, and 
the Hills to cover me from the Wrath of 
God.----Or if the Vengeance that purſues 
| thee hath forbidden this, I muſt, alas, my- 
ſelf become thy Tormentor ; eternally muſt 
you ſee the Spectacle of my Miſeries; etet- | 
nally muſt you hear the Deep Reſound with 
my 
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my continual Cries, and be a Witneſs of my 
inceſſant % and Deſpair ! 


If the . of ſuch a future Meet- 
ing with your neglected Children throw a 
Gloom upon your Spirits, and make your 
Heart ſink within you; turn your Reflec- 
tions to Objects more ſuitable to Beings 
ſuch as we are, who were certainly deſigned 
for Happineſs, however we may through our 
on Misbehaviour fail to obtain it. 


To deny your Children the Bleſſing of a 
good Education is to deny yourſelf in the 
next World Joys, which exceed our Imagi- 
nation, as much as they ſurpaſs the Power 
of Language to deſcribe them. 


Think, when you ſhall hear the laſt 
Trumpet ſound, and the Voice of the Arch- 
Argel ſhall bid the Dead ariſe, think with 
what Rapture we ſhall again behold zbe 
Children which God hath given us; with what 
Tranſports of Joy we ſhall meet again the 

| dear 
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dear Objects of parental Love, which Death 
perhaps ſnatched away untimely, and whoſe 


Lofs hath coſt us ſo many Sighs and Tears, 
Think, what Foy unſpeakable muſt glow j in 


the Chriſtian's Boſom; to ſtand at the Head 


of a virtuous Family, to come with this 
happy Train before the Throne: of Jil, 
and appear blameleſs in his Sight; to be 
able to fay, bebold me and the Children" tohith 
thou haft given me :----Thoſe which" thou gave 
me I have kept, and none of them is Toft. © 


Can you pauſe on ſuch Reflections as 
theſe, and not * ſeriouſly reſolve to train up 


your Children i in the . ay that they ſhould | & ? 


Let us conſider, how plainly God i injoins, 
how earneſtly the Voice of Nature urges, 
and preſſes upon our Hearts, the extreme 
Obligation of this very important Duty; 
that thoſe Parents, who rob. their Children 
of this neceſſary Inſtruction, which is en- 
tailed upon them by the Law of God, and 
dy the Ties of Nature, and of which they 
cannot be diſinherited without the greateſt 


Injury 
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Injury to their Souls, that ſuch Parents will 
be reſponſible for thoſe Sins of their Chil- 
dren, which they commit for Want of ſuch 
Inſtruction. Every Parent hath in effect 
ſad unto God as Judab ſaid unto his Father; 
I will be Surety for the Children, of my 
Hand ſhalt thou require them; if I bring them 
wt unto thee, and ſet them before thee, then let 
me bear the Blame for ever. And can a Pa- 
rent then fulfil this Obligation, muſt he not 
diſpleaſe his heavenly Father, and bear the 
Blame for ever, unleſs he trains them up to 
Virtue, ſhews them the Path of Life, and 
ſes that no Miſchief befal them by the Way ? 
Let this be our Care: Let us give unto 
them the Words which God hath given unto 
vs.----And may God bleſs our Diligence in 
teaching them. May the Seed which hath 
been ſown, and the Seed which ball be ſown, 
take Root downward, and bring forth abun- 
dant Fruit upward, and , may the End be 
everlaſting Life, even an Inheritance among 
them which are ſanfiified, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. 
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1 Thzss. i. 9, 10. 


They themſelves ſhew of Us, what Moor f 
entering in we had unto you, and bow you 
turned to God from Idols, to ſerve the living 
and true God,--- And to wait for his Son 
from Heaven, whom he raiſed from the 
Dead, even Jeſus which delivered Us * 
the Wrath to come. 


F EF. Chriſtianity to 
oreater Advantage, no Argument is 

o likely to promote the Love and Practice 
of it in the World, as the good Lives of 
it's Profeſſors, and Followers. The Apoſ. 
tle was very ſenſible of this ; and with much 
real Joy and Exultation of Heart ſurveys 
the Succeſs of his Labours, that he had 
neither preached in vain, nor the Theſſalo- 
nians believed in vain. To them he appeals 
U 2 | as 


Mind, and are the hardeſt to change, be. 
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fan Ren 
ue 


as living Evidences in Favour of the Goſpel, 


and Examples to all that believed in Mare. 


donia and Achaia. Their Work »f Faith; and 
Labour of Love, and Patience of Hope in I 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, were illuſtrious Atteſta. 
tions both of the Apoſtle's Diligence, and 
of the good and virtuous Hearts of the 
Theſſalonians. No Prejudices of Education, 
no Forte of Cuſtom, no Habits of Nel. 


gion, which put the ſtrongeſt Bias upon tbe 


cauſe Men think it an Impiety to change 
them, no Allurements of a Religion the moſt 
flattering to Fleſh and Blood, that indulged 
the natural Corruption of the human Heart, 
and made Vice and Devotion. conſiſtent, 
could hold them in Chains ; but through al 
this Oppoſition and Reluctance of the worl 
of Habits did the ingenuous Minds of the 
Theſſalonians force their Way to turn to th 
living God, and Jeſus which r from the 
Wrath to come. 


Such 


ich 
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Such Was the Convertion of the Theſ- 


ſalotitans to the Goſpel of Chriſt ; not barely 


a "Profeſſion. of Faith ih Jeſus, whilſt in 
Works they denied him, and Perſevered in 
thoſe Vices which blackened the Whole Face 
of the Gentile World. No, they left their 
Idols to ferve the living and true God; to 
ferve him in the Manner, Which that infi- 
nitely pure Being commands, in Holineſs and 
Rigbteoungſ. And ſuch, likewiſe, muſt the 
Converſion of Chtiſtians be as ſincere 
and entire from every Thing that is con- 
trary to the Religion of their Maſter, and as 
active and alive in adorning the Doctrine of 
God our Saviour in all Things. 


To this it ſhall be the Buſineſs of this 
Diſcourſe to exhort you; namely, 


1.----To turn from Idols to ſerve. the living 
and true God. And 
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2. wait for his Son from Heaven, 25 
one whom God hath raiſed from the Dead to 


deliver Us from the Wrath to come. 


Before Ya, ab of the Goſpel the 


State of Religion was deplorably corrupt, 


Men left to their own Reaſon ſhewed, hoy 
unſteady and uncertain a Guide mere Reaſon 
is; when under it's Direction the Knowledge 


and Belief of the one true God was univer. 


ſally loſt, falſe Gods, the Patrons and En- 
couragers of Vice, took Place, and Men 
became wicked upon Principle. It was: 
melancholy Scene ! Superſtition, the vilelt 
and moſt unmanly, prevailed, and gart 
Birth M/s to the vileſt and moſt un- 


manly Practices. 


How fincerely, how entirely the al- 
nians abandoned this State of Darkneſs and 
Corruption we ſee in the Words before us, 
An Example of Zeal for the Truth. of God, 


and of Minds - honeſtly diſpoſed to follow 
| - wherever 
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wherever the Light of the "Goſpel: ſhould 
lead them, well worthy of bur ſober Re- 
flection and diligent Imitation; when nei- 
ther the unhappy Force of an early Educa- 
tion, nor the ſtrong Prejudices which every 
Man has to the Religion in which he has 
been bred, nor a Veneration for their Anceſ- 
tors who had lived and died in the ſame Re- 
gion, nor the Authority of their Prieſts, 
nor the Example of the World, that was 
wholly given to Idolatry, could divert them 
from following the Truth as it is in Feſus, nor 
prevent their turning from Idols, to ſerve the 
being and true Cod In this it may be 
thought, that Chriſtians cannot imitate their 
unprejudiced Regard to the Truth of the 
Goſpel, and their Reſolution to abandon a 
falſe Religion for the Sake of the good Ward 
of God. Education hath happily given you 
the Knowledge of the one true God and Feſus 
Chriſt whom he hath ſent. Chriſtianity i is the 
Religion of your .carlieſt «Years : Into this 


Faith were you baptiſed ; in this were you 
trained from your Youth up, to renounce 


the 
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the Devil and all bis Works, to beligve in Gad 
aud to ſerve bim; looking for the Reſurreftiag 
from the Dead, and the glorious appearing of 
the - great God and our Saviour Jeſus Chrif, 
Can you then turn from Idols to ſerve the lin. 
ing and true God, who never knew what it 
as to worſhip Idols? Happy are the Peopl: 
that are in ſuch a Caſe, who have invariably 
adhered to the pure Religion of Jeſus, and 
have always lived, as if the Lord was their 
Cod. But is this really the Caſe? Did you 
never then forſake the Religion of your Edu. 
cation? ? Did you never worſhip Power 
never worſhip Pleafure, never worſhip 
Wealth ? Have you never feared them that 
kill the Body, and after that have no men 
that they can do ; have you not feared them 
more than you fear him, who after be hath 
killed, bath Power to defiray both. Soul he 
Body in | Hell? Have you truſted in the lis 
Lord with all your Heart, and at all Times? Um 
Did you never truſt in Man, nor make N, Nil 
your Arm, and in your Heart depart from tt 
Lord? (Jer. xvii. 5.) Have you loved hin, 


25 you are G e with all your Har v. 
ojth 
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with all your Soul, and with all your Strength ? 
Nay, have you not loved this preſent World, 
fought what you might eat and drink, and 
wherewithal you might be cloathed, the Plea- 
ſures and Splendors of Life more than the 
Kingdom of God and his Righteouſneſs ? He that 
cometh to God muſt believe that he is, and 
that he is a Rewarder of them that diligently 
{eek him, muſt truſt in his Promiſes, and per- 
form the Conditions of them. Without 
this you cannot turn to ſerve the living and 
true God: Without Faith in him it is impoſ- 
ible to pleaſe him.----And if he be your God, 
p WY #6er+is his Fear? If be be your Father, where 
a W's his Honour? (Mal. i. 6.) Theſe are the 
natural Expreſſions of Reverence, the ge- | 
m Whine Language of ſincere Adoration, But 
what Honour, what Fear of God have thoſe 
vio blaſpheme his Name, who trample on 
his Commandments, who hold the Truth in 
Unrighteouſneſs, who ſay they believe in God, 
whilſt in Works they deny him. Thoſe there- 
fore that know God, and yet glorify him not as 
God, have certainly no true Vital of Reli- 

Vor. I, » Zion. 
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gion. Their Lives are an actual Renunciz. 
tion of their Faith, an abſurd and imprac. 
ticable Attempt of reconciling Religion with 
| fooliſh and hurtful Luſts, which drown Men in 
Deſtruction and Perdition. The Scripture, 
decide, that no Man can ſerve two Maſters, 
where their Intereſts are contrary, and their 
Demands oppoſite. Either he will hate th 
one, and love the other, or elſe he will hull 


to the one, and deſpiſe the other. To recon- 
cile them is impoſſible. You cannot deyote 
yourſelves to the World, and live the Lif 
of Faith. You cannot at once ſet your . 
feftion on Things above, and Things on th 


Earth. Ye cannot ſerve God and Mammon 


As too many, who name the Nome of 
Chriſt, are Strangers to the Spirit of his Re. 
ligion, and live in a Manner that is unwor- 
thy of the Goſpel----let me then recal t 
your Thoughts the Example which St. Pau 
ſers before us in the glorious Behaviour af 
the Theſſalonians. Reflect on the Difficultes 
they had to ſtruggle with, and the Temp 

| | | rations 
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tations they ſurmounted, when they left their 


[dols to ſerve the living God. Is there a Plea- 
ſure, or an 1 ntereſt in this World, that op- 


poſes your Reformation and Chriſtian Pro- 


greſs, which was not more ſtrongly oppoſed 
to them? Are you weak and impotent to 
Good? So were they. Have you ſtrong 
Paſſions to miſlead you, long Habits of 


Wickedneſs to conquer ? They had all 
this and more; not only were Men of like 


Paſſions with yourſelves, open io the Temp- 
ations and Terrors of the ſame evil World, 
governed by the ſame fe/bly Luſts, and deep- 
ly funk in Habits of the groſſeſt Wicked- 
nefs, but comforted and encouraged to-per- 
iſt in them by a Religion that was the 


Friend of Corruption, whoſe very Gods were 
vicious, and whoſe Followers could not con- 
demn in themſelves, what they approved 
in the Deities they worſhipped. Can it now 
be harder for us, than it- was for them to 
turn from Idols? They, as the Apoſtle tells 
us, became obedient to the Faith, and received 


the Word, in much Affiiion, with Joy of the 


Holy Ghoſt. And . remember, that the ſame 


% 
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God that called them to Repentance, the 


ſame living and true God till calls upon us, 
the ſame Jeſus commands us to fly from th: 
Wrath to come; the ſame zealous Apoſtle, by 


F dead, yet ſpeaketh, and beſeeches us not to 


receive the Grace of God in vain.—— May 


we not fruſtrate by our Neglect the merciful ; 


Calls of Heaven.----May we receive the 
Word, as the Theſſalonians did, not as th 
Mord of Men, but as it is in Truth the Mi 
of God, and | 


2. Wait for the Son of God from Hes 
ven, even Jeſus who delivers us from th 
Wrath to come. 


It was not ſufficient for the Theſſalonian, 
you ſee, merely to renounce the Worſhip of 
Idols, and to ſerve the living and true God 
Were this all, were you only to ſtand on 
the Foundation of natural Religion, wot- 
ſhipping the true God, but Strangers to the 
Hope that is in Jeſus, by which we bare 
Peace with God, even the Forgiveneſs of 
Sins, a ſerious Few, or a virtuous Mahon. 

tan, 
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tan, would ſtand in the ſame Rank of Praiſe. 


But we muſt moreover believe in him who 


hath purchaſed us with his Blood: We muſt 
wait for him from Heaven, as the Perſon, 


who alone can redeem us, and deliver us 
from the Wrath to come; that Wrath fo 


dreadfully deſcribed and ſo terribly to be 
executed, when the Lord Jeſus Hall deſcend 
from Heaven with his mighty Angels, in 
flaming Fire, taking Vengeance on them that 


know not God, and that obey not the Goſpel of 


our Lord Feſus Chriſt; who ſhall be puniſhed 


with everlaſting Deſtruftion from the Preſence 


of the Lord, and from the Glory of his Power. 
(2 Theſſ. i. 7.) 


Such is the Salvation we are to wait for. 
By Grace are ye ſaved through Faith. But 
much it imports us to remember always, 
what the Faith of the Goſpel 1s--- not a dead, 
inoperative Principle, that floats in the Brain, 
a ſpeculative Knowledge of God's Mercy 


through Chriſt, or a cold unactive Aﬀent to 


this Scheme of 'Redemption ; but ſuch a 
Faith in Chriſt as dwells in the Heart with 
| the 


— 1 
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the Warmth of Life Blood, that is the Life 
of our Life, and the Soul of our Actions, 
that animates our Thoughts, governs our 
Conduct, and guides our Feet in the W ays of 
Peace. Some unhappily deluded Chriſtians 
would make believing the whole Buſineſs of 
a Chriſtian. It is indeed, as a judicious 
| + Writer obſerves, an eaſy Way of Salva. 
« tion, if no more be required to Man's 
“ Happineſs, but a Fancy and ſtrong Opi- 
“ nion, which they will eaſily call believing. 
* Such as makenoother Conditionof the Goſ 
<< pel but believing, and will hardly allow that 
« to be called a Condition, ought to have 
« great Care to keep their Hearts ſounder 
« than their Heads; for their only Secu- 
4 rity will lie in this, that they are good, 
« though they ſee no real Neceſſity of being 
44 {,” To wait for the Lord from Heavn 
implies indeed a real, and lively Expetts 
tion of his coming again, a full and deep 
Perſuaſion on our Hearts that the Day b 
fixt, and the Hour certain; and that the 
Event of it to every Man will be an Allot- 
| fa ment 
+ Biſhop Stilling fleet, Vol. I. p. 56, 57. 
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ment to eternal Pleaſures, or a Condemna- 
tion to never-ending Miſeries. Such is the 
Chriſtian Faith: -A Faith which has affect- 
ing Influences that fills the Heart with 
Love and takes Poſſeſſion of our Affec- 
tions, that is Gratitude for God's Bene- 
fits, Truſt in his Goodneſs, Devotion to 
his Service, is Hope in his Mercy, and Faith 
in his Promiſes, Reſignation to his Provi- 
dence, and entire Obedience to Chriſt's 
Commandments: And the Want of this 
Faith it is, that makes up the great Re- 
proach of Chriſtians. Hear the verbal 
« Proteſtations of all Men,” ſays the inſo- 
lent | Adverſary of Chriſtianity,” < no- 

thing they are ſo certain of as their: reli 
«* gious Tenets : Examine their Lives, you 
« will ſcarcely think they repoſe the ſmalleſt 
Confidence in them.” Can this be ſaid 
with Truth, and can Chriſtians be inno- 
cent? Is che Name of God blaſphemed 
through you, is the Goſpel diſparaged, and 


it's bleſſed Author vilified on your Ac- 


count, 


Hume's Nat. Hiſt, of Rel. p. 115, 
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count, and are you not horribly guilty ? 


We are Chriſtians : But what is there of 


Chriſtianity in our Lives ? But we believe, 


and therefore we are Chriſtians. Yet al 
that believe are not Chriſtians ; the Devils 
alſo believe, and tremble. To be a Chriſtian 


is not merely to be called by our Saviour 
Name, to pay him an exterior Service, to 
frequent his Church, to receive the Cup of 
Salvation, to talk of, to diſpute and grow 


warm for the Honour of our holy Religion, 
It is moreover to receive with Meekneſs the 
ingrafted Word, which is able to ſave you 
Souls, and to be Doers of the Word, and mt 


Hearers, or Talkers only, to believe in Feſus, 


and to walk in all the Commandments of the 
Lord blameleſs. And when this is neglected 
and forgotten, if Men abandon themſelves 
to the Love of the preſent World, to the 
Luſt of Money, to Ambition, to Fraud, 
and Inſincerity, if they are envious, revenge- 
ful, proud and intemperate, the Slaves of 
filthy Luſts, they may call themſelves Chriſ- 
tians; but if ſuch Men are Chriſtians, then 

| he 
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he may be a Chriſtian, who is alienated from 


the Life of Chriſt, whoſe God is bis Belly, and 


whoſe Glory it in his Shame, a Chriſtian, in 


Name, but in Behaviour and in Life ſurely 


: Difgrace to human Nature. And what 


a Diſhonour is this to the ſacred Name by 


which they are called, and where muſt their 
Portion be at laſt? Will not the Servant 


who knows, and yet diſobeys his Lord's Will, 
ſuffer, as he deſerves, the ſevereſt Inflic- 


on? Shall they not have Judgment with- 
ut Mercy, who deſpiſe the Riches of God's 
Mercy and Forbearance, and are evil, becauſe 
Gd is good. 


Let this Saying, then, ſink Fry into 
jour Hearts, and have it's due Effect upon 
your Lives and Converſations - ---- that the 
Faith of a Chriſtian and his waiting for the 
| os from Heaven i is no idle, hotional Mat- 
er Only. No: It is ſuch a Belief as 1s quick 


id p,"werful ; ſuch a Perſuaſion as is con- 
antly ppreſent to our Minds, and by being 


0, Works itſelf into the very Temper and | 


Diſpoſition of our Souls, governs our 
IE Thoughts, 


. 


— — — — 


 overcometh the World. Thus do true Chrif 


of Deliverance and Triumph to them, wh 


oY Deſpair. We know not indeed at what Hau 
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Thoughts, and will diſcover itſelf on al 
proper Occaſions in our Words and Afi 
alſo. This, and this only, is that Faith whit 


tians wait for their Lord from Heaven.---And 
the Day will certainly come, when ke 
ſhall deſcend from thence, to be glorified i 
his Saints, and to be admired of all then 
that wait for him, but to the eternal Confy. 
ſion of all that have deſpiſed him: A Dy 


by patient Continuance in well doing ſeek fo 
Glory, and Immortality; but to Unbeliever 
and the Impenitent of infinite Terror and 


the Maſter of the Houſe will come, whether a \ 
Even, or at Midnight, or at the Cock-crowng, Wir ! 
or in the Morning. But this we know, that our 
Bleſſed are thoſe Servants whom their L 
when he cometh ſhall find watching. (Du Fat 
xii. 37.) May this ſupport our Sen and! 
and animate our Spirits, while we walk who , 
in the Path of his Commandmen_s, Fi don 


this bleſſed Day Jet us wail; all | 
Days of our appointed Time; a Day thati 
9 | "Yes 
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fully to accompliſh all the Hopes and De- | 
fires of Man, and all the Promiſes of God. 
If we hope for the Crown of Righteouſneſs, 
which the Lord the righteous Fudge ſhall give 
in that Day ta all that love his Appearing, let 
us ſeek it with all our Hearts, and defire it 
with all our Souls. Let us keep Innocency, 
and take heed to the Thing that is right, be 
Chriſtians indeed, in Faith and in Life, be 
tedfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding in the 
Work of the Lord, in Temperance, in 
Righteouſneſs, and Godlineſs, foraſmuch 
as our Labour will not be in vain in the 
22 c 


May God, in whoſe Hand are the Hearts 
of Men, perſuade us to turn to him with all 
our Hearts, to break off our Sins by Repen- 
tance, and to hold faſt the Profeſſion of our 
Faith without wavering, in full Aſſurance 
and Perſuaſion of that eternal Life, which he, 
who cannot lie, hath promiſed through his 
don Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
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For our Converſation is in Heaven. 


12 beſt Hopes, as well as the beſt 
I Intereſts of a Chriſtian, relate to a- 
nother World. The Concerns of our pre- 
ſent Being, however valued and courted, 
however comprehenfiveand compleat in their A 
Nature and Degree, yet compared with theſe 
bleſſed Hopes, and fairly weighed in the _— 
Balance of cool "Reaſon, can challenge no — 
Admiration, but will be viewed, as Trifles, | 
with an Eye -of Indifference, if 'not Con- ; 
tempt. , When we conſider the Diſadvan- 
tages of the preſent Scene, that Plenty is 
not always Enjoyment, that Affluence is no 
Privilege againſt Diſeaſes, but often the Pa- 
rent of them, that the beſt Enjoyments of 
our preſent Exiſtence anſwer not up to 
8 5 the 


| Word here tranſlated Converſation denotes 
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the C apacity of our Nature, leave Wand 
ſtill unſupplied, or ſoon returning; and if 


perpetuated to the Length of our preſent 
Duration, yet ſo uncertain and tranſient is 
our Abode here,----that if there be an Hope 
beyond the Grave, if other Pleaſures abide 


us, other Happineſs both more farisfaCtory 


and. more durable; if this Happineſs can be 
found in Heaven alone, and is there aſſu- 
redly to be found of all that earneſtly ſeek. 
after it, then certainly it is both the Wiſ. 


dom, and Duty of every Chriſtian to ſet his | 


Affections on this, and to make it his great 
* and Wan a 


1 ſnall not detain you to 8 that the 


the peculiar Privileges of the ſincere Fol- 
lowers of Jeſus Chriſt; thoſe valuable Inte- 
reſts, and bleſſed Rights belonging to the 


Citizens of Heaven, of which all chat per- 
ſevere in F aith and Virtue ſhall certainly be 


admitted to a full Poſſeſſion. This is the 


P of a Chriſtian's good Converſation. But 
my 
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my Deſign is to, conſider the Words of the 
Apoſtle, as th e Means likewiſe of obtaining 
this invalu- ole End; namely to Pye ut 


T. at it is the Duty of a true Chriſtian, 
o lte his Converſation i in Heaven. God 
/ mercifully open your Hearts, and convince 

you of this Duty, that you may both 

know, and ſincerely practiſe ; it, and become 
wiſe unto Salvation. 


Now to have our Converſation in Heaven, 
it is previouſly neceſſary to poſſeſs our Minds 
with a ſolid Perſuaſion of . that endleſs Bliſs, 
which all that believe in Jeſus, and obey 
the Goſpel, ſhall at laſt certainly partake of. 
If you contemplate the true Motives to a 
Chriſtian Behaviour, and compare them with 
the Life and Manners of thoſe, who have 
forgotten God, and abandoned the Hopes 
of Futurity, you will ſoon perceive on what 
Foundation theſe different Meaſures of Be- 
haviour ſtand, The ſincerely good Man 
has rooted this Perſuaſion in his Heart, that 


he 
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he is both a ſinful and an ac, 70untable:Crea. 
ture, tending on the Brink f Death and 
Judgment: that God has mercy, fully given 
him the Offers of Repentance ana Accep- 
tance in his bleſſed Son, but has Withal 
aſſigned him a Work, which i it imports * im 


at the Peril of his Soul to finiſh, before th. 
| Ni ight comes, before Nature's common Work 
is done, and he, that in Adam was born to 


die, hath paid this Debt of Sin, Can you 


wonder, if a Man fo perſuaded conſiders 


Life as a ſerious Buſineſs, that the Thing to. 


be done in it is to make his whole Temper 
and Deportment Chriſtian and divine, that 
he may live, while he does live, ſuperior to 
the World, andiit's Temptations, and, when 
God calls him hence, to have no Part of His 
Work uafinifhed, no ſudden Repentance to 
be, huddled over, and patched up in Haſte, 
nothing; in ſhort, but to take his Leave of 
preſent Things, to depart hence, and fo 
enter into the Joy of his Maſter. . The getting 
or keeping of Wealth, Diverſions, Dreſs 


and Splendor, thoſe. Idols of other Men ſo 


much 
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much reſpected and adored, he conſiders as 
but little Things, that deſerve not his beſt 
Thoughts, and are unworthy to be made 
the chief Buſineſs of his Eife. What he 
ſetks principally is & Kingdom of God, to be 
in conſtant Readies and Preparation to 
meet his Jutize, whoſe Coming is foretold 
to be in @ Day when we look not for him, 
ind at Nur coben we are mat awdre. 


Arid now turn your Thoaghis: if you 
pleaſe, 6h the Men of this World; and ob- 
ſive by what Card they ſteer through the 
Voyage of Life, not with Eyes lifted up to 
Heaven, but looking downwards only at 


the Things wobith are ſeen. © Man“, as the 
noble + Miffionary of voluptuous Indul- 
gente teaches; Man is merely,” if you 
will believe him, a ſuperior Animal, whoſe 
Views are confined to this preſent Life, and 
who has fo reaſonable Proſpect of exiſting 
in any other State. God has given him Ap- 
petites and Paſſions 3 and Pleaſure is their 

+ Lord Ballngbzate, Vol. V. p. 4179, 358. | 
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only Object. He has Reaſon indeed, but 
this Reaſon is only to enable him to contrive 
and provide what is moſt conducive to his 
Happineſs ; that is, what will yield him 
here © a continued, permanent Series of the 
moſt - agreeable Senſations,” which is the 
noble Writer's Definition of Happineſs. Can 
you wonder, if a Creed, that makes Man 
periſh like the Beaſts, ſhould make him live 

like them too? Many, it is true, who ſub- 

ſcribe not to this Faith, do yet follow it in 

their Practice, and live, as if the Objects of 
Senſe are thoſe only, in which there is any 

Truth, and Solidity. By theſe are their 

Paſhons warmed, and governed; on theſc 

do. their Deſires and Averſions, their Hopes 

and Fears depend. And by whatever Re. 
finements of Reaſon, or philoſophical Spe- 
culation ſome Perſons may be diſtinguiſhed 
from others; yet in Matters of Practice 
wall you ever find amongſt them very little, 
or no Difference, where Religion has made 
none. But in this regard the ſame Charac- 
rer marks the wiſe and the unwiſe, the Man 


of 
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of Learning, and the Man loſt in uneducated 
Groſſneſs, that the ſame Tyranny of Appe- 
tite and Paſſion prevails in all, the fame 
Stream of earthly Purſuits bears them un- 

| reſiſting along, Mark the various Employ- 
WH ments of thoſe, whom a Senſe of Religion 
has not touched; what is it that fills their 
Hearts, and gives Life to their Labours-? 
Is it not to obtain the Intereſts and Enjoy- 
| ments that meet and ſolicit their Senſes, to 
| figure it in the Honours and Diſtinctions 
of Life, and to riot in it's Pleaſures ; how- 
«, differing in their ſeveral Objects of 
Gratification, ſtill agreeing not to look 
beyond the preſent Scene, nor to ſtart a 
* W'Vih that ſhall outrun the Limits of the 
World before them. They walk, as the 
Apoſtle deſcribes them, (Eph. ii. 2, 3,) ac- 
cording to the Courſe of this World, according 
t the Prince of the Peter of the Air, the 
Ifirit that worketh in the Children of Diſobe- 
lience, having their Converſation, not in 
Heaven, but in the Luſts of the Fleſh, fulfil- 
ng the Defires of ibe Fleſh, and of the Mind, 
md are by Nature, both in their Tempers, 
Zz 2 and 
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and in the Iſſues of their Behaviour, the 
undoubted Children of Wrath, Talk 
them of the Happineſs in Heaven, which 
Gad hath prepared far thoſe that lows him n. 
tell them of the Puniſnments that will; ce 
rainly, be inflited on thoſe that hurſt th 
Bonds of Conſcience ;----ſhew them, on on 
Hand, that exceeding and eternal Weight i 
Glory treaſured up in the Stores of Heaven, 
the Crown that. fadeth not away, the Streams 
of Pleaſure, which flow in God's Preſeng 
for evermore ;---- urge; them, on the other, 
with thoſe future Miſertes of incurable Guik, 
which Words cannot paint, and no Force 
of Imagination concetve, where the Wan 
dies not, and the Fire is nat quenched, the 
Wallings of never-ending Woe, and the Ago 
nies of inconfolable Deſpair ;----what lu. 
fluence have Remonſtrances and Reaſons 
like theſe ? Theſe are Matters that fall no 
under the Obſervation of Senſe, Things 
which Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard. 0, 
neither have entered into the Heart , Mat 
Their Attention groyels on this Earth, and 


5 
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is chained down to he Things that arg ſain. 
One Thing enk they delt, and that will they 
ſeek after, nat inde with: the Plalmiſt to 
dull iy the Hautle of tbe Lare, or to enquire 
in his Temple, tp ſeek the good and perfect 
Way, and ta walk in it with a perfect 
Heart, but, were it poſſible, to be jramortal 
upon Earth, and to wallow for ever in it's 
[mpurities. Groſs and ſenſual Minds, that 
have loſt their Capacity of taſting the 
purer and ſublimer Joys of Virtue, the Plea- 
ſure of being good, and doing good, and 
have abandoned all Thoughts of the King- 
dom of Heaven! 


Now theſe are the Perſons whom Religion 
cannot hold, Men devoted to Senſe, and re- 
lolved to make the moſt of the preſent 
Scene, to ſerve the Intereſts of this Life, 
and enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin; and as to 
hereafter ---- let come what may. A Chriſ- 
tian cannot act upon ſuch Principles: And 
every one that does, by whatever Name he 
is called, yet any Name or Title will better 

ſuit 
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ſuit him, than that of a Chriſtian. 4 
Chriſtian looks not at the Things which are ſec: 
his Treaſure is in Heaven, and his Heart i; 
there alſo, His higheſt Intereſts, his deareſt 
Hopes are placed, where Chriſt fitteth at the 
Right-band of God. He walls by Faith, and 
not by Sight. His Life is as different as bis 
Belief from that of other Men. He re 
gards himſelf as a Probationer of Heaven, 
and a Candidate for immortal Joys; as much 


future Bleſſedneſs to all that fear God and 
walk in his Ways, as he is convinced by his 
Senſes of the Realities of the preſent Life. 
He believes himſelf 2 Stranger only, and 
Paſſenger upon Earth, that is travelling to- 
wards a better Country, that is an heavenh: 
A Country ſo unlike to the preſent, that the 
Riches of this are no Riches there, it's Ho- 
nours no Honours, it's Pleaſures no Plea- 
ſures. He cannot therefore ſuffer - the falſe 
Glitter of earthly Greatneſs to dazzle his 
Underſtanding, nor the Things and Plez- 
ſures of Senſe to enſlave him; but will rex 

dily 


perſuaded in his Heart of the Certainty of | 


en 
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dily exchange the Tinſel of worldly Glory 
for the ſolid Honour that ſprings from God's | 
Approbation, and can contentedly give up 

brutal Indulgences, that he 1 Logs the 
Joys of Angels. 


Such is the Efficacy of Faith in a Chriſ- 
tian, which 1s no half Perſuaſion, no hover- 
ing Opinion, no uninfluencing Notion idly 
floating in the Brain, but ever a ſure Prin- 
ciple of Action, as fteady in it's Govern- 
ment of the Heart and it's Wiſhes, as the 
Eye in it's ſound State is a Lamp to your 
Feet and a Light to your Paths. It paints 
the World and the Things of it, not in the 
van Glare which a deluded Fancy beſtows, 
nor in the gaudy Colours in which they ap- 
pear, when ſhewn through the falſe Glaſs 
of Paſſion, but in the ſober Dreſs of Nature, 
23 Things deſirable indeed, but deſirable 
merely as temporary Reliefs to our Syſtem 
of Fleſh, that are ſhort and periſhable, and 
ending, when abuſed, in Pains and Diſtem- 
pers, and the Anguiſh of à wounded Spirit. 
And 
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And it ſhews, on the other Hand, what i4 
tht Hope of our Calling, and what are h. 
Riches of God's glorious Inheritance; (Eph i 
18.) that preſent. Pleaſure is but the Hap- 
pineſs of a Moment, as Happineſs, real 
Happineſs, which is the Hope of Chriſtians, 
is Pleaſure perpetuated, a Stream that runs 
with an unbroken Current, and ever vil 
run. With theſe Sentiments ingrafted, and 
alive upon the Heart, a Man cannot be 
| perſuaded to part with his future Hope for 
the Blandiſhments of Time. lf Pain muſt 
be endured, the ſhorteſt i is to be choſen: 
If Pleaſures muſt be reſigned, the leaſt du- 
rable are the leaſt valuable. And can you 
then a Moment heſitate which to chuſe, the 
Pains of Guilt, that end not, or the Pains 
of Virtue; ſhort and light Afiftions enduring 
but for a Moment. There is no Propor- 
tion, and to a Man that thinks there is like: 
wiſe no Choice between the ſhort and the 
everlaſting z between that which can pleak; 
but not ſatisfy z Pleafures that are turbulent 
and foon over, but conclude in endleſs Re- 
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get and immortal Miſery, and Pleaſure 
{ich as thoſe of Heaven, in which there are 
no Intervals of Pain, no Breaches in our 
Felicity, that is one entire Flow and Tenor 
of Delight, and is commenſurate both to 
the Deſires and Duration of Man, - Go to 
him that fancies Man's Life confits in the 
Abundance that be poſſeſſeth: Aſk what he has 
found by Experience. He will tell you, if 
he anſwers truly, what the wiſe Man has 
old you already: He that loveth Silver ſhall 
wt be ſatisfied with Silver. (Eccleſ. v. 10.) 
And the ſame is likewiſe true of all other 
unnatural Purſuits, and Choices. They are 
only a leaden Iteration of the ſame Objects, 
the ſame Things,” as 4 One ſays, © over 
* again or worſe, a Repetition of the ſame 
* Pleaſures, but ſtill with leſs Pleaſure, and 
Reliſh.” And yet was there a real ſatisfy- 
ing Pleaſure in theſe Things, the Scene be- 
fore us is ſo much in Motion, and ever ſo 
ready" to change; Health may ſo quickly 


2 Tillveſon, Vol. III. p. 220, 


ol. I, n ſicken, 
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Reken, and Aftduerice ſo eafily make jy 
Wings; — and if the Scene befbre tis wen 
not ſo perpetuatty ſhifting, the Actors then; 
ſelves have ſo ſhort a Part allotted then 
upon this Stage, we have ſo precarigus ; 
enure of Life, we muſt ſo ſoon Paſs fron 
theſe Things if the eſe T, hings paſs not fun 
Vs, chat! it wil ever be the Wiſdom, as wel 
as Duty of Man, not, to place his Hear 
where he has ſo ſuppery an Hold, buty 
2 bis, Aﬀedtions on 7 Kings alove, and t to har 
his abs 5 Heaven, 


"T6 haye our Converſation ip Heaven is U 
livg. under the full Impreſſion af Chriſtianit, 
that Religion which was mercifully deſignef 
to! heal the Corruꝑtion of our Nature, and 

to, make us happy by making us holy. Ant 
will not you diligently ſecond the Grace d 
God ? Study the-ſacred Book, be convinced 
of your moral Weakneſs, and how ready 
God is to give the holy Spirit to them that a 
him.” If you want Help therefore, turn to 
him who giveth 10 all Men liberally, au 
| pbrail 
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upbraideth not: And let our Prayer be, 
2s we are taught, for daily Bread; that the 
Kingdom of God may come, and his Will be 
ame in our Souls. Theſe are the true and 
invaluable Bleſſings, which every one that 
aſeeth receiveth, if to his Earneſtneſs in aſk- + 
ing he adds a ſincere Induſtry in obtaining. 
May this, which is the true Intereſt, be 
lkewiſe the fervent Care of every one of 
us! Grant us, gracious God, that we may 
love the Thing which thou commandeſt, and 
defire that which thou doſt promiſe ; that ſo 
amsng the ſundry, and manifold Changes of 
the World, our Hearts may ſurely there be fixed, 
where true Joys are to be found, through Jeſus 
Chrift our Lard. | 
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Wings - and if the Scene befbre tis wen 
not ſo perpetuatty ſhifting, the Actors then. 
ſelves have ſo ſhort a Part allotted them 
upon this Stage, we have ſo precarigu 
Tenure of Life, we muſt ſo ſoon Paſs from 
theſ: Things if the eſe Things paſs not from 
Vs, chat! it wil ever be the Wiſdom, as well 
as, Duty of Man, not, to place his Hen 
W. where he has 10 ſüppery an Hold, but ts 
fe his, Aﬀettiow on Things above, ang 0 har 


his Come uien i in Heaven. 


T9 haye our Converſation is Heaven h . 
livg. under the full Impreſſion af Chriſtianity, 
that Religian which was mercifully deſigned 
bo! heal the Corruption of our Nature, and 
a make us happy by making us holy. And 
will not you diligently ſecond the Grace of 


Tod ? Study the-facred Book, be E6nviner 
of your moral Weakneſs, and how read 
God is to give the holy Spirit to thens that af 
him. If you want Help therefore, turn is 


him Pho [giveth fo alt Men liberally, an 
| #pbrail 
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upbraideth wot”: And let our Prayer be, 
2s we are taught, for daily Bread; that the 
Kingdom of God may come, and his Will be 
ane in our Souls, Theſe are the true and 
invaluable Bleſſings, which every one that 
aketh receiveth, if to his Earneſtneſs in aſk- 
ing he adds a ſincere Induſtry in obtaining. 
May this, which is the true Intereſt, be 
likewiſe the fervent Care of every one of 
us! Grant us, gracious God, that we may 
live the Thing which thou commandeſt, and 
defre that which thou doſt promiſe ; that ſo 
ameng the ſundry, and manifold Changes of 
the World, our Hearts may ſurely there be fixed, 
where true Joys are to be found, through Jeſus 
Chrift our Lard. | 
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| Epug$1ans iv. 31, 32. 
Li all Bitterneſs, and Wrath, and Anger, and 


| Clamour, and Evil-ſpeaking be put away from: 
you, with all Malice. M7 & pri 


fad be ye ; kind one to another, tender-hearted, 

forgiving one another, even as God fer 
(trift's Sale bath forgiven you. 

* Apoſtle, in order to ſweeten the 
Tempers of Men, and to qualify 
them for the Pleaſures of ſocial Life, lays 
down in the Words recited two Rules for 
their Obſervation. The firſt reſtrains thoſe 
Pafions, which are the Enemies of Peace, 
and would defeat the End of all Society: 
And the other points out thoſe humane, be- 
nevolent Diſpoſitions, which are neceſſary 

© imooth the Path of Life, and make Men 
4 | recipro- | 
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reciprocally uſeful, and agrecable to eack 


other. 


By Bitterneſs the Apoſtle ſeems to mean a 


natural Malignity, which there is in fome 
Tempers, as in others there is a natural 


Sweetneſs of Diſpoſition. Whatever be the 
Spring of this illiberal Spirit, whether is bs 
the Peccancy of 2 bilious Humour, that 
makes Men ill-natured and moroſe, or whe, 
ther it ſprings from Pride, which be - 
Men ſplenetic and revengeful, or be 


to a certain Soreneſs of Temper which ſtand 


in every Bodys Way, and Is therefore fabjet 
to he often hurt; whatever be the Cauſ 
of it, we may too frequently obſerve th 
Warkiags of this unbenevolent Humour, 
as in it's lighter Degrees of Malignity it 
turns to Sourneſs, Qppoſition, and Paryexſ 
nofs, or when it is of a blacker and mon 


depraved Caft, as it degenerades ito E 


and Malice. Men of this Rancour and Bits. 
terneſs of Heart almoſt rejoice in tim Cala 
Dm uf others, and males it theit unkuppy 

. Pleaſur 
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Pleaſure to aggravate and ſharpen them. It 
is this wretched Frame of Temper, chat Sy: 
Paul exhorts -us to. reform, which though 
not criminal in it's firſt Stage, being rather 
a Misfortune than a Fault, it is the Duty, 
howeyer, and muſt be the Labour of our 
Lives ta quell and ſubdue, | 


Perhaps. you may wander how it comes, 
that Men are formed with, Conſtitutions ſo 
averſe ta their Duty. We ſee indeed, that 
ſome . moral Infirmity cleaves inſeparably 
w every Man, and in one Reſpect or other 
we are perpetually in Danger of behaving 
wrongly. And though a gracions God will 
mercifully allow for theſe involuntary Weak- 
nefſes, Men muſt on their Parts not act un- 
faithſully, muſt” ſtrive againſt this natura} 
Corruption, pray that God would work in 
them Beth to will and to do better, and them- 
ſlves alſo work in the Reformation of their 
vicious Tempers with Fear and Trembling. 


III. 
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| Ill. Nature, and a malignant Spirit is in- 
deed a ſad Diſpoſition of Soul, and utterly 
at Variance with the benevolent Spirit of 
Chriſtianity, the great Aim of which is to 
plant and preſerve Love and Peace in the 
World; as it's favourite Precept is 
Good-Will towards Men. And tho? no Incl. 
nation, ſo far as it is purely natural, can be 
culpable; yet an Inclination, which in it's 
firſt Years, and during the Minority of Re 
ſon, was ſtrictly natural, by not being ſe 
verely dealt with as we grow up to Reaſon, 
but rather indulged than mortified, becomes 
our Choice. It's firſt Exiſtence was the 
Effect of Nature; but that it is equally 
firong now, as it was originally, the F au 


_ rats entirely upon outſelves. 


This "wretched Malevolence of Town 
- the Apoſtle therefore in the firſt Place ex 
horts us to baniſh from our Hearts, to cut 
up this Root of Bitterneſs, which produces 


Nothing but Confufon and every evil Wark. 
* "If 


a 
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f inſtead of following St. Paul's Admo- 
nition you indulge the Spleen of your Tem- 
pers, and ſtand ſo combuſtible and ready to 
fame out, what a ſmall Spark will be ſuf- 
ficient to kindle up the Fire of Wrath and 
Anger ? But from that Wrath which worketh 
uot the Righteouſneſs of God muſt we carefully 
abſtain ; that Rage and Ebullition of the 
Spirits, which boils up the Paſſions into Folly 
and Phrenzy, muſt the Follower of Jeſus 
ſincerely and earneſtly guard againſt. We 
may indeed be angry without Sin; ---- if this 
baſion riſes from a juſt Cauſe, if it only 
warms, and does not fire our Spirits, if in 
it's Degree and Continuance it be confined 
within the Bounds of Moderation, when we 
ſill preſerve our Reafon, and the Sun goes 
wet down upon our Wrath. And how indeed 
can we venture to go to Reſt without firſt 
imploring the Forgiveneſs of our Sins, and 
that God would protect and keep us in the 
defenceleſs Hours of Sleep? Or how can 
ve pray to be forgiven, if we refuſe to 
R B b forgive, 
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forgive, if Wrath till burns in our Breaſts? 
— Put this evil Spirit away from you, 


Guard againſt the Tyranny. of this blind ; 
diſtracted Paſſion, that tramples on all de 
Laws of Religion and Reaſon, and that often 1 
on very ſlight Occaſions. For, like tho: . 
Tempeſts in the natural World, that ſpring i 
from inconſiderable Exhalations, a Word, R 
or Geſture, a Smile, or Look that diſpleaſs, " 
will often raiſe this fermenting Spirit, and 5 
let it looſe in the moſt violent Exploſions. x 
To. the Prohibition of Wrath and Ange 
the Apoſtle ſubjoins that alſo of Clamour au | 
Evil-ſpeaking, the farther Shoots ſrom thi ul 
Root of Bitterneſs. There is ſomething b ©" 
unmanly in this Rage of Words, as is ful. Wi Af 
ficient to deter from the Guilt of it even Wil A 
Man that conſults the Dignity of his Reaſon; tha 
ſomething ſo unchriſtian in theſe Revilingz nd 
and in this Intemperance of Language, tha 2 
whoever has any Religion in his Heart vil Ab 
ſet @ Watch over the Door of bis Lips, ud 8 
J 


always take Heed, that be offends not with bi 
| Tong 
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Tongue. For in the Midft of this Clamour 
the Voice of Reaſon is never heard. In this 
Tumult and Confuſion the God of Peace 
will never dwell.” God is not in the great and 
fron Wind that rends the Mountains, not 
in the Earthquake, nor in the Fire, not in 
the Tempeſts of Paſſion, nor in the Flames of 
Reſentment z---- but” in the ſmall ftill Voice. 
And if we value his Favour, we muſt ſeek 
tin the Calm and Tranquillity of Paſſion, 
putting away all Bitterneſs, and \ Wrath, and 
Anger, and Clamour, and E vil-ſpeaking. 


But as the laſt and the worſt Offspring of 
this Root of Bitterneſs, and to comprehend 
every evil Paſſion that riſes from it, the 
Apoſtle adds the farther Prohibition of all 


Malice. This laſt indeed is a diabolic Sin, 
that thinks of nothing, that plots nothing, 
and delights in nothing, but Miſchief. It is 


an evil Diſeaſe : It is a Fury in the Breaſt; 
a Fire that burns the Mind; a reſtleſs Paſ- 
ſon that ſcruples no Means of ruining the 
Object of it's Averſion. Some Men there 
B b 2 are 


5 
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are, that have a deeper, and a cooler Ma. 


lice. - Some Minds, like ſome Nights, 


as an elegant Writer obſerves, © are caln 
ee and cloſe, and yet very black and dark, 


c in which there reigns a ſullen Stillnek” 


This ſedate Malice, that hides it's evil Tz 


lent in the Soul, watching an Occaſion w 


. exert itſelf in a bloodier Vengeance, contains 


a deeper Guilt, as it mixes Diſſimulatio 


with Fury, and wants all thoſe alleviating 


Circumſtances, that may be given in Excut 
for violently enflamed Paſſions. 


Er To the Forbearance of theſe ſavage Vices 
St. Paul exhorts us 


2. To add the Practice of the contra 


| Virtues, and be ye kind one to another, tendr 
. bearted, forgiving one another, even as God ff 
_ Chriſt's Sake hath forgiven you. 


Io be kind one to e is to cheriſh 


_ candid, benevolent Diſpoſition of Heart, I 
clining us to love every Man, to conſid 
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every Thing that comes from others in the 
beſt Light, to condeſcend, ſo far as inno- 
cently may be, to Men's Humours, and 
Habits of thinking, and with Pleaſure to 
embrace , every Opportunity of teſtifying 
the cordial Good-Will of our ir Minds. 


And 7. . will conſtrain us to 
ſympathiſe in the Sorrows of human Nature, 
to allow for all it's Weakneſſes, and to live 
above the Influence of any ſelfiſh Paſſion 
that leads us to do, or to wiſh Evil to any 
one. For this Humanity and Tenderneſs of 
Heart is no affected Kindneſs, conſiſting 
in Words of Compliment, that have no 
Correſpondence with the Heart, an Hypo- 
criſy of ſmooth Language only, but what 
flows from a genuine, ſincere Cordiality, 
that is felt, as the + Original ſtrongly ex- 
preſſes it, in our very Bowels. 


©» * OFC2 


This undifſembled Tenderneſs of Heart 
will enable us eaſily to pardon the Injuries 
4 


+ £v0TNa%y v0! 


| 
| 
| 


| 


ou arſelves to them, forgiving one another as 


Cod for Cbriff s Sake, bath forgiven us. And 
however hard a Sa ing this may be generally 
thought, the 2 ng is moſt evidently | Ne- 


commanded as we are to forgive others, are 
not others likewiſe enjoined to forgive us, to 
ſtudy our Welfare and Quiet, to promote 


| dially, as Fa do their own ? - 


poſed the moſt Holy (Dan. ix. 24.) 10 tht 
Curſe of the Law, (Rom. iii. 24.) #6 
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we receive from others, and to reconcile 


ceſſary ; ſo neceſſary, that without 1 1t, no 
Man ſhall ever enter into Life. It is really 
deſirable alſo for our own Sakes. For 


the Comfort of our Life, to be our Friends 
in every Inſtance, defending and aſſerting 
what is our Right as conſtantly, and as cor- 


Forgiving one another, even as 2 fa 
Chriſt's Sate bath forgiven you. This Ex. 
ample are we to copy after, of God's inf- 
nite undeſerved Love, who ſpared not hi 
own Son, but for. guilty, loſt Creatures 
delivered the Innocent to Death, and er. 


oe 


1 
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we might have Redemption through his Blood, 
even the Forgiveneſs of Sins. (Eph. i. 7.) Of 
this divine Geodneſs towards us have we 
Reaſon to ſay continually, as the Fews did 
of their Preſervation amidſt the Rage of the 
Babylonians ;---- it is of the Lord's Mercies, 
that we are not conſumed, becauſe his Compaſe 
ſons fail not. (Jer. iii. 22.) 


That which is required of us to each 
other is the very Thing of which God him 
{elf hath ſet us an Example. Had he not 
done it, were he not kind to the Unthankful 
and to the Evil, alas! we had all been 
long ago overwhelmed with Deſtruction. 
For is not every Man a ſinful Creature ? 
Came we not into the World with a fatal 
laclination to Evil? Have we not indulged 
inſtead of controulling this unhappy Bias ? 
Have we not from our Infancy diſcovered 
the Corruption of our Hearts by Actions, 
that muſt be diſpleafing to an infinitely holy 
God ? Have we not grown in Guilt as we 


have grown in Years ? And are not our Sins 
without 
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without Number, and without Excuſe} 
And yet God is ill good to us. Hath he 
not ſent his only begotten Son into the W, orld, 
that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould mt 
periſh, but have eternal Life ? This 
wonderfully gracious, this moſt affecting 
Example of Forbearance, ind Forgivenek, 
we are commanded to imitate. Be merciful, 
ſays the bleſſed Jeſus, as your Father is mer- 
ciful; and St. Paul exhorts to forgive one 
another, even as God for Chrif's Sake bath far 
given you : And our very Prayers inculcate 
the ſame Leſſon, ---- forgive us our T; reſpaſe 
as we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us. 


Li 

Who then can withſtand theſe Reaſons al 
that names the Name of Jeſus, and calls him pre 
his Lord and Maſter? Let the Chriſtian, Four 
whoſe Sins againſt God are ſo many in Num- Wt, 
ber, and of ſuch various Kinds, that hopes and ; 
nevertheleſs to find Mercy through Chriſt, Ide! 
who yet ſhews himſelf inexorable and impla Jour 
cable to his Brother ; let him call to Mind their + 
your 


the Puniſhment of that wicked Creature 
- 357039 Mie 
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chat cruelly vexed and perſecuted his Fellow- 
Servant for a Debt of an hundred Pence, af. 
ter his Lord had forgiven him the vaſt Debt 
of ten thouſand Talents. Doubt not that 
all ſuch ſhall be delivered up to the Tor- 
| mentors, and ſhall feel the Truth of what 
St. James aſſures us, that he ſhall have Juc- 
ment doit bout Mercy who hath ſhewed no | Mer- 
3.---Be not deceived ;---Withwhat Meaſure you 
nete, it ſhall be meaſured to you again. If you 
jill bear with nothing, God vill bear with 
rothing. If you forgive not, you ſhall not 
be forgiyen. Though you are poſſeſſed of all 
the other Graces and Virtues of a Chriſtian 
Life, though you practiſe every other Duty, 


aways remember God's Day to keep it holy, 
give all your Goods to feed the Poor, ſpend 
your Days in Devotion, and pray to God 
without ceaſing; --nay though Men and Angels 
ad all the Saints of Heaven ſhould beſiege 
the Throne of Mercy with joint Prayers for 
your Acceptance; yet, if you forgive not Men 
lhtir Treſpaſſes,----neither your Graces, nor 
jour Virtues, nor your good Works, nor 


t CE your 


5. 
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your Charities, not your Prayers, nor your 
Tears, nor the Prayers of Men and Angel 
will be able to obtain God's Pardon. For 
it is impoſſible the Word of Chrift ſhould 
fail, F you forgive not Men their 7 rel. 
paſſes, neither will your heavenly Fathy 
forgive you your Treſpaſſes. May God en 
ble us to lay this ſeriouſly to Heart. Loy 
your Brethren, as you deſire that God woul 
love you. Bear with their Offences, as you 
hope that God will bear with your's. For 
give them as you expect Forgiveneſs at God 
Hand. Then ſhall you be aſſured, that C0 


will accept your Perſons, and hearken b 


your Prayers, that he will bleſs you in Li, 2 
receive you in Death, and glorify you i 5 
ever in Heaven for the Merits and tho 

the Mediation of his dear Son Jefus Chnk o 


our Lord, 


wad. 1 S ERMO 
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MaTTHEW vii. 1. 
Judge not, that you be not judged. 


Solemn Prohibition from the Friend 
and Saviour of Man, enforced by the 
aufulleſt Conſideration, that all haſty Cen- 
ſures and raſh Judgments will recoil with in- 
fnite Violence upon ourſelves! For with what 
Judgment you judge, you ſhall be judged, and 
with what Meaſure you mete, it ſball be mea- 
ſured to you again. Men may, if they pleaſe, 
nat a Law againſt themſelves, and by a 
rigorous and uncharitable Judging of others 
make God, not an unjuſt, though a.rigorous 
and ſevere Judge of them. And if Cad be 
ſroere to mark what we do amijs, who can ſtand 
before him? 


wo 


Yer, if to ſee and feel the preſent Mi. 
chief, which this Sin produces, w were ſufficient 
C 2 to 
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to reclaim us from it, the Prohibition of the 
Text had certainly been ſuperfluous. For 
Haſtineſs and Precipitancy of judging is x 
Vice too injurious to be excuſed, and yet, for 
I know not what Reaſon, almoſt as generally 
practiſed as it is condemned. Whether it pro 
ceeds from Malice of Heart, and aullen 
Satisfaction in doing Miſchief ; or whe. 
ther it ariſes from Pride and an Impatience 
of fuperior Merit, or from Envy and Bak: 
neſs of Temper, or, what perhaps is moſt 
commonly the Caſe; whether thoſe,” who 
know much Il of themſelves; are apt t 
judge ill of every one elſe, whatever the 
Reaſon may be, yet the injurious Ceriſurts 
every Day paſſed upon Men's Actions ant 
Characters, where we have no decifive EN 
dence, and the Caſe in many important Cir- 
cumſtances is inacceſſible to our Knowleilgy, 
will juſtify an Endeavour to expoſe the It- 
juſtice and Wickedneſs of ſuch a Behdvioir, 


The Text indeed does not forbid der 
kind bf judging others. In Caſes that ar 
70 
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open to our Knowledge, and wherein it is 
our Duty to judge, we are under no Reſtraint. 
gut in every Inſtance Men need a Bridle ra- 
ther than a Spur, and are by far more prone 
to tranſgreſs all Bounds than to fall ſhort. 

Suffer me therefore to check this meddling 
Humour, this fatal Luſt of Cenſure ; to 
ſhew how dangerous it is to judge without 

Evidence, to decide where there is no know: 
ing the Caſe. Whenever Men pronounce 
upon Actions without knowing the Motives 
and Circumſtances of them, whether they 
be the Effects of Ignorance or of Know- 
ledge, of Raſhneſs and Surpriſe, or of ma- 
ture and deliberate Counſel,---all this is evi- 
dently wrong, and therefore included in that 
tremendous Warning; judge not, left thou 
ol; juffer the juft Judgment of God, 

And this, one rhight reaſonably hope, 
ſhould be decifive to Chriſtians. But ſtill 
Men will judge though at the Peril of their 
Souls. They ſet up a Tribunal, before 
which every Character is ſummoned to an- 
ner, not only for what was never done, but 


what 
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what perhaps was never thought; a Tribunal 
without Authority, where Judges Preſide 
without Qualifications, and paſs Sentence 
without Prudence, without Juſtice, and with. 
out Charity. 


What is this Tribunal but arbitrary Hu. 
mour ? Who gave them this Authority to 
Judge ? Is it from Heaven or of Men? Not 
from Heaven. Nothing can be plainer in 
Scripture than the expreſs Condemnation 
of this uncharitable Cenfure. I bat hf 
thou to do to judge another's Servant,---St, 
Paul aſks, and declares, that to his Male 
to God alone, he ſtands or falls. - And hoy 
little Men will allow to this cenſorious Hu- 
mour every Man may judge, when it comes 
to his own Turn to ſuffer, It is therefore: 
mere Encroachment upon Society, and a 
moſt intolerable one, that often miſinterprets 
innocent Actions, blames Men for what does 


not deſerve Blame, nay often condemns them 
for what deſerves Praiſe, perverting what is 


good, aud aggravating that which is evil. 
| 1001 80 
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But allowing ſuch Men a Right to judge, 
are they properly qualified to exerciſe it, 


have they the neceſſary nun of une 
and Virtue? b 


Shall a Man judge without proper Know- 
ledge of the Caſe? Can a Man render to 
every one his Due, who knows not what every 
one has a juſt Claim to ? Or how will he 
maintain the Law, who does not ſo muchas 
underſtand it ? 


The Judge therefore, that wants Kndw- 
ledge, wants the moſt eſſential Part of his 
Character. Yet of uncharitable C enſurefs 
who 1s it that comes duly qualified with this 
neceſſary Circumſtance ? Very often the Fact 
in queſtion is not ſufficiently underſtood. 
Yet without taking Pains to get Informa- 
tion, or waiting, as they ought, till Time 


has rectified their Miſtakes, they hurry on 


to paſs Sentence, as if conducted by a ſu- 


pernatural Light, or guided by a Spirit of 
infallibility, 
But 
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| Yue ſuppoſing them ſuffcientiy kwowing 
they may not yet be ſufficiently upright, and 
diſengaged enough u proneunce wfar/igl, 
To be Judge and Party both is too much far 
human Frailty. And is not this generally 
cenſure others, themſelves under undue In- 
fluence ; governed perhaps by a Wantonneſs | 
of Malice that delights in blackening, or 
datracting Humour that loves to diſparage 
Merit, or Paſſion that magnifies Infirmities 
into Crimes, or Pride whoſe Trade, by which 
it thrives and is maintained, is depreciating 
the Worth of others, in order to bring dawn 
their Characters to a Level with their own? 
Every proud Man has a ſecret Intereſt to 
ſerve by underyaluing the good Senſe or 
good Meaning of others. He is deſtroying 
2 Riyal in the good Opinion and Applauſe 
of the World, which he js deſirous of en- 
grofling to himſelf. Such Cenſurers art 
then both Judges and Parties, unfit to de- 
cide, when armed with Authority, and yet 

; PA- 
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preſuming to decide in Caſes, where not the 
Shadow of Authority can be pretended. 


Such Men have no Right to judge at all. 
And yet how iniquitouſſy are theirJudgments - 
given ? Do they firſt enquire, and obtain 2 
juſt Evidence of Facts? Bur, on thecontrary, 
isnot any kind of Evidence thought ſufficient, ' 
any fort of Authority good and ſubſtantial ? 
That Scrupuloſity and Caution, eee 
Men ought to receive any IIl of others, is 
employed only in the hearing any Good of 
them, But to an evil Report ſcarce any 
Objection is made. There needs no more 
than the bare Affirmation of one, that is, 
perhaps, no Slave to his Word, or very proba- 
bly miſinformed: There needs no more than 
: dark Rumour without any certain Soutce 
or Author: Nay, the lighteſt Preſumption, 
ad the lewdeſt Conjecture is ſufficient to 
authenticate the Tale, and to found a Judg- 
ment thereupon in as ſanguine a Way, as 
lf the F act were notorious to al the World. 
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- theſe Deſpiſers of Truth, and that the dr 
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111 is a Rule in radiant that deferye 
religious Obſervation, never to condemn u 
without a Trial. No Crimes are ſufficient Q 
to debar a Man's Claim to be heard in his i ke 
own Defence; a Privilege, which in the ge. 
neral Belief of Men cannot juſtly be re. fr 


fuſed to the worſt Malefactors. 3» 
But is this Rule obſerved in the Jude 
ments that Men daily paſs upon each, other} 8 
Far from admitting the Sufferer to a fair Ir. 4 
al they carefully conceal the Reaſons of his * 
Condemnation. This Arrow is always ſhot n . . 
the dark. The Light would but ſben ur I 
Guilt and Barbarity of wounding and mang: WI... . 


ling without Offence, and without Proyoca- in tl 


tion. The Man's Reputation is condemned Bi » . 
and executed without one Queſtion alked 


without the leaſt Enquiry made after whit 
he has to offer in his Juſtification. 


It was not without Reaſon therefore, that 
the Word of Truth has ſo ſeverely threatenel 


vine 
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vine Judgment is denounced againſt all thoſe 
that trample on the Rules of human J uſtice; 
who judge without Authority, and without 
Qualificationsto judge, withouteither Know- 
edge or Impartiality, and neglect the Me- 
thods which every fair Judge religiouſly ob- 
ſerves ; who paſs Sentence without Prudences 
without Juſtice, and without Charity. 


Charity, far from ſurmiſing Evil where 
there is none, thinks no Evil where there real- 
lyis. But the Behaviour of theſe Judges is 
Charity inverted, who err through an 10 
natured Credulity, and undiſtinguiſhing Suſ- 
picion ; who rejoice not in the Truth, but re- 
nice in Iniquity ; who always, when Things 
ze doubtful, encline to the ſevere Side, and, 


n the worſt Senſe of the Expreſſiog, believe 
al Things, 


Juſtice conſiſts in giving to every one his 
Due, and therefore does not act at Random, 
but waits for the Light of Proof, and never 
baſſes Sentence till it has arriv'd at clear, di- 
ind, and deciſive Evidence. But theſe 
D d 2 Judges 


12 


di 
ine 


—— — ooo oo 


—O0O OS OS > — — OE CO es ns 


r I IO IEEE Oi oo 
= * 
—— — 


[i 
. 
= ; 
= 
=_ 
1 
U 
! 
, 
, 
i 
I 
\ 


206 8 E R M ON XIII. 


— 
— " RP -— =A rar! —— — 
* mn Go. 
— — 9 3 —— — — 
4 — — -- ” - 1 - bu 
-— — — . — — — 
. 


— — — —— 
— — — __—r— —_—_ 


—ͤ—ũ 2E 2 — 


" 
_ T — 
TW... . 


. ˙ ˙t!¼ . ˙—üÿͤ l!; u n r FP ͤ 1 — , 
— — 1— - ” 


| 
| 


J udges are too raſh for Thought, and too 
naimble for Enquiry. Juſtice moreover doe 
that Right to others, which you would hay 
others do to you. But theſe Men are « 
cruel to others as they are tender to them 


ſelves, unforgiving whilſt they want Forgine 
neſs, and eager to condemn, though they then. MI ! 
ſelves are fuller of Faults than of Virtues a 
| l 
| And theſe raſh Judgments are as utter . 
oppoſite to Wiſdom and good Senſe «ill * 
they are contrary toJ uſtice and C harity, Io * 
miſtake is indeed too natural to Man; but 2 
to miſtake wilfully, through Precipitanc, “ 
through want of Attention, through a war i 
of Impaftiality, this is Man's Reproath, ii ® 
you are ignorant, wherefore ſhould you * 
judge? If you have not Leiſure to enquir, P 
why are you not prudent enough to forbea 4 
to imermeddle ? At leaſt, why do you wiiill , | 
ſuſpend your Judgment, till the neceſſif 40 
Evidence be obtained ? If the proper De. .. 
gree of Proof is unattainable; will you ju © © 
nevertheleſs? Can you judge in this Cal 


will 
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without Raſhneſs, without giving the World 
juſt Reaſon to ſay, that you are either à Fool 
ora Knave? 


It is Prudence likewiſe in anothet View to 
forbear uncharitable Judgments : For if 
Men wiſh to appear in a good Light to 
others, very imprudently do they take their 
Meaſures, when they indulge this Wanton- 
neſs of Cenſure. Nothing is a ftronger 
Preſumption of a bad Heart, than a Readi- 
neſs to think ill of Men. Thou thoughteſt 
wickedly that I was altogether ſuch an one as 
tlyelf----is the Pſalmiſt's Character of a ve- 
ry immoral Man. None moſt certainly are 
ſo ready to believe ill of others, as thoſe 
who are capable of doing ill themſelves. 
And what they charge upon them is too often 
no more than what they have juſter Reaſon to 
blame themſelves for. A good Man hardly 
ſulpecteth another to be evil; and an 
* evil Man ſcarcely ſuppoſeth any to be 
good .“ eee 


2.5, Chrploiom 
14 diſt: guiſh 
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diſtinguiſh themſelves by. a fort of univerſaſ 


Cenſure, always blaming, ever hunting af. 
ter Scandal, always buſy in ſpreading it, go. 


ing about from Houſe to Houſe, and from b 
Place to Place, to diſpoſe of their Tale, as t 
if Defamation were the Trade they lived by Wl 8 
Doubtleſs, the Mouth ſpeaks out of the Abu. Il " 

m 


dance of the Heart. Such Judgments as evi. 
dently ſhew a Depravity within, as the Man 
proclaims. his own Diſtemper, when he af. 
firms all Things about him to be yelloy, 
Fudge not therefore, that ye. be not judged. 
Judge not uncharitably, leſt the. Artillery of 
your ill-nature be.turned upon yourſelf, and 
Men conclude you guilty from your Readi- 
neſs to think others ſo, leſt they believe you 
unwilling to have a good Opinion of any 
one, becauſe you cannot but entertain a 'bad 


O pinion of 5 


This indeed: . to aha! it 's Influence 
upon us, that eaſily to judge ill of others 
affords a juſt Suſpicion that all is not right at 
Home, But our Saviour has taught us to ab- 


ſtainfromall uncharitable Cenſures for amore 
ET _ tre- 
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tremendous Reaſon, becauſe God will judge 


us, as we judge others, and allow Nothing to 
thoſe, who make no charitable Allowances 
do their Brethren. And I believe there is 


none of us but will confeſs, that we certain- 
y ſtand in need of a very favourable Judg- 
ment from a merciful God, and unleſs the 


Surpriſes, the Inadvertencies, the Weak- 
neſſes of human Nature are compaſſionately 


thought of, and largely allowed for, that no 
Man, not even the juſteſt, ball be able to 
Hand in the Judgment. Inſtead therefore of 
plzying the Judge without Evidence, and 
cenſuring where we have not proper Know- 


ledge, let us take the ſurer, that is, the 
wiſer Way, to play the Cenſor upon our- 
ſelves. There without our own Fault we 
cannot poſſibly be miſtaken ; whereas the 
ſtricteſt Enquiry into other Perſons and 


Things is no Privilege from Error. In 

Caſe of his Neighbour no Man's Miſtake can 
warrant an unjuſt Surmiſe, and much leſs 
juſtify a falſe Cenſure. The Rule is ſtrict 


and preciſe; judge not, that you be not judged. 
But with regard to ourſelves it is juſt the 


contrary : 
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contrary : I we will judge ourſelves, we ſha 


not be judged of the Lord.---Let a Man thn 
examine himſelf z let him apply himſelf in 


earneſt to this great and difficult Work by 
ſtrict Scrutiny into, and exact Survey of the 


whole State of his Soul ; and then he will ci 


ther be too much employed to be unjuſtly 
cenſorious of others, or he will fee ſo much 
amiſs. in himſelf, as to keep him humble and 
favourable in his Opinion of them. This 
will teach us to follow the Apoſtle's Advice, 
who was well aware of Men's Proneſs to thi 
Perverſeneſs of Cenſure, and would corrett 
a baſe Humour by a very generous Rule: 
(Phil. 2. g.) Let each efteem others better than 
themſelves. If we will judge, let us be favour- 
able, and charitable in our Judgment, thinking 
it better toerr through agood-naturedCreduli 
ty, chan through an undiſtinguiſhing Suſpici 


on, becauſe agood-natured Credulity will ex. 


poſe us o I/ to fome temporal Inconvent- 
ences, but an undiſtinguiſhing Suſpicion will 


deget in a Man a ſettled Uneaſineſs, a tor- 


menting Jealouſy, and the whole Train of 
black ee which will make ut Soul as 
dark 
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dark as that Hell, into which they will at laſt 
:rrecoveraby fink him. No Man, doübtleſs, 
hall ever be condemned of God for not 
judging his Brother. t our on unjuſt 
Cenſures of him haverFGuwilr in them; that 
will infinitely wound Souls. Let then 
mother's Want of Religion admoniſh us ts 
Charity. And if our Charity prove miſ- 
taken; in this we may reſt aſſured, that God 
will accept the Charity, and overlook the 
Miſtake, But if in judging him, with 
whom we have nothing to do, we happen to 
ulge one Way, and God and Truth to judge 
mother, let us dread, as we have infinite 
Reaſon, and take Heed of that juſt Tribu- 
nal, which will not overlook, but ſeverely 
puniſh our uncharitable Miſtakes. Judge 
wt, and you ſhall not be judged. Condemn not, 
md you ſhall not be condemned. Keep your 
ongue from Evil, and your Lips from ſpeakinz 
bed; (Pſ. 34. 13.) and your Reward 
vail be great. For by thy Words thou ſhalt be 
folie, and by thy Words thou ſhalt be con- 
med; and the Scripture aſſures us, tha 
Th== if 
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if any Man offend not in Word, the ſome is a 
perfel Man. You ſee what is neceſſary tothe 
Character of a Chriſtian : You ſee what ſhall 
make a Man perfect in the Sight of God, 
the ſincere Love of his Neighbour for Gods 
Sake, a charitable Concern for his Good, 2 
candid Interpretation of his Actions. May 
God give us the Grace to aſpire at, and eyer 
practiſe this Perfection for the ſake of Jeſus 
* Chriſt our bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer. 


2. Ferri, li. 3, 4. 


There ſhall come in the laſt Days Scoffers, walk- 
ing after their own Luſts, and ſaying where 
is the Promiſe of, his Coming? 


T HE creating {rips and 1 important Mat- 
ters with Lightneſs and Contempt is 

2 perverſe Humour of ſome Men, which 
las long diſturbed. the World: A Con- 
duct which, however unreaſonable, has not 
wanted Advocates to juſtiſy 1 it. Accordingly 
Riacule has been commended and practiſed 
s the proper Way to diſcoyer Truth; 
nothing, it ſeems, deſerving to be thought 
nile and juſt, that we can break a good 
Jeſt upon, and dextrouſly laugh out of 
Countenance, The Effect has been anſwer- 
able to ſo fooliſh a Principle; and many a 
worthy Character has been inſulted, many 
E e 2 Things 


anto Contempt. ----Religion itſelf, with the 
awful Proſpect of it's future Hopes and 
Fears, was ſcoffed at, and, jeſted upon in the 
Days of the Author of this Epiſtle, as it i 
now by Tome, Men of profligate Lives, and 
ſhameful Manners. | It was repreſentedi in: 
ridiculous Light, as the Opinion of Men 
weakly credulous, that expect they kno 
not What. --I ſhall not take Pains to 

how improperly t this low i 7 
is ap app plied to try the Juſtneſs or Abſurd 


of Princip les and Characters. It is no ne# 


3 Cherie, that Wit and good Senſe & 

not always go together, that the ſillieſt Pes 
ple are general ly apteſt to laugh, and the 
moſt forward to deride are they, who are leaf 
capable, or leaſt willing to underſtand," and 
that a great Deal of that Kind of Ability, 
which raiſes Mirth and Laughter, maß be 
found in a Man, that hardly poſſeſſes com- 


mon ' Senſe.” 55 my on 0 Words ol 
p47) dhe 
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the Apoſtle is ta ſhew, how dangerous tho 
Indulgence of W which I halb 


attempt to do- 


1.--By- i your. 'Phaughts a fem 


Inſtances of it's fatal dnn And | 


tele ſhall urge! N YornoiagildO 


SEE +4 


2.--As a juſt ONT eee 
ous Perſuaſion, that God: bas; apgermied: abe 
_ W * 1 — 


The. Perſans. deſcribed. by the; Apalle in, 
the Text ate not thaſe only, who arg declared; 
lnßdels, but diſſolute and wicked Chriſtias,, 
thoſe who profeſs tg believe in Cod, anbile in 
Works they dem bim; Men, that by the mere 


Lone of Vice are, led into Prophanencſs,. 


and, a, Contempt. of all ſerious. Religion, 


They, walk after their, own. Luſts, and. diſbe 
live: a, Nay af, Judgment ; becauſe the Peel. 
pect of ſuch,a Day cn preſent nothing to 


their ce but Miſe | 
Look 


by and Nefir Bon. | 


debauched in their Lives, who deſpiſe the 
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Look into their Lives, and there will you ſee 
the Reaſon of their Quarrel with Chriſtiani 
ty. Lovers of Pleaſure they are, and Haters 
of all ſerious Thought, and virtuous In- 
ſtruction, corrupt in their Principles, and 


Obligations of Religion, and defy it's Terrors 
and think it Wit to turn the moſt ſerious 
Matters into Ridicule; as if the Soul were 
to periſh with the Body, and Religion but the 
Invention of cunning Men to dupe the weak 
and credulous; as if Hell were a Fable, 
and Heaven a Dream, our Lifeunder no Pro- 
vidence, and our Death without Hope, The 
Palmiſt by a beautiful Gradation gives 
you the Progreſs of their Wickedneſs. They 
firſt alk in the Counſel of the Ungodly, and 

frequent evil Company, then fland in the 


May of Sinners, and begin to take Pleaſure 


in their Converfation, and at laſt ft down in 
the Seat of the Scornful, atid do the Office of 
Seducers fot the Devil. They wiſh, they fan- 
cy, and at laſt will undertake! to demonſtrate, 


that a future State is a mere Dream, and what 
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they want in Algument is ever ſupplied by 
great an of M Ny and Scorn, 


Thus do they reaſon, but ſurely not aright: 
For did not the old World reaſoh exactly in the 
ſame Manner? Noah, that Meſſenger of God to 
a World that lay in Wickedneſs, met, no doubt, 
with the ſame Mockery and Contradifion of 
Simers, when he foretold the Flood of Waters, 
which God would bring upon the Earth to de- 
fray all Fleſh, wherein was the Breath of Life, 
How general was the Infidelity of the World- 
t that Period of Time, when all FE leſh had 
corrupted it's Way ? And as general, doubt- 
les, was the Scorn and Ridicule of his 
ſeemingly abſurd Labour in building an 
Ark, What! A Flood of Waters to cover 
the Tops of the higheſt Mountains! No 
doubt, but the Man was regarded as ſtrange- 
ly whimſical to dread a Deluge, of which 
there was not in Nature the leaſt Semblance 
of Probability. How ſoundly ridiculous 
ud the Preacher of Righteouſneſs ſeem, how 
very fooliſh was he, and how very wiſe did 

f they 
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they believe themſelves? But the Gaiety of 
their Mirth and Raillery was ſeverely, though 


juſtly, confuted by the Event, in that ſtu- bl 
pendous Uproar of Heaven, Earth, and Wa. WW" 
for 


ters, when the Fountains of the great Dee 
were broken up, and the Windows of Heaven 
were opened. An Event, which not only 
Scripture Hiſtory, but other Writers of An- 
tiquity, and the Appearances of all Nature, 
and the Tradition of all Nations reſtify with 
an Evidence as unanimous, as it is awaken- 
ing, and ſolemn. 


& 
o 
1 


At another important Period, when the 
holy God reſolved to deſtroy the Inhabitants 
of Sodom and Gomorrah; becauſe the Cry 
of their Sin was gone wp to Htiiyen, wt 
find the fame Humour of making Sport 
with” the ſolemm Warnings of approaching 
Deſtruction operating in the ſame fatal Man- 
ner. If chere be a God holy and juſt; and 
of piner Eye them to Bebo Higuny; What 
cduld be more naturahy expE Ed tin 1 
dreadftir ak ſuSthitittaPV crigedti6e on ie 
horrideſt 
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horrideſt of Crimes grown into general Faſhi- 
on and Practice, hen in that infamous and 
flthy City not ten righteous Perſons could be 
found. But this infatuated People were, 
forfooth, Men of Wit and Pleaſure. Talk 
to them of Religion, and they anſwer with 
a Jeſt. Accordingly when Lot went out, and 
hake unto his Sons in Law, and ſaid, as he was 
lreted by the Angels, ap, get ye out of 
his Place, for the Lord «vill deſtroy this City, 
le ſeemed as one that mocked unto his Sons in 
xv, Neither the known Honeſty, of the 
Man, nor the Importance of his Meſſage 
ould perſuade them to believe him in earn- 
{, or to afford him a ſerious Attention. He 
ams them as a Prophet, and preſſes them, 
loubtleſs, with the Tenderneſs and Emotion 
f a Father? But in vain. He ſeems to 
len as if he mocked, and they do more than 
em to mock him in return ? Why ſhould 
fo morrow differ from other Days? Who- 
er aw it rain Fire? But on the other Hand, 
dangerous is it to indulge a Humour 
Levity and Teſting, and to mock when ; 

F i& ” God 


20 8 E RM ON XIV. 

God threatens ? This tak the Iniquity of Sod 
(Ezzs. 16. 49 4 "The Tnhabirants wenton . 
cure, Wholly taken up with their Pleaſun 
and their Sins, and laughing at the very lif 


Warning of inſtant” Peſtruction : 1 


Lord rained upon Sodom and upon Gontrn 
Brimftone and Fire from the Lord out of Hu 
Ben, und he overthrew thoſe Cities, and all th 
Plain, and all the Inhabitants of the 15 
_ week _ r * aching 


To theſe Examples of God's Vegi 01 
obſtinate Wickedaeſs I might add the ven 
remarkable Deſolation of Jeruſalem, and 
the Jewiſh Nation in accompliſhment of 
our Saviour's Prophecies | concerning' them: 


Prophecies which, however unlikely to if e. 
fulfilted at the Time they were ſpoken, wi 5* 
how much ſoeyer the Subject of prophan 5 
Jeſting and Drollery, received  neverthell 
the exacteſt Completion. Within fo Hg 
Years after the Reſurrection of Cbrit tiuk $1 
Deſtruction befel them; for our r Lord nad 


fixed the Time, ſaying, chat the Days un 


- 


70 
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at band, and would come before that Genera: 
tion ſhould paſs away, whilſt the Daughters 
of Jeruſalem, or their Children ſhould be 
living. He foretold Famines, Pepilences, 
Earthquakes, fearful Sights, and great Signs 
from Heaven, ther greateſt Tribulation that 
was ever known, the comparative Happineſs 
of the barren, when the Piſtreſs was {0 ex- 
teme, that a Mother killed, and eat her. 
own Child. All this was punctually fulfilled, 
All theſe Circumſtances are ſo exactly related 
in the Account of the Jewiſn War = Je- 
Hiſtory ſeems. to _. a Commentary on. Ade 
Prophecies of Chriſt. And both ] oſephus 
and Tacitus among other Particulzrs give a 
detailed Account of the fearful. Sights, and 
great Signs from Heaven, which preceded 
the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem. Are not theſe 
lnſtances of the fatal Conſeq uences of laugh- 
ing over the Notices of a juſt Providence, 
that neither Jumbers nor Jeeps, and minutes 
donn every Action, every Word, every 
e of "ou Hearts in 4 Book of Re- 

ee Ff nembrante ? 
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inembrance? Are not theſe Inſtances à jut 
Ground to believe, that God has  appointel 

The Day, in which” be will judge the Mi 
by his Son Jeſus Chriſt? 


This is the proper Uſe we ought u 
make of the divine Viſitations. The Judg 


ments of God, which are executed upon 
particular Ages, and Perſons, and Places 
are deſigned as general Admonitions to'the 
Inhabitants of the World of an over-ruling ll : 
righteous Judge. Such were the Inſtance b 
offered to your ſerious Reflection, intended il 
to be ſtanding Monuments of God's extreme ll © 
Indignation againſt univerſal and daring Im. Wl 5 
piety. Yer as theſe Events were of an ex: 7. 
traordinary Kind, of which there appear * 
no natural Cauſe, and concerning which no 
antecedent Warning could be obtained but V 
by extraordinary Revelation, there was per. 5 | 
haps in theſe Caſes more Pretence for Hel 4 
tation and Doubt, than with regard to the a 
Perſuaſion of a future Judgment and a fu- * 


ture State. This is an Expectation, which 
Reaſon 
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Reaſon and Conſcience dictate intelligibly to 
all that reflect. Do but turn it over calmly 
and ſeriouſſy in your Thoughts. Conſider 
the Reaſonableneſs of this Expectation in the 
Manner you certainly will at your leaving 
the preſent Scene: For in thoſe impartial 
Moments, when Paſſion and Prejudice are 
gone, in that dark and gloomy Time, when 
you are walking through the Valley of the Sha- 
dry of Death, Religion will undoubtedly 
appear no unſerious Buſineſs, and you will 
be convinced that the Fudge of all the Earth 
will certainly. do Right 1n that Day, when 
every Man ſhall receive the Things done in his 
Bud, and every Work ſpall be brought into 
Judgment, - whether it be good, or whether it be 
el, | 


DFF 


We have read of God's Juſtice in drowning 
World, that was grown corrupt : You 
have heard of his raining down Fire and Brim- 
Jone upen Sodom cut of Heaven: You have 
ſeen what is written of 'the Deſolation of Je- 
ruſalem, and the Diſperſion of the Jews into 
all 


he 
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all Nations. Was not all this very plainly fore. 
told? Is not all this moſt punctually ful. 
filled? Do not the ſame Scriptures, in which 
theſe Events are recorded, do not they fore. 
tell likewiſe, that the Day is appointed, whei 
we muſt all appear before the Judgment Seat of 
Chrift ? And what do the paſt Exampies of 
divine Juſtice teach ? Surely the very Leſſon 
for which St. Peter and Sr. Jude alledge 
them. If God ſpared not the old Werld, and 
brought in the Flood upon the World of the . 
godly, if he condemned the Cities of Sodom and 
Gomorrah to an Overthrow, making them at 
Example to all future Scoffers, we may from 
hence deduce this indiſputable Concluſion, 
the Lord knoweth how to reſerve the unjuſt unto 


the Day of Fudgment to be puniſhed. 


But do Men ſcoff at Things een, and 


are any that call themſelves Chriſtians gull 
ty of this Profaneneſs ? Not many, let us 


hope---perhaps but a few only a few aban- 
doned Rakes and Debauchees, who openly 


make a Jeſt of Religion, and ſet the Ter- 
rors 
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rors of Futurity at defiance. Yet ſurely to 
light it in the Heart is almoſt as wicked, as 
to ſcoff at it with the Tongue; and Men 
may by their Actions expreſs as ſtrong a Diſ- 
belief and Contempt of a future State, as 
the Scoffers that Hall ariſe in the laſt Days 
with all their Wit and Impudence ſhall be 
able to do. To live as if there were no God, 
no Reſurrection, no Judgment-Day, what 


zs this but ſaying in very plain Language, 
where is the Promiſe of his coming. to treat 
our Saviour as juſt Lot was treated, "uy as 


a grave and f ſolemn Trier. 


But believe it, Religion i is no trifling Bu- 
fineſs, If you make light of the divine 


Warnings to flee from the Wrath to come, ſtill 
God is juſt and true and you cannot hope 
to eſcape the Fate, when you follow the Ex. 
ample of Lot's Sons in Law. We may re- 
gard what is told us about Religion and it's 
mänite Hopes and Terrors, as if all this 
vere Jeſt and Mockery. But ſurely God is 


never in Jeſt, and the fartheſt 1 in the World 
from 
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ſeriouſly execute what he ſo plainly threatens, | 


Mien may, ſteel themſelves againſt the Im. 
preflions of Religion, ſtupify the Senſe of 
it, and lay Conſcience aſleep. But Things 
are ſtil the ſame, Heaven is an exceeding and 
eternal Weight of Glory, though we make 
light of it. And Hell is certainly all and 
more chan we are told of it, all Blackneſs Ui 
Darkneſs, devouring yet everlaſting F lames. 


Men's F orgetfulneſs of theſe awful Truths | 


cannot change the Nature of Things, nor 
make God @ Liar. You may negleck his great 
Salvation, run riot in Pleaſure, and jake no 
Thought about hereafter. Juſt 'ſo.it- Was in 
the. Days of Lot. —7 2 cat, they drank. Their 
Cod was their. Belh, and their Shame their 
Glory. Days of Merriment and. Licence were 
theſe, in which ſcarce a ſerious Thought i in- 
terpoſed. Particularly what an Evening was 
their laſt? F eaſting and Mirth, light Wan- 
tonneſs and Laughter prolonged through all 
the Night, perhaps till the very Hour, in in 


* which 


I.. — 44S 
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4 went out of Sedam. But what: Tongue 
em deſcribe, or Heart concetve the Reſt; 
the Surpriſe, the Confuſion, the: Horror, 
the Agonies chat followed. Then Wrath 
ame forth from God. The Storm fell, and 
it rained Fire and Brimſtane from Heaven,---- 
The Ether poured it's burning Torrents, 
the Air was in Flames, the Earth convulſed 
nd wrapt in Fire, and not a Glimpſe of 
Hope, no Way to eſcape ! Think, what a 
dreadful Scene! What Shrieks of Children 
for their Parents, and of Parents for their 
Children ! What heart- rending Cries of blaſted 
Sinners and deſpairing Reprobates amidſt 
te inevitable Deſtruction! Even ſo ſhall alſo 
the Coming of the Son of Man be with the ſame 
oerwhelming Surpriſe to Men abandoned to 


fulneſs of their Creator. 


As by the Word of 


ben was, being overflowed with Water, bib 
'F 1 the Heavens and the Earth, ch 4 are 
hy unto Fire againf the Day of 3 

| Gg and 


te ſame ſenſual Indulgences, and Forget- 


bd in the Days of Noah tbe World that 
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and Perdition of ungodly Men. God is fait 
ful, you ſee, and punctual to his Thea. 
nings, as to his Promiſes. When Noah and 
Lot foretold Deſtruction to the Workers d 
Iniquity, you read how exactly theſe Me. 
naces were fulfilled, and Vrath came po 

them to the uttermaſt. And can we hope tv 
eſcape, who are Witneſſes. of theſe Judy: 
ments, if we refuſe to repent; who kn 
all the Terrors of the Lord, and the everlaſt 
ing Burnings prepared for the wicked and 
obſtinate, if we reje& the Warnings of God 
Juſtice? Theſe Things happened to them fi 
Examples, and they are written for our Adm: 
nition. May we learn; Wiſdom by them, th 
Wiſdomnever to play with Death, and tomate 
ſport with Deſtruction, the Wiſdom in thi 
our Day to mind the T, hings that belong to or 
Peace. Take heed, Brethren, leſt at any tim 
your Hearts be overcharged with Surfeiting, ail 
 Drunkennefs, and Cares of this Life, and 
that Day come upon you unawares, for a 1 
Snare ſpall it come on all them that droel on i 
F ace 1. the « wobole Earth. 


1 
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May God give us the Grace ſeriouſly to 
deny Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, and to 
work out our Salvation with Fear and 7. rem- 
bling, that we may give Account of the Things 
done in the Body with Foy, and not with Grief, 
through the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 


”——— — — — — 


Exp of the FixRsT VoLums. 
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